
Frozen tissue bank a f irst

The freezing of human joints in a tissue
bank wili allow Calgary General Hospital
to start a joint transplant program, the
second liospital in Canada to do so.

Toronto's Mount Sinai Hospital was
the first to begin such a transplant pro-
gram, but it lacks the tissue bank which
the Calgary hospital says is the first in
Canada.

Joints are stored in the bank at
temperatures as low as minus 80 degrees
Celsius, keeping them fresh for long
periods.

Dr. Norman Schacher, an orthopedic
surgeon who helped set up the bank, said
it enables the hospital to offer an alter-
native treatment in certain selected cases
of early arthritis.

The doctor, who conducted the first
partial joint transplant in Canada outside
Toronto in May, and Dr. Douglas Bell,
another orthopedic surgeon at Calgary
General, combined to set up the bank
after conducting partial transplants.

Dr. Schacher removed haif of a knee
joint of a i 7-year-old Alberta student,
Richard Dillman, after a large tumor was
found in it. The joint was replaced by a
joint from a donor who died at the city's
Foothiils Hospital.

Althougli the student is still recover-
ing, "lie lias almost a full range of
movement of the knee," Dr. Schaclier
said.

"But it's stiil far too soon to tel
anything. It wiil be a year or so before we
see whether the impianted bone is going
to take."

Without the transplant, the student
faced the possibiity of the tumor des-
troying the reniaining good cartilage and
causîng arthritis, an incurable disease.

Canadians help map Peru

Canadian scientists are helping Peru to
map its rivers, roads and volcanoes, says
Margaret Munro in The Citizen, June
1979. Canadian remote sensmng specialists
and Peruvian scientists have been usîng
satellites to redraw Peru's officiai niaps,
which were based largely on guesswork.

The Peruvian experts have spent
months with their Canadian colleagues
learning; the art of interpreting maps and
photograplis relayed by satellite.

Agrîculturai and minîng projets have

been undertaken as a resuit of informa-
tion received since 1976 by tlie Canada-
Peru team from the data banks of tlie
U.S. and Brazilian space agencies.

"This information comes fromn satellite
sensors that record the visible and near-
infrared liglit reflected off the land and
water below and convert the measure-
ments mnto radio signais. whicli are re-
cordeil by receiving stations around tlie
world," reports Miss Munro.

"The information is transformed by
computers into pliotographic images,
whidh not only map out tlie landscape,
but can distinguish different types of
vegetation, soil and rock, a feat not pos-
sible with the naked eye."

Fritz Du Bois, the Peruvian director of
the $620,000 four-year programn spon-
sored by the Canadian International De-
velopment Agency, will return to Peru
this September witli a fully-equipped re-
mote sensing lab and the first scientific
library on the subject ever compiled in
Spanish. Mr. Du Bois said lie liopes his
govemnment will eventually be able to af-
ford a receivmng station to tap the satellite
network. Meanwhile, Peru will continue
to purcliase data collected by the U.S.
and Brazilian agencies and interpret it
in the new lab.

Marathon golf aids injured player

Professional golfers in Ottawa banded
together recently to play hundreds of
lioles of golf to aid another player
seriously injured in an accident iast
January, reports Martin Cleary in The
Cltizen. June 1979.

The golfers were on the courses from.
dawn to, dusk raising an estimated
$85,000 to $90,000 for Gerry Thomp-
son, an assistant golf professional at a
local club, who was left paralyzed from
the neck down after an accident in
Florida.

Golf for Gerry Day, as the event was
called, was devised to pay Mr. Thomp-
son's medical bills which amounted to
$40,000 while lie was in a Florida lios-
pital and to offer li some security in
the future. Golf club members and the
public sponsored participating golfers a
certain ainount of money for each hole
played.

Don Ferne, a golf pro from Cedarliill
golf club, along witli Carleton golf club's
Greg White played for a total of $ 20,000,
reports Mr. Cleary.

Mr. Ferne estimated lie walked 50
miles on his course as lie played 126 holes
at $90 a liole or $11,340 in total. He
began his I 3-hour marathon session by
hitting bis first bail at 4:30 a.m. and
fmnislied at 5:30 p.m.

Mr. White, a close friend of Mr.
Tliompson who was with him at the time
of the accident, covered the most holes
with 136; at $65 a hole hie added another
$8,840 to the fund. "I was beat after 90
holes and ready to pack it in," said Mr.
White, who jokingly asked for a stretcher
at the end.

Researcher's study of deer aids
European wildlife management

A researchi specialist with the Ontario
ministry of natural resources, lias de-
veloped a wildlîfe management system
whici lias changed the habits of big game
hunters in western and central Europe.

Twice in the last year, Anton Bubenik,
a native of Czeclioslovakia wlio lias been
in Canada nine years, lias been presented
awards for his researcli.

Last October, the Premier of Austria
presented him with an award for work
involving the study of lierds of red deer,
roe deer and chamois -a goatlike moun-
tain dweiler.

In April lie won an award for pro-
fessional accomplishments in wildlife
management from the Wildlife Society in
Rhode Island.

Mr. Bubenik said lis work was import-
ant in establishing a balanced social struc-
ture in herds and a good relationship
between deer and tlie environment.

He said that since bis studies were put
into use in Europe the anti-liunting mood
lias changed tremendously.

His work involves the teaching of
selective hunting.

"In Austria, sportsmen have leamed to
identify deer by age and sex before tliey
shoot, in order to leave the riglt number
of mature and experienced breeding
animais," lie said.

Mr. Bubenik said the numbers and
kînds of animais to be shot are planned
before the hunt and hunters must care-
fully adhere to the shooting plan.

Austrian deer caused considerable
damage to the forests before Mr. Bubenik
introduced selective hunting to balance
tlie social structure of the lierds. Now
there is little or no conflict with forestry
use of the land.


