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INTRODUCTION

. It has bécome chmmqnpiacé"today to speak of the
"iﬁformation explosién"i and the concept itself‘_has a
multitude of implicatiogs_ for all levels of human
»activity. In company with virtually‘all_ governmental and
p;ivate’drgénizatioﬁs, the Departme&t - of EXtérnal Affairs
-:hés had to take accbunt of this phenomenon in-a positive
fashion.'Proviéion of-vastly'improved library>$ervice§ and
fécilitiéé'vin'_the bepartmehg‘s' new Vheadquarters énd
attempts to modernize,-systemétize‘,and impfqve in;e:nal'
records'manégement,.vbeginning-with jthe appointmeht of a
Coordinator of Infbrmation 1Systemé'in 1974, weté' majo:‘
steps in this regard. In an effort to ihprove écceés'tb
'unglassified matefial, information from‘other'deparﬁmenté
and public documents on Canada's external relations, this
- study - of the‘ feasibility of a 'éompuﬁerized Canadian
foreign: policy information.system -was commissioned'Ain

1975



