
90 $OURNAL OF THE B3OARD~ OF ARTS AeD MANTYFACTUReS FOR U. C.

that by it an acre of their fiai will net preduce
one haif-perbaps net one third -the price of
what la cultivated and prepared under the modern
systerne.

S.Suggestions bave been made for the formation
of fiai companies in Canada for the purpoee of
erecting scutch mille, and to purchase the crops
fromn the growers. The formation of such cern-
panies, and fiax growers becoming co-partners in
thern, would be a step in the right direction. By
forming joint stock companies, factoris could be
erected, and rnachinery purchased; the grower's
fiax might be prepared for him on bie own ac-
count, or purchased from bim at its full value and
prepared on account of the cornpany, the eînploy-
ees of which muet necessarily be men skilled and
experienced in the business, who would aie aid
much ln giving instruction to farmers as to gîrow.
ing fiax. Pityment of shares taken by farmers ln
such companies could be made by fiax, and no
mone.y would bo required of thern, and the ehares
might be of soe arali ameunt as to be within the
reacb of almost everyene. Snob stock would acon
b. found paying a high rate of per centage, and
becorning popular would seil at a premiurn.in the
share market. Snrely there are men in the Pro.
vince ready te set on foot such a prejeot, and to
carry it ont-men wbese influence would carry
weight with it, and wbose money, if neede be,
would be fortbcoming for investrnent ln a business
of euch publie utility, and which would be largely
rernunerative to therneelves.

It may be asked by some what great secret ie
there in the cultivation and preparation of fiax,
the want of knewledge of which, prevents any and
every one frem embarýking lnait? There le no more
secret in it than there is in any other branch of
business, which requires a man to b. trained te it
prhctically to be able te ioalize the utmost profits
the business je capable of. The knewledge of the
kind of seed te sow, capacity te select it, know-
ledge of the kind cf selle in which te s0W it, the
mode of cultivation cf the land, the sewiùg of the
seed, the completing of the labour, the weeding,
tbe pulling and harvesting of the crop, are each
branches cf business at wbich a novice would fid
hirnsef very deficient. The treatment after pul-
ling is one ef the meet difficuit matters ta manage
properly. It le essentially a ohemical treat-
ment, ,perforniei ne doubt by simple means and
in a natural way, but in which some ekillin prac-
tical cobernistry ie necessary. Mecbanical aid le
aise inveked, and smre cf the meet cemplex and
ingeninu contrivances have been invented te aid
in the preparatien cf fiai, and ef sncb there have
been patented in the United Kingdorn upwards of

100, in the United States upwards of 30, in Canada
5, and ln Belgium, France, Austria, Prussia, and
ether European countries great numbers cf inven-
tiens have been introdÙsed and patented. Gold
medals, and money premiume te a large amen,
bave been awarded for essaye written on the sub-
ject. Chemical analyses and expýeriments have
been made, and works written on the subject by
learaed profeseors. Much bas been read, said
written, and dene, and yet it le a 'wide field for
furtber discovery; and ho would be bold indeed
whe would assert it te be se simple as te, be under-
etood without tbe necessity cf instruction.

THE RECIPROCITY TREATY, AND ITS
EFFEOT UPON OUR MANUFACTURING
AND OTHER INTERESTS.

According te the doision corne te by beth
branches cf the Federal Legi8lature cf the United
States, notice wiIl probably ho given te the British
Governmeat for the termination cf the Treaty, on
the 16th cf Marob, 1866. In view cf sucb a pro-
bability, it le weil for Canadians te censider the
effieet it is likeIy te, have upon their industrial
interese. 1

Altbougb we are convinced that the benefits cf
the Treaty are on the elde cf tbe United States,
yet we unbesitatingly say that we consider ils
continuance, either la ils pressaI or a revised
form, meel desirable. In the firel place, because,
if terrninated, the international difficulties in con-
nection with the Newfeuadland and centigueous
fisheries, would again b. epened te angry contre-
versy ; and secondly, because the more unre-
stricted the commerce and general business inter-
course betwsen any twe nations, the lese likely
will it be for war, witb its unteld and incencciv-
abl. horrors, te avise between lhem. For these
reasoas do we earnestly desire that th. friendly
interceurse now existing may net b. distnrbed in
the way propeaed.

We cannet, however, look upon its termination
as. a Ihing se much te be dreaded; it bas both ite
advantages and disadvantages. Prier te the
Treaty, 'the milling intere8ts were presperens
threnghont Upper Canada, a large portion cf our
wbeat being ber. manufactured into fleur before
sbîprnent; but smo.e the Treaty carne into oper-
tien, the wbeat bas been largely purchascd by
Arnerican manufacturera, and by thora made inte
-the exact quality cf fleur suit.d te their home
trade ; but, on the ether hand, the Treaty has been
very beneficial te the lumbering and serne ether
interesle cf the western part of the Province, and
te the residente near Ibe frontier geaerally.


