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THE MILITIA PROBLEM.
1 Ily an (>fricer in a Rural Corp<.

AVTER the Septernber camps there appeared severai letters in
frXour coltimrns antent the rural corps, and as 1 disagreed with

niost 1 thotight of writing in answer ta themn, but being l)llsy, the
lime went past and 1 dtid not. The plan 1 would advocate wvould
l)e to place the country corps as nearly as possible on the saie foot-
ing as city corps, as farmers' sons and mechanics have no more
limie to attend camps than their city bretbren; therefore, they do flot

Jin, and il is mainly the lloating class who go, who are here to-day
and away to-morrow, and one thing- is cer-tain, that if trouble wvere
to arise îhey are not the class w~ho couild be relie<l on. 1 would
therefore advocate the appointnment of a paid instructor, froni one of
the schools of înfantry, wvho wotild drill each cornpany two nights a
week at conipany headquarters ini the înonîhs of Julie and February,
and then, sav, on D)ominion Day, os- Thanksgiving 1)ay, or- some
other public hio!iiday, have themni eet at hattalion headquiarters for
battalion nliovemnents and a dinner 1 rovided like a picilic, wherethe

p)eop>le wouild take soine interest in themn, an<l not as aI prescrit,
%%,len it is considered a disgrace to be a voluinteci.

1 have aîways miaintaine(l that %vcre a compasnv composed of the
righit material and ils mien weII griotiidedl in company drill and able
to hit the target every timie, the mnioney ex1 iended %vouild not be, as at

present, thrown awav.
1 îhink a good test of efliciency wvould be that of calling- out the

(-om)asnies at short notice, and in the case of those who couild îîot
miuster half strenglh-let somieone else try il. At pret;ent 1 ami so
sick of the way things are carried on that 1 have mutde uip ni\ llid
to take a back seat uinless sonie change for the bette- is broughît
about.

THE OTHER SIDE 0F IT.

I an article headed the Iermanent Corps -' iii your issue of

thec i Sth of Novemiber youi make several statemienîs which, if

not contradicted, niay (I0 harni to the permanent foi-ce, which iii-
deed seemis 10 be one of the aimis of youir paper and sonie «' iii-
îary' correspondents in Canada, where evcrybody, froni the beggar
on the mîdden tup, seemis t0 be ale t0 give opi iions off-lhand Ui)oii

iiiîlitary questions.

I n the first place, you sa>- these corps -have not by any mneans
fultilled the purposes for wvhich they, were organized. ' This 1 cml-
phiatically deny, esj)ecially if youi refer to thecir instructional dhaies.
Granling for the present that they- exist, flot as soldiers, but as

1)e(ltgogutes mcirely, I wil ia;k yoiu to look, at tîîe Militia List, as youi
should have donc1 befos e wrilîflg your aticle, and look uip the
corps in, for instance, No. 2 l)istric-the ()ueen's Owni, Rovial
G;renadiers, 13t1h Battalion, 48111 I-ighlan(eS-aiid sec what the
permanent loi-ce has been dol ng. The officers of these corps have
worked hard iii a proper spirit, have obtained their certilicates an(!.
have theïr rewvard in their splendid battaliorîs. But I dare say the\-
wouild have fouind -t iluch ensier if the permîanent foi-ce hiad not
existe(l when they %vent throuigh, and the old svsteîn of education,
îvhicl pro<luced corrinianders of the Ri(lgeway type, hiac been iii

vogue- -but what wouild their baîtalions have been like now% :, Bv
the way, what w~as the old systenm of edutcation ., I knlo%% of the
V. I. examnination, but I doiît know thiat il wvas a systecm of educa-
lion. I (I0 kilo%%, however, tint it w~as liv-îked tîpoui as a iiiitar-v
joke. I also know of the suilitary schools. Bitî how coulid vol, re-
tuin ta that systen wvithouî Imiperial troops (shouild 1 sa>- liii-
perial schools f) reluirning to Canada ?' Ierhaps >-our welI-knownl
î-eader, wvho wants la smash the per-manent for-ce (I fancv I ý;ec
\.B1. aller his naille), lirefers Englishmien t0 his own peop)le. I
hav-e kilo- stichl. .\s l() the -nrnu - m ils the perma nent corps

cosîs the couintr-> (Mr-. \Vell-Knowvn Reader probably gauges it b>-
the anouints spent by a tow~n cour.cîl on its police), 1 beg, t sa>'
that the counîtrv gets full valuse for- every cent she speîîds uipon it,
whichi is moi-e than cati be said about a gi-eat p)art ofîthe militia.

If >-ou andl your î-eader are 50 zealous why (ion' t youi set to work
and dlean uip the active militia ? There are, for instance, old fossil
captains therein who refuse promotion and w~on't relire because they
wouild thus drop theit- 1 care of armis -and --drill instruction
allowances. Stich -' care- they take, and what -instuctors
There is plentv of real îvoik for zealois, people if they look for il in
this direction ;but yotur pape- and ils correspondents seemi t0
relish nothing s0 mîîich as pitching int the pernianent for-ce, tlie
nmost efficient of al. 1)oes il îîot occur to youi that this miust dis-
gutst pai istaking officers ;n that for-ce?

Now as to "schools. - The wvord is a genci-al one and lias no
militas- signification to the public. Whers a soldier comnes t0 be
asked 30 01- 40 limes iii a year what tlie ages are of the childu-en
latight at the -school,- he natutrally gels sick of îhe woi-d, and il
%vas for this ueason that the ic mîtary wvord -(lepot -was substi-
tuted. \Vhat, Ilien. is vour objection to this ? Why should îîot
soldiers go to a «- depol for their instruction ? And why
shoLîld uiot the lab)el --Military School '' stuck uipoui a baru-ack
l)e toril down Nvhen it %vould be mnisleading 10 Ihose w~ho shouild
l)e tatight that soldiers 1k-e in bariacks or camps an(l îot un

schools ? 'And wh-ly shouild not infântry ofliceî-s, whomi yous
specially single out, cor-r-ct people îvho uise tlîe %'-ord 'school'

instea1 of -(l elot, whcn the lattes- is the offic~iai wvord ?\\'hat
is the matter %vith youi- paper ? Can it show that the word

lej)ol '' hurts anvbody or does any- harni ?' Whaî of it, foi- gond -
ness sake?

Furîher, as to this pedagogue business. \\Te will suppose agaîin
that the permanent force exisîs solely for teaching, that he>- neyer
saw the Saskatchewan, and that they do uîot serv-e I ler- Majesty, as
sol(liers. I think that even iaymien cati se tînt in order 10 teachi
others to be soldiers they must first be soldie-s theniselves, andl it is

(luite as plain that Ihe>- must accor(Iinglvý 1e ai-ganused, lraine1, and
taughî to look uipoîî thenmselv-es as such. This cani nev-er be if
Ilie> exust only as -schools -and nat as inilitaiy uits, and for a
furîhe- and niost important î-eason, tînt the -teacheis -iii or(lcr
ta kceep their Innds in -must u-e.aiuî iii touch with a pui-el>-
milt-- body- in order to be of uise to the -schiool-bo\s" Mien
îlîev joun.

XVhat are youi- reasons for youir ob)jections 10 the peruiiancnt
for-ce as soldiers L et uis hica- tliesm, and sec if t11e>, viII I)cau-
inspectin .

MONTREAL VETERANS ORGANISE.

i\ îeteu-an association is an accomiplishied lact iii Montrueal. At
a meeting, the oîher-day the E-xecuîtive Commiiittee suibmitîed the fol-
Iowing Iist ol office,-s, wlîichl was a,)prove<I of:

liIon. I)resillent, I ietul. -Col. Ixmian; presî(leut, Lieut. -Col.
Bond ; ist vice I)resi(leit, Lient. -Col. Isaacson; 21nd î-ice-pruesident,
Mîr. Jamies IIai-pei-; ti-casuirer, 1). I -Lockerby; secretar>-, Major 1).
Seath ;sur-geon, F~. \V. Camîpbell, M - 1.; 1Ex.ectiie Coîîîniiittec,
L.ieut.-Col. NîcAttlhur, I.ieuît.-Col. Stevenson, Sergl.-Major \Valker,
Mîajor- Baynes, Sci-gt. Cuîniîîglîai, Capt. Beers, NI î-. Mîesn
Mlajoru Canipbelî, lieut.-Col. Gardnîer, lieut. -Col. Kennedy, Sci-gt.

IoaLieut.-Col. Cushîing. Major Atkinson, Seit-. Nlajo- Star-,
lieut. 1-llicot, Scg.lones. Sergl,. ig Cl-M attice, Col. Mlarchand
and lieut -Col. Ste. Mîarie. It ivas <Iecided that the officet-b mleet
the NIinister of NIilitia whien iii Nonti-cal this week, and lay- thci,-
clainlis foi- r-ccognitionî before limi. 'llie imov-emlint i-; eltihusiasti-
caîly entered iuîto b>- the veterans n-ho i-ose iii arnis -aainust iliose
%vîîo) sou4lit thle decat rui-îon of theit- cou Iuîrv -


