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The Municipal World.

As announced in the December number
of the “ Municipal Miscellany,” Mr. Neil-
son .has. transferred his interest in that
publication and it will be continued under
the name of Tar MunicipaL. WoRLD.
During the past year the Miscellany met
€éncouraging success, and has been of con-
siderable assistance and information to
many. For the future, we will conduct it

In a way that will merit a continuance of
this support,

The paper will be improved and made
an authority on municipal matters in On-
tario. The engineering department, edited
by Mr. A. W. Campbell, Provincial Land
Surveyor and Civil Engineer, a gentleman
of large experience and at present engaged
in townshlp, city and provincial work, will
1gclude ar.tlcles on the following, among
other subjects, as applicable to all munici-
palities in the Province of Ontario: high-
way, bridges, road making, paving, drain-
age, etc.

The legal Department will be con-
ducted by Mr. H. F. Jell, a solicitor of
ability, who is also a municipal officer. A
-spegigl fea.ture will be a report of legal
decisions in any way aftecting municipal
corporations, with notes and explanations.
. The management of the paper will be
in the hands of Mr. K. W. McKay, who
has for some years been intimately identi-
fied with ‘municipal work as Clerk of the
County of Elgin and Clerk and Treasurer
of the Township of Yarmouth, Items of
current interest to municipal councillors
and oﬁig:ers throughout the Province will
be considered. School trustees, members
of local boards of health, will find in each

issue articles referring to thei i
: eir particul
branches of municipai work. i r

Subscribers will be entitled ini

to opinions
through the paper on all questiot?s sub-
mitted if they pertain to municipal mat-

ters. Care will also be tak
1 en to
the best information. Romie

Our columns will be at the di

lu I e disposal of
those desiring to discuss questiong of in-
terest to municipal officers,

Municipal Officers Association.

” An association of this kind organized in
Toronto a few years ago was not a success,
and any effort in the same direction at
present would be useless. We are desirous
of haviny suggestions from those interested
as to the best methods of promoting a uni-
form and systematic enforcing of muni-
cipal laws, and where an amendment is
considered advisable, announce the fact in
our columns, and we will be pleased to
publish the opinions of municipal officers
throughout the province in reference
thereto. When necessary we will use our
best endeavors to have the amendments
brought before the Provincial Legislators
at the proper time. In this way all may
contribute to and participate in the benefits
outside of those of a social nature that
would result from an association. We
know that the municipal officers through-
out Ontario will accept this invitation, and
if an association is shown to be of impor-
tance, a plan of organization will be pro-
posed.

The township clerks of Oxford met in
Woodstock during December to draft a
new form for assessors’ and collectors’ rolls.

Auditors and Municipal Treasurers’ Ac=~

counts,

Two of the most important officers to be
appointed at the January session of all coun-
cils are the auditors. The 258th and following
sections of the Municipal Act, direct thewr
appointment and define their duties. One has
to be appointed by the council, the other shall
be such person as the head of the council nom-
inates, but no one, who, at such time or during
the preceding year is or was a member, or is or
was clerk or treasurer of the council, or who
has, or during the preceeding year had, directly
or indirectly, alone or in company with any
other person, a share or interest in any contract
or employment with, or on hehalf of the corpor-
ation, except as auditor, shall be appointed
auditor.

In the event of an auditor appointed to audit
the accounts of a county, refusing or being
unable to act, the warden is required to nomin-
ate another person to act in his stead. A
by-law should be passed, confirming the
appointments

The auditors should be men capable of check-
ing the work of the clerk, collector, treasurer
and all others who handle the public money.
They should receive salaries sufficient to pay
them for doing the work in a thorough manner,
Checking over the vouchers and making a cop
of the treasurer’s books is not an audit,a t,hougi

it has been accepted as such in many munici--

palities whose accounts, more especially those
relating to debentures, are now in such a con-
dition that only an experienced municipal man
and an accountant with plenty of time at his
disposal, could open themi up properly. If
audits were thorough the treasurer would be
more particular and would not be tempted to
use the public money for his own purposes.
With an average audit every treasurer can, if
80 inclined, arrange matters in a way that the
auditors never suspect anything wrong. The
auditors should refer all irregularities they find
to the council. One matter that requires their
ﬁml' attention is the balance on hand. The

unicipal Commission Report refers to numer-
ous defalcations which were covered up by a
little manipulation on the part of the treasurer
at the end of the year. To overcome this audi-
tors should in all cases continue their examina-

tion of the accounts from the 31st of December,
up to the date on which they complete the
audit. This should be considered absolutely
necessary to ascertain cash balance on hand ut
end-of the year.

Unless councils are more partieular in their
appointment of competent men, who will attend
to their duties as auditors, the appointment of
these officers may be justly taken out of their
hands. :

The Municipal Commission, in their first
report, made a recommendation in regard to
this matter, which, among other things, pro-
vides for the appointment by the Government
of a competent accountant to superintend the
audit of accounts of every municipality in the
province. How much better it would be for
each municipality to appoiut men, not because
they belong to a certain party, or live in a
particular ward, or have heen active in securing
the election of the successful candidate, but
because they were competent to make a
thorough audit in a business way and a report
that everyone could rely on as being absolutely
correct.

Special provision is made in the Act for the
appointment of auditors in cities and towns
who shall daily or otherwise, as directed by the
council, examine, report and audit the accounts
of the corporation. In other municipalities the
auditors may be required to audit the accounts
monthly or quarterly,as the council may direct.

Harriston Z»ibune : Robert Scott, the
popular reeve of Minto, made an important
discovery during the last session of the County
Council ~while looking over some old receipts.
He came across an account due to Minto of
gome $1,500, over sixteen years old.

An exchange says that the late treasurer of
Elora is behind $9,000 in his accounts, the mis-
appropriations extending back for years. He
has offered to make over his life insurance

licies, amounting to $6,500, and his office

urniture. This is a serious complication in the

financial affairs of the village. The council
will no doubt now be more particular in the
appointment of officers.

Board of Audit of Accounts and Expenses
of Criminal Justice,

Fvery County Council is required to appoint,
at its first meeting in each year, two persons,
not more than one of whom shall belong to the
council, to be members of the Board of Audit.
The judge, or junior, or acting judge of the
county court is ex-officio member of the Board.

The accounts and demands shall be taken
into consideration by the Board of Audit
between the first and fifteenth days of the
months of January, April, July and October in
each and every year, and dismsed of as soon as
practicable, and the board shall, at the com le-
tion of the audit so to be made in the mon
October, make a report to the council of any
irregularity in the accounts presented to them,
or of any claim that may be made contrary to
the law or any other matter which the auditors
may consider ought to be brought under the
notice of the council, It would be very incon-
venient for a council to pay the accounts
mentioned, before audit, for then occasions
might be constaiitly wrising for claiming from
the officers of sums that the Government county
auditors or the provincial treasurer may have
rejected.

valuators appointed by the

The county b
County Council of Wellington last year, will
present their report at the requlm‘ meeting of
the council on 26th inst. This system of
equalizing the assessment of counties should be
considered by every council desirous of having
the county rate apportioned in an equitable
manner. R —
The rate payers of the Tow ip of Haughton
ha.se ca.r:rie ayb¥‘lnw authorizing the couneil to

erect a town hall,




