THE EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

o

————— 4

For the Review.)

NATURE LESSONS. -
No. IL -The Tyro's Attempt.

““ Well, how did you get along with the birds? ”

“ Birds! It’s very curious. Aftér I gave your
advicé to my school — and it was taken with about
as much enthusiasm as the announcement of a holiday
— I thought when going home I should use my own
eyes and gather up some facts about birds myself.

“] first commenced to take an inventory of my
ornit.hology. “How many birds do you really know
by name,’ said I to myself. ‘ Onr domestic farmyard
birds, theyaregood enough for threeor four lessons and
by that time I can find out something about our wild
natives. But what do I know about them anyway?
Suppose I should ask the boys how a goose differs
from a duck, or a hen, or a pigeon, or a turkey, or a
peacock, would I know to what extent the answers
would be right or wrong?’ Just then I passed near
a flock of geese whose habits I watched for quite a
while with a new interest. I noted their mancevres
with their goslings in entering a pool in which some
of them swam. 1 saw them feed and enjoy their
accustomed intercourse with all the curiosity of the
beggar boy peering into a ball room. I then inter-
fered with their domestic arrangements to see how
they wonld adapt themselves to the exigency of the
instant, and retired satisfied amidst a storm of hisses
and bills presented in every possible posture for ex-
amination, and within microscopic, if not dangerous,
proximity to the eye of the now rapidly retreating
observer.

“ A neighboring farmyard in like manner sapplied
a group of ducks, a turkeycock, and other less impres-
sive fowls. My head was full of the peculiarities of
forms and habits belongmg to each of these, when I
heard a peculiar whistle in the air, and saw a flock
of chickens with the mother hen Tush to shelter.. It
was 8 hawk. Spent half an hour in trymg to get a
good sight of him. Passing by a small piece of wood
I saw some small birds, and noted their appearance
and call. And lastly I was scared by the sudden
explosive scream of an owl, on which I was able to
make some observations. In the morning returning
to school I observed a partridge and two or three
other birds.
to have noticed more about our birds than in the
whole twenty years of my life.”

‘¢ And how did your scholars do?”

“ Why! Every one of them made some observa-
tions; and some of them, at least two or three, ap-
peared to be acquainted with everything about our
wild birds and their habits. I could take down but

In twenty-four hours I really appeared

s small number even of the names of birds which
they knew. 1 find out that there are two or three
least in the school who are born naturalists. I have
‘already materials enongh for lessons forum, : i
believe. .

" “Yes, I expected you to find at least one pers
your school who naturally from the first cau

fever of noting what he saw. "Your present e

will stimnlate him to excel specially in natm
tory, while he will on the other hand be of
use in helping you and your school to d
more rapidly on account of his exper
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