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W hen Canadians were
sent to the Suez region in 1956
to, take part mn the United
Nations' first peacekeeping
force, UNEF 1, littie did they
know that they would repre-
sent the beginning of a long
and distinguished Canadian
tradition. Over the 3 5-year
period, an estimated 85 000
Canadians have served with
the UN peacekeeping forces,
and peacekeeping has become
a source of national pride and
a significant consideration
in Canada's overail defence
policy.

Peacekeeping has also made
Canada a world leader in what
promises to be a growth indus-
try. In 1990, Canada had more

troops involved in internation-
al peacekeeping than did any
other country. With planning
under way for new peace-
keeping missions in the
Western Sahara, Cambodia,
El Salvador and, possibly.
Yugoslavia, it is likely that
many more Canadians will
don the UN's emblematie blue
berets in the coming years.

Canada is the only country
that can claim to have partici-
pated in every mission to
restore, monitor and maintain
peace ever held under the aus-
Dices of the United Nations.

Nigeria and, more recently,
with a European Community-
led monitoring mission, in
xugoslavia.
For a short period, it ap
that Canada's record ha
en by the wayside, bec
of its non-participation
modest, 60-person first
of the United Nations
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The UN's presence i Namnibia
>peared through the UN Transition
di fall- Assistance Group (UNTAG) in
ause 1989 lias probably changed the
in the face of UN peacekeeping oper-
phase ations - and subsequently

ýngola Canada's involvement in such
projects - forever. The UN

June Transition Assistance Croup
was far more than a military
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