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Canada's Crux.

CANADAs NATIONAL EXISTENCE, the
most Vital of ail the "Vital
Problerns of Canada," bas within
the past few weeks been forced

uplofl the Canadian people.
'Tis strange, 'tis passing strange, to

contemplate thue apathy to, or oblivious-
ness of, a problern so monuentous, until
its sudden projection before the Dom-
inion with menacing mien ; and 'tis mel-
anchioly to record the fact that Canada
%vas awakened to the Vitality of it by a
culmination of circunustances,, extraneous
to bier, and to the urgency for its imme-
(liate solution by a movement in wbicli
she hiad no part, though it is a move-
ment begotten of twvo cardinal articles of
lier own National creed-patriotismn, the
love of the peole for their own landi
2iicl Nation ;and loyalty to the Empire
of which that land and Nation form ail
ultegral part.

Patriotisnu and Loyalty! IlIustriotu-
and magnificent parents they are of the
glorious twin conception-National in-
tegritv andi Empire soliclarity ; but, alas

for Canada! She is, so far, only a pro-
claimer of a faith, and an applauding
spectator of a great co-operative work--
a work of others-a work in which she
was not only entitled to participate, but
of wliich lier own geographical position,
lier vsns, wealth and resources, and
the corresponding instinctive behests of
seif-preservation, miight welI have made
lier the Leader.

Canada bas been aroused by the cry
of Great Britain ini danger; but so pro-
found was lier slumber, and so quick
wvas lier awakening, that at first she was
(laze(l and unable to appreciate the start-
ling conditions that confront hier. Like a
lifd man suddenly investeci with sight.
wonder andi bewiiderment for a time
transcended every other emotion; and
shle could neither form, nor give adequat.-
expression to, a correct idea of hier newlv
acquired perspective.

Canada will become calm and coin-
posed, and we have no cloubt that the.
voice of lier people wiIl be clear, em-_
pliatic, and irresistile ini its final enun-
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