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in a pressure of population which began on the Atlantic
seaboard and the Gulf of Mexico.

But this Oregon was flot the present, littie State which
now lies below 46' 15' North latitude. It was that enormoua
territory which extends between the paralels of 42" and 54"
40'. It incliuded all that area betwen the Rocky Mountains
and the. Pacifie, between Alaska on the north, antd California
on the south, an area of 400,000 square miles, drained by aucii
rivera as the. Columnbia, the Fraiser, and the Skeena. The.
attitude of the United States was well expressed by Stephen A.
Douglas, when he declared May 13th, 1864-"I1 amn a? ready
and willing to flght for 54' 40' as for the Rio del Norte."
When Presideut Polk declared in his inaugural message for
the. whole of Oregon, both countries were on the verge of war.

No oue contended that the. titi. of Great Britain to this
region was incontestable. Spain had a claim on the. grouzid
of priority of discovery, though discovery, unattended by
permanenrt occupation and settiement, constitutes the lowest
degree of titi.; and the. only right whioh Great Britain securod
from Spain was that which was conceded under the. Nootka
Convention of 1790, and confirmed by the Treaty of Madrid
ini 1814, that British subjects xnight setti, and trade in the.
territory north of California. Thia arrangement was made in
the. interests of fur traders who forined the Northi-West
Company,7Fand its auccessor the. Iudson's Bay Comnpany; but
such occupation was a precarious on. upc>n *hich to fouud
a titi.

On the. other hand, the. United States was in pseso
of certain clains which had wo b. considered unless war wa.
to b. d.clar.d, quit. apart froxn the. right or wroug of the.
case. They were successors ini titi. to Spain, which, by the
Treaty of Floridla ini 1819, had ceded adi her elaims to territory
north of 42'. Th.y wer. auccessors to France under the.

Lo*sn Purchase to any titi. wiiich ah. xnight have
posessd;and thero la no douht that Gray, the master of th

Ujnited States trading vessel, wa the. firat to mil. upoui the
Columbia River, Icnowing it to be a river, arnd that Lewis
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