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suppei- table, tbat gsstrononîy, insoead of meauing the art
of extracting gas fronu coal, lias now corne te denete the

since of cookery or good living, and that the old mean-
iug is new qoite eut of date. 1 tbougbt yen wouid like
te know of the chanuge, whiolî, 1 imagine, bas bardiy found
its way into the country yet."

" C'rtaiuly, sir, 1 anin uclu obliged to yen for settiîîg i
rigbt se kindiy. Doubtît-ss the- change lias ceîee about
tbrongh the use of gas stoves for ceokiug, wbicb I have
seen advertiscd in our Toronto religions pape-r."

1 Jnover tbought of that," said the perfidieus lawycr.
"The very unconunon word deipuosopbist, hardiy au

Englisb word at ail, wbcn eniployed at the present day,
aiwas mearis a supper philosopher, one wbo taiks leamu-
ediy at supper, itirer about cookery or about other things."

I sec it very clearly new. In tewn, of course, sup-
per is taken by gas-ight, se tiuat the taiker at supper is a
taîker by gas-lighit

Yes, but the wor<l gas, even the idea of it, bas gene
eut of fashion, throumgiu iL.S figurative use te designate
enupty, vapeuring taik; therefore, wlueîî deipuosephist aud
gastronoier are spokcnî, the former la cnîpleyed te denote
leamncd taiker-r at suppor, sncb aï we were haif an lueur
ago, and the latter, te igîîify eue whoencrjoys the cuiiuary
pleasures of the table."

"I1ami sure 1 aria very îînuhinduebtcd te yen, sir, fer
takiuîg tue trouble te c;orrect an old weruau far bebirud the
age, aud te save bier tbe mortification cf rnaking mistakes
un conversation witb those wluo iîigbt kruow better."

"Do net lmcution it, 1 beg. Shenld 1, do yen tbink,
say anything of this to Mr. Hili '?

Il Oh, nu," replîed the old lady, lsugbingiy; lie lias
forgottien ail ahout tiiese iiew wumtls aiready ; sud, even if
hoe bad net, bie wouid uever dame temare use of theni,
unlees tbey were in Sihakespeare or the Bible or the Scbool
Iteaders."

By tiis tirne the muilking was river, aud the iawyer,
relieved ini part, yet with net uncionded conscience, car-
ricd psu sand stool te the nilkbonse.

The old nuan aud Coristiuc sat down ou a bench eut-
side the house and sruoked theiu pipes. Mrs. Hileccu-
pied a rocking-chair just inside tic doorway, and the
donmimie st on thue doorcili at ber feet.

IMother," eslled Mr. 1EH11te bis spouse, I" whatever
bas iîrcomic of lRufus iý

IYen krîow very well, Houiry Cooke, that Rufus is
bclpirug Auîdrew Hisiop with bis bec, and wili net be back
before riirning. 'Tli young people are te bave a dance
after the bec, anîd tliu a late cupper, at wbich the deipue-
sophiste wiltic justice te Abigail's gastnenomy." This
was said with an approving side giance at the iawyer.
Wbcu Wilkinsen iooked up,mbis friend perccivcd at once
that bis offence was forgiven. The busband, witbeut ne-
rnoviug the pipe f rou between bis teeth, mumbled, IlJuet
80, te hoe sure."

I le your son's nauie William Rufus, Mme. Hill ï
enquired the doininie.

Il No ; it is siihply l' inusri. Williami, yen krîow, i nota
Scripture naine. Wc thougbt of baptizing bhinu Narcissus,
whicli cernes just befome 'Irypbena, but my busband said,
as bie wam the youuigest, lue should coic lower down in the
chapter, aund atter Persis, whiclu i y iati."

941 was taycl:ing scluoei, anti a bachelor," put ini the said
busband, Il wlen there was a cuty me(eting--thîey cali
thoin conventtions IIOW-that Peris wse at. Tiuey cal led
lier Miss Persis Propluavt, but it was spelied like the Eug-
ish Puophet. Site waa tiat pretty and nîce-spoken thon
1 couldn't kape niy cyca ili lier. She's gene off bier nice
looks and ways a dale siece tluat tiruîe. Thon 1 weut
back to the childer and the Soripture reaàiîus witiî a big
dictionary at uniy lbow for the long naines. 'The heloved
Persis' wae forever ceming np, tili the gynrîs wouid gigglc
and maire y face as mcd as a tnrkey cock. Se I bad this
fammuni and sorne money saved, sud I sent te ask the
beloved Persis te put me eut of uy ny isery and confusion
of ceuntenance."

Il Indeed lie did," said the eid lady, witb a uoeruy
laugb, Ilsad wbst do yen tbink was bis way of peppiug
the question?

Oh, lot us hear, Mrs. Hlli," cried Ceistitie.
Mothuer, if yen d," iuterposed the oid man, Il l'Il

put mîîy foot dowu on your convention ef netined taycbers
at Owen Sotund." But mtber paid ne attention te the
tbneat.

Il Re aeked if 1 kuew the stery ef Mahomet sud the
muiutaiu, sud hew Mahomnet said, if the meuntain will
net cerne te the prophet, tbe prephet must go te the menu-
tain. Se, said hie, yen are the prophet sud muet corne te
rny bougeunuder the mountaîn, sud ho a Hill1 yeurseif. Il
was se f unny sudd oen that 1 came ; beides I wae glad
te change the naine Prephet. People were mever tired
rnaking the miest ridiciilons pisys upon it. The eid Scotch
schoolmistress, wbo taugbt me partly, was namcd Miss
Lawson, se tbey calied us Profit aud Loss; sud tbcy pro-
nounced my Christian naine as if it wss Punses, and nick-
named une Pnoperty, sud took terrible libenties witb my
nomenclature." Atthis the wboie corpauy iaughed beartily,
after which the dorinie said : 1"1 sec yonr pipe is ont,
Cery; yen might faveur our kind friende with aseng." The
lawyer did net knew wbat te ing, but took bis inspir-
ation, finaliy, frein Wilkinso's aset question, aud sang the
hallad et William Rufus, as fan as:

Men called Imbui Williia Rufuir becanseocf liii aed beard,
A prend and baughty king lie %vas, and greatly te be feared;
But an arrov fucan a croao-bew, sirs, it huen in the riddell,
And, insîead cf a royal stag that day, a king cf Eegland fell.

Then the correct ear and i terary sonse of the ctoiniie
wera ofended, and he opened out on bis fricnd.

-,I think, Corry, that you might at least have savcd
our generous hosts the infliction of yenr wretched traves-
ties. The tIîird line, Mrs. Hll, is reaily :

But an arrow froin a cross-bow, sirs, the ierce-it tride cati 'j li.

There is notbing so vuigar as hitting in the verse, and
your ear for poetry mnust tell you thiat middle caniiot
rhymue with /el/, eveni if it were flot a piece of the most
Gothic barbarity. Thus a fine English song, such as 1
love to bear, is niurdered."

IMy opinion," said the host, Il my opinion is that youi
could'nt queli a mnan's pride better than by hitting him
fair in the middie. It niigt bc, against the laws of war,
but it would double hintu p, and take ail the consayt out
of him sudden. 1 mind when Ruf us was out secing bis
sisters, there was a parson got him to play cricket, and
aggravatcd the boy by bowling him ont, and catch ing bis
bail, and snecring at him for a goed nisser and a butter
fingers ses, wlîen he went te the bat agyain, lie iooked care-
fuliy at the bail and got it on the tip of bis bat, and, the
next thing bie knowed, the parsen was doubied up like a
jack-knife. He-l ad been bit fair in the mîiddle, wherc the
bad boy meant to do it. There was ne sar vice ii(xt Suri-
day, ne, nor for two weeks."

Il That was very wrong of Itufus,," said the 01(1 lady
with a 8igh, "Ilbowe ver, hie did offer te renumerate Mr.
Perrowne for bis rnedical expenses, but the gentlemian
refused to accept any equivalent, and said it was the for-
tune of war, which made Ruf us feel humiiiatcd and sorry. "

Night bad failen, and the ceai oui amp was lit. The
oid lady deposited a large Bible on the table, te whiclb ber
busband drew iu a chair, after asking each of bis gunests
unsuccessfully te conduct farnily wor8hip. Fie read with
emphasis and feeling the 91sf Psali, and thereafter, fail-
ing on bis knees, offcred a short but cemprebiensive prayer,
in whicb the absent cbildren were included, and tbe two
wayfarers were net forgotten. Wiie the goed wife went,
eut te the dairy te sec tbat the miik was cevered up froni
an invisible cat, the men uudressed, and the pedestrians
turoed inito a double bed, the property of the rissing
Rufus. The bead of the bousehold aise turued in uponi
bis couch, and cougbed, the latter being a signal te bis
wife. She camne in, blcw eut the lanîp, and retircd in the
darkness. Then four veices said Ilgeod-nigbit" anid rest
succeeded the labours of the day. Il No niightrnares or litsi
to-night, Corry, an' you love me," whispered the deninie -
but the lawycr was asieep soi after lus liead touched the
piilow. They knew nething LI merning, when thcy were
awakened by the old man's suppressed iauighter. Wheii
they epene-d their eyes, the wife was already up and away
te lier outdoor tasks ; and a wcl-buiit, good-ieeking youing
flliew ef the far-mer type wa8 starîng in astonislîrucnt at
the twe strangers in his bcd. The more lit, stared, the
more the father iaughed. IlThere's net a home ner a
place for yen, Rufus, with you kapin' sncb onsaysonable
heurs. It's a sessyder yon'Il bc beceingi yoursclf, mun-
ning after Annerew Hislop's pretty dauglitcr, and dancing
the tecs out of your stockings tili broad dayligbt. Se, if
yeu're geing te scpayde, yonr motiier and me, we're geing
te take in lodgers."

Wbat arc they selling i asked the Baby.
Wbisht !Rufus, wlislitcontc lure neow ; it's t ibat

they are at ail, but gentlieîc freint te city on a pedcs4
trian tower," the father replied in aan audible whi-ipor.

Il What de tlîey want testering tic bcds for Is tliat
somne ncw crank got into the guýnnt l

Refus, Refus, you'll be tho doatiu of your poer old
father yct witiu yeur ignorance. Whoe said anytinig about
tcsting thebcds 1 It's a pedestriaui tower, a holiday waik-
ing journcy fer the goed ef their bealtbs, the gentlcemen
are taking. Whisht, now, tbey're waking up. Geod
memning te yen, sirs - did 1 wake yen ni) iaughing at the
Baby1 "

The reused sîcepers returued the salutation, and
grceted the xew cerner, apoiegYizing for dcpriving hium of
bis ceinfortabie bcd. Rufus replied civiiiy, with a frauk,
open manner that wen their respect, and, when tbcy hadl
bastiiy drcsscd, led tbcm te the pump, where hie placed a
tin basin, seap and towcls, at their disposaI. After
ablutions, tbey qucstioned him as te the events ef iast
cvening, and were soon ini nominal acquaintancru with ail
the country sidc. Hc was indignant at the f ree and eaey
couduct of a scif-invitcd gncst caled Rodden, wbe wanted
te dance with ail the pretticat girls and te play cards.
IBut wiueu be said cards, Anncrcw, tbat's a scsayder, toid

bim te clame, aitbough it was oniy four in tbe nueruing,
and lie bad te clame, and is on bis way te Fianders now."

69I suppese yen did net bear humt makre any coquinies
regarding us? " asked the deminie.

"lBut I did, and it was enly wbcn lic bard that yen
hadn't heen past the meetin'-beuse, tbat hie steppcd and
said 'ee'd 'ave a iark. Do yen know hum ?"

91 Ycs," said Coristine, Il he is the Grinistun man,"
whereat they ail iangbed; and tbheid lady, ceming in
witb ber milkîng, expnessed ber picasure at secing them.
sncb goed fricnds.

Aften prayers and breakfast, the pedestrians prepared
te leave, nuuch te thre regret of the heuschoid.

IlWhene are yen bennd for now '1" asked Mr. Hill, te
wbicb Wilkinson replied, witb the air ef a guide-beok,
"lfor tbe Beaven River." The Baby, netbing the werse
ef iast night's wakefuincss, vlunteercd te show tbem the
way by a shorter and pleasanter rente than the main
road, and tbey gladly availed themselves of biu services.

As the party waiked en, the guide said te Coristine, Il 1
liard faythcr say that yen wcre a lawyer, is tChat truc 1
Ceistine auswered Chat hic was.

IlThen, sir, yen ouglit te kneow soinetbing about tChat
mal Rddcn ; be's a bad lot."

IWhat niakes yeu think se 1
"11le kruews ail the deubtfuiiest and slîadicsit sottlers

about, andi bas long whispers wit h dvnu, ami g(ct.s ia lot of
nieney froinutlucm. Ilis pocketbook is just Iuulging out
witlî lank ilis."

Perbapsà it4i the payement of bis grindstCones, Ruifns.."
Yen don't tell me that a iawyer, a eicver-iait like

yen, bc.iicvc in bis grindstoncs? "
XVby net? Docsn't ho inake and seli tlim1
Yes ; liceunakes thcin and seîls thein in bundles of

balf-a doecn, but the buver of a bundie oniy bas two te
show, and thcy're ne god, bavcn't grit eneugh te sharpen
a woodeu speen."

" low do yen know ail this 1
"Mostly ont cf big Ben Touier. lHe nsed te be a goed

sort of feliow, but is going ail te ruinatien witiî the drink.
saw lus grirudstones anti what camIne btwoeil 'cm. It's

more like a l)ar] than autiyfbiing cisc, but Beu kept nue oit'
loeking, at it clos."1

"W lucre dees Toner live '
'Down acthei river wherc you're geing. Therc's a

niee, quiet taveru iherc, wlhero yon'il likely put up, and
be'1l ho round it, likely, and prctty well ou by noon. Ile
den't drink there, theugb, uer' the tavern-keeper don't
buy ne grimdstoues liic lic dees. Well, bocre ven are on
tbe track, and I1îîîust get back te iîelp dlad. kecp rigbt
on tilt yen couic te the irst clearing, and then ask your
way. Geod-bye, wishihîg you a good ti'ii, and don't for-
get that muan ltoddcun." "They sheok tlîe Baby warmîly by
the baud, ami reeiprocated bis goed wishes, Ceristinie
promisiug te kecp bis cyes and (cars open for uews of the
Grinstun mari.

Il Did yen overbear our talk, Wilksi, îîîy boyi " lie
asked lus fricnd.

No ; 1 thou"bt it wa8 private, and kc1mt ini the bcc
ground. 1 do uîet coriider it lonourabie te listen te a
conversation te wiîicb one is net invited], antI doubltîcs it
was of no interest te niie."

,But it is, Wilks ; listen tote lis îîow," anud voltibiy
the iawyem peuired forth tbe infoîrationu and lus suspi-
cions concerning M r. i uwdon. 'ri;iut gentlruaru's (crsm
would have tingicd ueuld bie have bcard the irîcasant and
ceipliiîeutary tbings tChat Coristine said about him.

Thfliirst clearirng the pedostrians rca(cbed, after an
hour's walk since parting with lRufus, was a desoîste look-
ing spot. Some fallow fields wcre coecred witlî thistie,ý
docks, fire-wccd and statciy muleins, witb, lucre and there,
an evenîng primrose, one or twe of which tbe lawyer
inserted in Lin flower-press. There was hardly any ground
under cuitivatien, and the orchard bore signs ef ncglcct.
Tbey saw a mari iu a barnt painfuiiy rolling along a beavy
cyliidrica' bundie whicb liad just coic oit a waggon. As
they advanced te ask buei the way. lio lef tbis werk anid
came te mieet thiet, a bcing as nnikcîpt as lus faim, and
with an nupleasant ligbt in bis bloodeliot cyc.

"Wliat are you two spylui' around fer at this tiinie o'
day, stead o' tendin' te your werk like tho resît e' folksi
Eî yen waînt anytbing, speak out, 'cause iVve mie finie te
bie foolin' roun-d."

IlVc wcre direcfcd te ask yen, sir, thec vay te the
Beaver River," said the doininie, politciy. '[hle man
suikiiy tell thier away eut of vicw of the barni, and tlieu
pointed ont a foetpath thronglu luis farîni, wliiehu lue saai
wouid ir'ad thieni te the higbroad. As thiey were scpara-
ting, WVilkinsen tbauîkcd tue jman, and Coristine asked
biuîî casuaily

"lDo yen happen te know if a Mr. Rawdori, wiîo
makes anud seils grindstones, bas passed this way lately?

IlNo," cricd the s3luggard fariner ; l wluo says lhc bas ?"
Then, in a quieter toute, be continucd " I b ecmu tell as hie
passed aiong the meetin'-bouse way ycsday. What de yen
waîit of Rawdon ? "

IMy friend, here, is a geolegist, and se is tCîat gentle-
una n."

lRswdon ut goologist !" lhe cried again, witlu a coarse
laugli.Il"0f course ho is ; allers arter trap rock, galeey,
quartz and beryl. O yes, be's a geolegist ! Ge riglut
aiong that track there. Geod day." Tiien be rapidiy
retraccd bis steps tewards the barn, as if fearful lest soe
uew visiter sbouid intermupt hirn befone bis task was coi-
pie ted.

if It may ho smuggiing," said the lawyen, Il but it's
iiquid of couic kiud, for that dilapidatbed grauger bas given
bis friend away. Wbat do bayseeds know about galena,
quartz and beryl I These are Grinstuii's littie inineralogi-
cal jekes for gallon, quart arîd barrel, and trap rock is
another littie mystery of bis. Wiîat do you tbink of the
fariner that doesn't foliow the plougb, Wilks ? "

-6I think hoe drinks," scutentieusly respoiuded the
scbooimaster.

IlThen ho and Ben Teon are ini the siaine box, and
both are frieuds or custonuers of the workin' geelogist. 1
helieve it's whiskey gees betweei the griudstenes, and tbat
it's smuggied in fronu the States, sonîewbere up ou the
Georgian Bay betwcen Collingweenl and Owen Sonrîd. The
plot is tbickening."

Wben the pedestrians emenged frem the patb ou a
very pretty country road the first objecte that met tbeir
vuew were tbree stout waggens, drawn by strong herses and
driven by bieary.eyed men, noisy and profane of speech.
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