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that if the latter would only deal on a cash or short credit basis people
would think more seriously before entering into the obligations engendered
by an expensive interment. The undertakers on the other hand, when
spoken to on the sublect, say the fault is not theirs. Tbey say wheri
relatives corne to order a funeral they are almost invariably regardless of
expense. One undertaker went se far as te say that there is just as mucli
profit in a $40 funeral as there is in one which costs $100. This assertion,
however, is more than doubtful and should be taken cum grano. Society
itself is the chief offender, for it has created the demand which the under-
taker but supplies with bis glooiny skill.

Here, then, we have the disease and its principal causes. Where is the
remiedy to be found I As far ns the writer's judgment gees, the clergy and
the wealthier classes are the enes who can do the most towards stemming
this flood of undue waste and expenditure whicb is daily overwhelming the
already limited resources of the needy and the comparatively peer. The
clergyman, in virtue of his office, is generally an old and privileged friend
of the family ; none can know se well as hie the circumstances of the
bereaved, and the advice which would be bitterly resented in any other is
heard with attentive ears wben falling from the lips of an honoured pastor.
The general example of the wealthy and fashionable is even more powerful
than the special influence of the clergy. iNone may deny that our wealthicr
class, as a rule, is fully alive to its obligations towards the poor, but in this
matter it bas been weighed in the balances and found wanting. When the
opulent and the leaders of fashion have learned that a simple funeral is more
in consonance witb good taste, then we shail find that costliness will be
more honoured in the breacb than in the observance at the funerals of the
poor ; but not till then. EUS1ACE KIRnY.

JIERE AND TIIERE.

VISITonSm to the Ontario Jockey Club May Meeting on Saturday and Mon-
day last made up in entbusiasm for their lack of numbers. Considering
that, apart from a passing thunder shewer on the second day, the weathcr
eventually turned out to be ail that could be desired, that Woodbine
Park is very convenient to the city-seeing, moreover, that these meetings
increase in attractiveness year by year-it is surprising that the contests
for the Queen's Plate and the llailway Steeplechase did not attract largt.r
gatherings. Those events, and the remnaining nine items which wereincluded in the officiai. cards, produced soîne excellent racing, a remarkable
and commendable feature being that the favourites generally justified thesupport given to themn by Ilpunters." It was noted, too, with satisfaction,that there was an entire absence of those rewdy and lawless elements
which are concomitants of too many race meetings in England and theStates, and which deter ladies from patronizing a sport ini itself flot onlyinnocent but directly beneficial as tending to encourage the cultivation ofthoroughbreds. The Jockey Club is entitled to bearty congratulation onthe sportsmanlike efflciency to wbich they brought their May Meeting,wbîch may justly be termed the Canadian Derby.y

Toaowro bas within bier municipal limits se fewv public breathing
places that ail movements having for their object the supplying of such
resorts, and all efforts to bring existing ones within easy access of the city,menit hearty encouragement. High Park, the scene of many a pleasantpic-flic, bas net bitherto been accessible from the water by any regularservice of boats. The Humber Steanisbip Company, however, have justconstructed an iron pier at that place, and their boitts plying betweenToronto and the Hlumber will cail there at stated heurs during th"e suinnermonths. The pier is an ingenieus construction. Ordinary wooden pilesare subject to damage in winter by the action of ice, whilst the usual ironpillar is too expensive to be placed in a wharf se infrequently used. Mr-.HLicks devised a plan by which ordinary metal rails, or Hl iroi, could beadapted, and the result is a neat light structure which, whilst offering theminimum of resistance to heavy seas and ice, pessesses great strength,being firmly screwed into the "b ard-pan." This pier was formally openedhast week in the presence of a number of prominent citizens who werethe guests of the Humber Company upon the occasion.

ON Queen's birtbday the Toronto "lSons of England " celebrated theirannual festival and disphayed their increasing numbers. The ebjects o?the society, as its chaplain in bis elequent sermon emphatically stated,are purely benevolent and social ; frein pohitical party it stands aleof.Yet a politician, beholding the long procession might have inoralized onwhat be saw, and have said te him'self that it would net be prudent bypublicly courting the support of the enemies of England te rouse intoactivity the English Vote.

TUE, Montreal Iferald persists in soliciting TanE WEK te reply te its ipecuhiar effusions. We can only repent that they admit o? ne reply. Theman who cannot discuss public questions witbout indulging in venemnouspersonalities must be an ilI-tempered snob. This is the only thing webave to say, and it is se obvieus as te be scarcely worth saying.

Tuic Montreal Herald is censiderate enough te take care that those awhom it maligns shahl net be put te inuch trouble in peintinig eut the reai
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character o? their mahigner. The Montreal Witness, it seems, bias failed
sufflciently te puiff the regien tbrough which i-uns the lino and in which
are situate the lands of the Pacifie Railway Company, and lias even repre-
sented a passenger as being, snowed up upofl the rend. For this the Ilerald
assails it in an article beaded IlMentreal Lying Witness, " cahîs it "an
industrieus and mest persistent perverter o? the trutb," and says that "itS
Iying is mnalicieus, cluînsy and transparent, deceiving enly those who have
net found eut its bypocrisy." lit is needhess te say that the journal thug
bespattered is ene o? the most reputable in the Dominion.

TIIE pepularity o? relier-skating appears te be on the wane in the States
-notably in New York, wbere, a correspondent says : Il If anyene wants
evidence of this let him make a round o? the rinks in this city and see
the gloom which prevails. No more higb-priced orchestral music or brass
bands. The carnivals are of the things past. The lack of interest mani«
fested at the six-day contest at Madison Square Garden is another instance,
and there is ne doubt the death of the two winners at the last centest bias
eaused a reaction in the community in its admiration o? athletie sports. It
was a mushroem ebuihition ameng the young people." However this mal
be, roller-skating bas lost none of its attraction for Torentonians. Not
enly do its votaries continue te gyrate at the Adehaide Street Rink, bue
a much larger rink bias been constructed in the west o? the city, and a
small one is in course o? erection at the ilumber.

TuiERE seems te be seme ground for suspicion that the gang of thieve8
who attempteti te Ileperate " the Canadian banks were generalled by a mal,
known best te the police by the naine o? Wilkes, a chever and most dangerous
"lsmasher." Under varieus aliases this man bias madie a tour of two cofl
tinents. lIn couipany with two others Wilkes was taken red-banded ini
Milanî four years age, anti was then sentenceti te a long terni of imprisofl
ment. But in return for a full anti elaborate confession the Italian police
liberated him, and hie retireti te New York. A eopy of bis confession W8O
gîven te the American press. Originally Wilkes was an employé of the
Erie Tiailroati Company, but became afterwards a gambling-house keepot
in New York. H1e was arrested for forgery in 1870, but was discbarged
for want o? evidence. H1e then entered a "lbrandy ring," the object 0'
which xvas te cheat the Customs. After several other Anierican forgei88e
hie titi business in Central America, net without profit. Thon hie retuiied
te New England, anti afterwards came te Canada. Wbilst in Amenica ho
anti bis confederates spent mnuch time anti some meney in learning the
various mînutu(r of the banking, business, and acquiring secrets connected
with international transactions.7 When their education was complete they
set off for a Enropean tour in the "lbond business "-that is te say, in the
sale of forged raiiway bonds ; but the police get wind of their errand, ail"they had te make a rush back te America. After this afflair bat blOfl,
over, the whole cempany enteret into partnership witb another gang 0?
forgers in England. Several years e? successf ul work fohlowed, when thel
commenced operations on the Continent, wbere they were joined bY
"baron." France, Belgiuîn, Germany and Italy were werket, and enflr~InîS
profits were netted, tili they were obliget to settle acceunts with the Italiall
police, lIn ahI its striking, details this career of vilhainy is pr'obably withOu~t
a parallel, and the versatiiity and various accemplisbments o? this dariflg
gang are certifieti by their success in swindling, bankers andi experienoedl
business men in almost cvery town in Europe andi the United States.

TIIERE were twenty-six failures in Canada repertet te Bradstre" t '
during the past week, against twenty-two in the preceding week, end~twcnty, twenty-four andti ive in the cerrespondîng weeks o? 1884, 1883
and 1882, respectively. In the United States there wer.e 185 failure5
turing the week as coînpared withi 164 in the preceding week, anti lfitb
183, 155 and 124 respectively, in the correspondîng weeks of 1'884, 188'
and 1882. About eighty-four per cent. were those of small tradiers wybOo
capital was hess than $5,000.

-lTHE tispiay ef bunting in Canada on Qneen's birthday would astOfl1s'
some o? our f rientis in England. There the cehebration. o? that anniverosil
is se changet about frein daet aeta h vn sls ib fb the
generality Mo? people. daetdaetath vnisltsgtOfb

TUIE well-known saying " As happy as a king " would aîmostap~te be an ironical expression, and a paraphrase o? the words égUneasY 0the bead that wears a crown," if we are te ,judge by the fact that 0ximnonarcli eut o? every thr-e,' cornes te grief ini seme way or other. 3rOî1tthe investigation o? a French statistician, it appears that up te the P'0tiîne 2,540 einperers andi kings have ruleti ever sixty-?our nations*
this number e? crewned heads, 300 have been (Iriven from thei hod
sixty-feur have abdicatcd, twenty-feur have cemmittet suicide twelv'eha.ve becamv insane, eue, huntireti have been killed in battle, 12 n"
priseners, twenty-five diet as inartyri, 151 have been assassinatedi s'l108 legally condemnied anti executet. These figures certainly cofie Ye»tien that severeignity is about the rnest risky business in wbich "' nncan engage, anti erdinary mortals shjouit be thankful that they hav"'ibeen born in the purpie. It would aise be interesting te know bIl slinnilhiens o? their fellow creatures these 2,540 potentates havle sialeratiy their licentieus desires, or their thirst for power and conquost' nis very certain that the worit coulti have doue without any 01e îo»tid in that case very Iikely it would bave been a more pleasalit Plc
vicih te dwell.


