
THE COUNTRY
graphy and Climate
Zealand is situated in the southwest Paciflo Ocean,
/est of the international dateline. tl is some 1 600 km
-nies) f rom Australia, 9 000 km (5 593 miles) f rom
Sand Singapore and slightly more than il 000 km
5miles) from Vancouver. New Zealand has a com-
land ares of 260 000 k M2 (100 393 square miles), The

line is 6 400 km (3 978 miles) long, indented wifh
rous bays and caves.
Zealand is made up of two main islands: North Island
is 114 687 k M2 (44 284 square miles) and South

1 which is 150 460 k M2 (58 097 square miles), as wel
awart Island, the Chatham Islands and a tew smaller
s. The two main islands are separated by Cook's
and are each less than 450 km (280 miles) at their
t point, wlth a chain of mounfains running through
one. The rivers are short and turbulent and the
nt of land available for cultivatlan is limited. Pasture
however, is ideally sulted fo grazing.
limate in the extreme forth is subtropical, while in the
aortion of South Island, if is almost continental. The
cities are subject to strong westerly winds. Other

"s whlch influence the climate of New Zealand are its
Dn in the mldst of a vast ocean, ifs shape and topog-
* Summers are rarely uncomforfably hot and winters,
)t in the far south, are usually short and mlld. Gen-

sunshine and raînfaîl are spread evenly throughouf
,ar.
Zealand's clmate is similar ta that of the Pacific
between Los Angeles and Vancouver, wif h much the

in 1642 by the Dutch naviga-
ibited solely by Maoris (t he
race). If was nof until 1769

)egun by Capfaln Cook, wilh
ving in 1792.
eci along the coast, but per-
tabllshed until 1840 on the


