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BROWNSON’S LECTURES.

Continuing his cxamination of the comparative
eflects of Catholicity- and Protestantism upon the
material welfare of mankind, Dr. Brownson was led
to examine the meaning of {hat- hackneyed word
* Philanthropy,” so rauch in vogue at the present
dxy. And here Dr. Brownson at once admiited the
Justice of the claim of Protestantism to be considered
as the author of Philanthropy. Cathelicity does not
know it—las nothing to do with it. Philanthropy,
which, being interpreted, means,® the love of man-
kind in general, and the hatred of _‘eveEy'_ man in
particular,” 'is an emivently Protestant virtue.—
Charity, which denotes the love of God for Himnself,
and the love of man for God, is thic characteristic of
Catholicity, and leads to results very different from
thogc produced by Protestant philanthropy. ~ Charity,
or the love of man for God, induced the rich, (in the
ages of darkness and barbarity, as they are called by
Protestants; or ages of faith, as they are called by
Catholics,) to found convents and hospitals, where the
hungry were fed, the naked were clothed, the sick
were tended and ministered unto. But Protestant
plilanthropy changed all this. These establishments
savored too much of superstition ; so down they nust
come, and make way for the poor-laws and poor-
houses. - Insteac of the convent-hospital, Protestant-
i‘s’m has its poor-house, where the unfortunate wreteh,
who has been found guilty of poverty, is closely
imprisoned, and kept alive rather than fed, as an
example to restrain others from poverty, or asking
velief. . More cruel than many savage tribes whicl,
from a mistaken humanity, put an end to the existence
of the old and infirm amongst their members,
Protestant philanthropy inearcerates its victims in
those aceuised poor-law bastiles, and prolongs. their
sufferings with a few ounces of oatmeal, grudgingly
atlministered, not from. love of God, but through fear
of revolution, until death terminates their miseries,
and a parochial coffin, and a pauper funeral, receives
and disposes of the unhappy victim of Protestant

philanthropy—as witness the Ennistymon murder.
The difference of the Catholic prineipie, charity, and

. of the Protestant principle, philanthropy, is strikingly

exemplifiedin their differentcffects upon the enslaved

- races of mankind. Catholicity found almost all the

fower classes of society in Lurope slaves, and it
cimancipated them, noiselessly ; and not only did it
strike off {he. fetters. of the slave, but it erased the
ignominious mark: of serfdom from his brow.' “But

- what has: Protestantism done for “the emancipation of

its . slaves?- ' Great Britain has. expended enorimous

. sums; ruined its colonies, and made the condition of

~ their old ‘slive population tenfold worse than it was

before. Tven the tender mercies of Protestantism

. are very cruel :.if it- emancipates, it can do nothing
- to;ameliorate- the social condition -of the nominally

- emancipated slave.: In "the free ‘States' of the

- American Union, Dr.' Brownson. observed  that the
- cqndition of the emancipated slave was far worse than

thé condition of the ‘slaves in_the Southern States.

Pollutlng .all"it’ touches, . Protestantism has: made
emancipation; not:a.boon, huta curse, and an addi-

. tiopal dégradation to.the unhappy- negro. -
“-Dr.. Brownson next pointed- out the effecis ‘of
Protestant philanthropy upén the social condition of

¢ | subjected to: the:miséry of ‘receivin

- | the Protestants.

ef ai:bﬁf?'éﬁu-:
‘ofi'tie-year:
‘pardchial-relief.

Yes, .and of ‘these 'unhappy ‘béin& a-greati portion

» ¥ 1is composed, not: 6f those who, from age and infirmity,

are unable to wark; hiut of the strong, the active; and

| thié.industrious, who vainly ask from their fellow man

permission. to toil in his service. . .It.wasnot dlways
so_in ; England; for she was Catholic. England once,
and merry England. The word -pauper-was ‘not
known ” then: "''The “corivents and - other- religious
establishments amply. sufficed for the wants of the
infirm, and the strong could then always maintain
| themselves 'by their -own_ labor. In. the reign of
Henry .the.sixth, the commonest laboring man could
earn.from five to-six shillings per diem, sufficient to
purchase a bushel of wheat, and twenty-four pounds
of meat per week.  Such was the physical condifion
of ‘the laborer in Catholic England. But Henry
VIII., that pious Protestant King, inflamed with zeal
for purity of religion, and sirong animal passions,
destroyed the convents, and his sor and daughter
established the poor-laws, those eternal monmmnents of
Protestant philanthropy. - By 1st Ed. VL, the
beggar was to bc branded with a hot iren, and
compelled to toil as a slave for two years, with
permission to his master to make him wear an iron
cullar,  Tlizabeth, by proclamation, 1595, sent him
to the gallows,

Dr. Brownson gave up Philanthropy entirely to
The learned geutleman next pro-
cecded to examine the effects of Protestantism upon
civil liberty; the first of which was to establish
absolutism upon the ruins of the old constitutional
monarchies of the middle ages. Protestantism gained
favor in the sight of kings, who saw the immense
increase’ of power which it held out to them. By
the most abject servility, Protestantism first obtained
a. footing. Polygamy, which it tolerated, and the
facilities for divorce which it offered, were irresistible
inducements to princes like TPhillip of Hesse and
Henry VIIL, to embrace the new religion ; and then
there was the spoil of the Churches and monastic
establishments. All these causes combined to make
kings favorable to Protestantism, which was forced
upon a reluctant people, by a code of the most
barbarous laws that the world ever witnessed. In
England, to be a Catholic was to be a traitor ; and
attendance at the new-fangled worship-sheps was
made compulsory, under heavy penalties for the
refractory, ihat is, for those who preferred loss of
goods, liberty, and life, to apostacy. Such were the
means by which Protestantism was established in
LEngland, and by which it has been sustained to the
present, as in Sweden, Norway, Denmark, where it is
penal to become a Catholic. A repeal of the cruel
laws against Catholics has always been followed by a
rapid return of the people to the true Faith. The
present free governinents of Great Britain and the
United States are often quoted as examples of the
beneficial results of Protestantism. But it should be
remembered that the foundation of all the eivil
liberties which these countries enjoy, were laid by
Catholicity ; that they were almost destroyed by the
Tudors and Stuarts, the first Protestant princes of
Great Britain, and that all that has since been done,
has been only to re-conquer some of the old liberties
which were lost by the miscalled Reformation.

Dr. Brownson’s last lecture was delivered upon
Tuesday, 12th instant: the subject, © Popular Lite-
rature.” By popular literature, the learned gentleman
stated lie intended to denote lay, as distinguished
from religious, literature. This distinction did not
exist in the literature of ancient Greece and Rome.
The religion of classic antiquity, sensual in its very
essence, and appealing to the worst passions of man,
harmonized with his corrupt nature ; but Christianity,
of which the essence is self-denial and asceticism, can
appeal only to man’s higher, or spiritual nature:
hence the antagonism that is visible betwixt the
religious and lay literature of the Clristian world.
Dr. Brownson then drew an admirable distinction
betwixt the literature of Greece and Rome. The
prevailing idea of the Greek, as evidenced by lis
word nomos, is adaptation, or fitness of things ; hence
ks love for. the to Aalon, the beautiful in form.
"This idea is to. be found throughout the political and
social institutions of Greece, influencing its forins of
government, its literature, and its cultivation of the
line arts. The idea of the Roman, upon the same
subject, was expressed by the word Zex, law, giving
the idea of a legislator, or authority : hence the ideas
of command and obedience, which pervaded the
government, the jurisprudence, and the literature of
the Western world. This grand idea, perfected by
Christianity, is to be found throughout the literature
of Western Christendom.. Whilst disputes and
heresies rent the Eastern churches, the West enjoyed
a peace, almost uninterrupted, till the days of Luther.
About the middle of the xv. century, the capture of
Constantinople by the Turks compelled the learning
of the Greeks to seek an asylum in‘the West ; and the
revival of the taste for Greek literature coincides
with the first appearance of that spirit of resistance to
authority, the general characteristic of that lay or
anti-Catholic literature which is now so much esteem-
ed.  Some traces of the same spirit may be detected
in the.writings of Dante, Boceacio, and: others, but
its full mamfestation was reserved for the age of
Ulrich-Von Hutten, Lither, and Erasmus. Ulrich
Von Hutten, who may be considered as-the father of
modern Protestant lay literature,. whose writings

{Luther so much admired, and which, like Luther’s

own writings, ‘are -foo obscene, too- beastly, to:bear
quotation, set tho first -example. of this irreligious
defiance of authority. Iirasmus attacked the bari
barous latinity of the Motiks, and had his imitators,
amongst. .whom' may be cited the wilty but. coarse
Rabelais. It is impossible’ to form a correct. judg-

ment’ of the ‘merits of the literature of any.age or

‘peaple;

without: some:criterion or, rule wherewith « io

try it -This " ieriterion,” Dri-+Brownson " found “in
Catholicity; ‘which* embraces”all” truth;-matiral and
supérnatural. *That ‘only is really beautiful which is
true. - 'lie’ Catholic; therefore, can admire. that only.
which barmonizes.with: Catholicity, which is truth,
and ymust condemn - all that is. repugnant thereunto.
Novw, the great characteristic: of modern-literature, is
its. opposition “to- all ‘authority—divine “or’ human.
This -is -strikingly exemplified in one of the ‘noblest
specimens 'of 'this modern literature—Milton’s Para-
dise T.ost. . Here, the Deril is the kiero, and the
general feeling produced by the perusal. of this
wonderful poem, is sympathy-for Satan,-and. admira-
tion at the indomitable courage with which he huls
defiance at the. despotic Majesty of Heaven. -The
same spirit -is the cause of the almost universal
approbation of the writings of Byron. But if in the
xviI. eentury, we find the opposilion chiefly confined
to spiritual authority, descending to later times, we
find the hatred of authority continually increasing.
In the xviiL. century, authority whether spiritual or po-
litical, was set at naught, and human- reason exalted.
Inthe XIX.century,reason is despised,and passion deifi-
ed. Take,forinstance, the much-read Tngene Sue,
and what can you find in his writings 7 After painfully-
wading through pages of vapid nonsensc, namby-
pamby sentimentalism, enlivened only by blasphemy
and obscenity, you meet with an appeal to the
passions, to the lowest instincts of ‘man’s animal
nature, but never a single noble or generous senti-
ment. In like manner, Dr. Brownson examined the
validity of the claims to our admiration of many of the
popular authors of the day, testing the merit of their
works by the standard he had at first proposed, viz.,
their harmony with truth, as revealed through Catho-
licity. - Ile pointed out the injurious eflects upon
the indivilial, of an indulgence in the pernicious
habit of what is termed light-reading, as begetting a
morbid sentimentalism, and unfitting man for the
fulfilment of his great destiny. DMan las but one
legitimate object, that object being another world
and Eternal Life. That only is to be considercd
Dbeautiful, which is good ; and that only good, which
conduces to the attaimment of man’s sole legitimate
object, and leads to Ileaven and the Kingdom of our
God.

The Rev. Mr. Cordner has been lecturing upon
the influence of religion upen civilisation, in answer to
the lectures upon the same subject delivered by Dr.
Brownson. We should not have felt omrselves at
liberty to' take any nolice of the former gentleman’s
discourse, as having been delivered in the Unitarian
chapel of this city, in the regular course of the
Sunday’s service ; but as the Montreal Herald has
published a long report thereof, it may be considered

‘as intended rather for general circulation, thian as

imited to the rev. gentleman’s congregation. Look-
ing' upon it, then, as public property, from the fact of
its having been reported in a daily paper, we will
take the liberty of making a few remarks upon the
discourse. 'The Church did, even according to the
Rev. Mr. Cordner, succeed in eflecting great tri-

umphs. She overturned hierarchies, principalities,
and philosophies, and, by the impulsion of spiritual

‘force alone at lastreached: the central seat of the
'world’s power, and made bherself felt and acknow-
ledged, even there.

But, then, it seems an inherent,
a radical delect, in. her constitution, caused her to
stop short in her triumphs, and a check was put to
her farther developement. How this occurred, we
hardly dare to.write. We give it just as we find it
reported in the columns of the NMontresl Herald.

Though the Son of God had Himself become
Incarnate, and undertaken to establish a Kingdom, of

whose dominion there should be no end, yet, according
to the Rev. Mr. Cordner, He did this work so
badly, or so negligently, that it utterly failed in
accomplishing its objects. - Lest we should be thought
to be joking, we give the very words as we find
them reported in the. Montreal Herald, of the 14th
instant. Speaking of Christianity, the Rev. Mr.
Cordner is made to say—

« Its author had constructed for it no special
organisation ; but those who had accepted it did so.
This was necessary.”

This is the first time that we ever saw it publicly
declared, that Christ did not do all that was necessary
for IHis Church, which He founded and sealed with
His own precious blood, but left this work so imper-
fect, that it required, shortly after His death, to be
put to rights, and set in order by men. If an
organisation were 7ecessary, and Christ did not
construct any for it, Ide must have been deficient in
foresight, or in power; for it is not to be supposed
that Lie had not the wiLt to do all that was necessary
towards the success of bis work. In this point of
view, Mahomet was a far cleverer legislator and
founder of a religion than our Divine Redeemer.
No Mahometan would presume to say that Mahomet
had not done-all that was necessary towards the

establishment of Islam. However, the Rev. Mr: |

Cordner, 3f his discourse is correctly reported i the
Montreal Herald, declares’ gpenly that Christ did
not do all that was necessary, and therefore it is not
at all . wonderful .that His work fell to the ground, as

the work of a bungling architect, who does not do all

that is necessary, always must.fall. ~ “With this view
of .the Church, ‘it is not surprising that the rev.
gentleman ‘ arrives at “the conclusion that slie soon
became‘incapable- of: filfilling’ Ler duties; indeed; it
would have been strange if she had not : and the only
wonder is, that being, according to bim, so imperfect-
Iy constituted, she did effect so much.- :The Catholic
believes that Christ.did-do all that was. necessary. for

His :Chureh.  He- (the: Catholic): agrees: with - the

Rev: Mr.:Cordrier in-believing that-a:special>ofgan-
isation was' necessary; and that; therefore, Christ did
give it that #ecessary, specialiorganisation’; for if- the
 Catholic-believed:otherwise, he:could not look upon
Christ as the omhiscient:and' omnipotent-Son of God.
‘With this fundamental difference of opinion:as to the
nature and worle of Christ; it is ‘unnecessary -forus to
follow tlie rev: gentleman’s-argument. - Christ:did not
do what was-necessary to be ‘done; theréfore the
Cliurch ‘failed—is -his:-argument. - ~“We deny his
premises, as blasphemous.. - Christ did do all that veas
necessary to be done, and therefore His work can
never fail. = T '

EFFECTS OF PROTESTANT MISSIONS IN
- THE SANDWICH ISLANDS.

We remarked some time ago, in reference to
Protestanf-Missions, that ¢« Protestantism can exter-
minate, Cathalicity alone can convert and cirilise
savage nations.” We instanced the case of the
Indian tribes of this country, in support of the latter
assertion’. We have it in our power to prove the
justness of tlie former, by the most unexceptionable
testimony, the Annual Report of the S. I. Missions,
copied from the Montreal Witness, of the 18(h
instant ;:— :

CoxTrASTS AT THE SANDWICH IsLANDSs.—The annual
report of .the S. 1. Mission confirms the apprehensions
lately felt of the ultimate disappearance of the nativoe
race. In 1849, there were in the islands 4320 deaths
against 1402 births, being an access of 2018 deaths.

The total addition to the churches was 815, the whole
number of deaths in the churches 1162.

But how comes this rapid disappearance of the
native races? may be asked. THow comes it, that
immorality, disease, and death ever follow close upon
the footsteps of the TProtestant Missionary?. Ta
these questions, we give the following answer,
extracted from a late number of the IN. Orleans
Crescent i—

¢« The Islands are fast becoming depopulated by the
loathsome disease incident 1o general prostitution, and
it is currently estimated thatin ten years more there
will not be 10,000 left of the 400,000 natives who roam-
ed free, innoeent and happily overthese Islands at the
time of their discovery. The churches are supported
principally by the women. -* % ¢ "+ =

« ] have seen it stated in the Missionary Herald, that
the purest virtues reigned in the palace of the Hawai-
an monarch, when, «t the same time it was well
known that the queen of the Islands, the wile of the
areat Kamehameha, vvas living in open adultery with
heér own nephew. Three of the princess’s, his cousins,
were seduced by the same man, while they were to-
gether at a missionary school, and each bore him chii-
dren. . ,

. This nephew has since died of the loathsome di-
sease which is depopulating the islands ; his two bro-
thers are lingering on the verge of the grave witha
like aflliction, and with them and the present King
will pass away the last of the kingly race of the great
Kamehameha, The missionaries will then have the
islands all to themselves. ; :

The Sandwich Islands have always been the great
boast of the Protestani Missionaries. 'Flere, if any
where, has the value of Protestantism, as an element
in the great work of Christianising and civilising
mankind, been fairly put to the test ; and we have the
result before us: beastly immorality, loathsome dis-
case, and, by the confession of the Missionaries
themselves, the rapidly approaching extinction of the
pative races, ) ‘

With this specimen of the result of Protestant
Missionary work before their eyes, our Colporteurs
would do well to pause ere yel they have succeeded
in perverting and demoralising the innocent and
religious French Canadian habitans.

Before Protestants or Missionaries set their feet upon
the shores of the Sandwich Islands, they contained a
simple, and, comparatively speaking, innocent race.
Protestantism, prostitution, and rum, have done their
work upon them, as upon the natives of many other
islands in the Pacific ; and we have in the extract
fromn the IMontreal VWitness, the result Lefore us.
‘We repeat it—Catholicity can civilise, Protestantism
can do nothing but extirpate’; and that it does well
and quickly.

We see by the Upper Canada papers, that the
Anglican Bishop of Toronto has, with a proper sense
of what is due to his Church, dismissed onc of his
clergy for attendance at a dissenting meeting-house.
A conscientious and honest -Bishop could mnot act
otherwise. But what would he say if he were told:
that clergymen of the Church of England, at Mont-
real, were so far forgetful of their own position, and
of their Church’ claims to respect, as to become
active members of a Society composed, for the most
part, of members and ministers of - sects which the.
Church of England looks upon. as schismatic and
heretical ; and whose _prineipal. occupation (is to
publish lies against the-Catholic clergy, as witness the
casc of the Rev. Mons. Faucher.  The Bishop of
the Church of England at Toronto would not long
subiit to such a scandal. - . o

We publish .in another. column, an. account. of an,
insult -offered: to. the. Rev.:Mons. le-Curé" de- Beau-
harnois.. .How easy it would.be for us, if we were
inclined:to iimitate the-illiberal example” set by some "
of our'centemporaries, to insinuate that tlie’ perpe-
trators ‘were DMethodists or Congregationalists’ or
Presbyterians.. We do not do so, because we leave
all such mean ¢onduct to the cowardly, libellers of the
Rey. Mons.: Faucher. , There are bad men amongst
all denominations, and we are ‘certain that: acts:of-
outrage, - such - as, those - committed against ~-Mr:
Osgood, the, Iev. Mr.~ Digby - Campbell, -and the
Rev.. Mens. Charland; are aliké held: in detestation

| by-all gentlemen, whether Catholic or Profestantt -



