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L life. It must interest such of you as are Protestants. | Louvain, in Belgium. Now, I will permit no one to | rious German tongue with a pows.’ “‘:;’“J) cr:':. :‘;:‘l who, by discipline of th j.p1ecrcal Eacultics, 8

enuineness of the sccond copy. Robert Lia-
* thom went on and prospered, and was very
Tittle troubled cither by day_or by night.—
There are, however, troubles in plenty which
are uncooneeted with what is ordinazily called
prosperity, and onc of these was awaluag Ro-
bort—a trouble which, notwithstanding that he
ew rich, 28 old Bebrens said he would, cast
a shadow on his lifc till his dying day. The
- winter was past, the spring was passiog, and
Robert’s heart rejoiced, for he had been doing
s0 well in the past six months that the timo
might not be far distant when Le might revisit
Sydney to realise his most ardent wish. At
this time he received a letter from Ezekiel
Burdon, which struck him down, and, as he
used to say afterward, then and there mado an
old man of him before he was six-and-tweaty.
Probity Burdon was dead. . . . Poorold
Zeke wrote with much more feeling than had
seemed to be in his nature, and in a strainthat
completely uomanued poor Robert. He knew
that his child had been weak and ailing, but
bad never thought that she Was seriously dis-
cased. At times she would be bright and
happy ; and she was unusually so on the lust
day of her life, when she had volunteered the
ioformation that she felt quite well and strong,
Three hours afterwards she had lain down and
died., A letter and parcel found in her desk
and addressed to Lathom were duly forwarded,
and brought him probably all the comfort which
he was now likely to get. It is believed that
these are the same letter and parcel which by
his most particnlar injunction were laid upon
his breast in the coffin. For many weary
nights ke spelt over the details of Ezekiel's
most sad letter, but it was not till after some
time that he perceived the curious approxima-
tion of the date of poor Probity's death to that
of the mysterious occurrences about the Bills
of exchange. She had died at four o’clock on
the afternoon of the 9th Qctober, only about
ten hours before the letter had been spirited
into his bed-chambor! Mr. Waddington was
also struck with the almost coincidence, and
said that, if the dates had corresponded cxactly,
ke could not avoid the conviction that (he
events were somchow intimately conneeted ;
but of course, as there was not exact corre-
spoudence,* that idea might be dismissed.

It is not known in what year, but Mr, La-
thom certainly did revisit Sydney, probably to
look at a grave there. Ile mevor married, but
he grew very rich, as the Jew had predicted
that he would. For many years, it is said, he
could not bear to hear any event of this story
even hinted at; but towards the end of his life
—the part with which the writer is personally
acquainted—he conversed very frequently on
the subject with his friends, and he at length
gratified them by making a written statement. |
Mr. Waddington also left writtea testimony be-
hind him. )

It should be mentioned, as connected with
this story, and as further proof of the mystery
which scems to surround the whale of it, that
among Mr. Lathom's papers was found a small
slip cut from a German newspaper announcing
the death, at Fraokfort, of Kurl Muller. This
was cnclosed in 2 piece of faded writing-paper,
whereon was noted, in Lathom's writing, (an
this possibly havc been poor Karl, thought te
Fhave been drowned?  Behrens has not replied
to my inguiry. 1 hear of three men having
landed in boat on the coast of Brittany, about
the time when the packet must have joundered,
The Mullers have all lest Sydney.  Poor
Karl! ‘

Tt was only last autumn that Mr. Lathom
died, a milionaire, leaving his large fortune to
be curiously subdivided. Tis lamented de-
cease removed the last barrier agaiost the dis-
closure of the facts here narrated, which, it is
hoped, will prove a valuable contribution to the
science of the invisible world.

¢ Mr. Lathom and Mr. Waddington—indecd our
contributor also—appear to have overlooked the
difference of longitude. If that be taken into ac-
count, it will be scen that, &s nearly as can now b.e
ascertaived, Probity Burdon’s death and the appari.
tions to the two gentlemen must lmvc_occurred at
the same time !—Ebp. Bluckwood's Magazine.

LECTURE OF REV. H. 8. LAKE.
 yfE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE QUESTION OF THE DAY

Annexed our readers will find a full and verbatim
report of the lecture delivered in gt. Bridgets
Church, New York,on Sunday evening, 18th Jan,
on “ The Cnthotic Church and the Great Question
of the Day. The Revercnd gentlemsn spoke as

lows :—
ibl’l‘he subject which I mm about to speak to you
this evening is # The Catholic Church a:nd the Great
Question of the Day,” that is, the question of educn-
tion. It is n great question, because it _qgltutcs the
ontire civilized world: the entire civilized world
are discussipg this question. Last year, in Eng-
land, it overthrew the Ministry of Mr. Gladstone.
During this century it has been the bone of conten-
tion between Ircland and England. It forms the
great basis of the struggle of the Catholic Church in
Prussia, By the suppression of Catbholiv cdu«_-u.flou,
Bismarck has boped for the suppression of the Cath-
olic Church. It is discussed cven beyond the fron-
tiers of civilization, or at least the fronticr that we
are usually accustomed to placc to ‘cw.:llzatxon. It
ir dizcussed, at this moment, 10 India, in Australia,
in tho South American Statos,in Mexico, and here,
in our own land, it is surcly the great question;
Tere the hosts of her cnemies have combined, snd
here, into this arcna, does she pow cnior, knowiag
4t to be a struggle for life or for death, kuowing that
this education nuestion, this question of the Catholic
instruction of her children, will decide her destiny.
If we fall in this struggle—let us not _dlsguxse the
fact—if we fall in this struggle, it requires no pro-
phet to tell us that the Catholic €hurch in this
country will perish as rapidly as her growth, up to
this time, has been glorious, bas been unexampled

even in her own most glorious t.mna.ls.

Such & subject cannot fail o interest you all. It

must interest you as parents. The greatest pleg,-
gure & parent has is his children, For them he is
ready to devote his entire labor. He ia their guide
and their guardian. He is ono day to be held re-
spousible, before the judgment geat of God, for his
conduct towards them; and, long after he has
passed away, these 1ittle ones are to bear lns' name,
and bear witness to his character. It must interest
- you, then, as parents ; it must interest you as citi-
ens of this country, Now, they who move the
wheels of state to-day, know that they must soon
 paas away, that, before many years, you and I will
‘have gone, and these little ones who are playing in

It ig surely an interesting thing for Protestants to
hear the Catholic priest, who speaks not in his own
pame, but speaks in the name of six huadred thou-
sand people of this city, speaks in the name of the
wmajority of the Empire City, and says: “This is the
Catholic doctrine.” Besides this, to-night, I propose
not merely to discuss this question as a Catholic.
I intend, as far as God will give me the power, to
address mygelf to your rcason and to your intellect.
I intend, if it be possible, to prove to you that the
present public school system will prove the ruin of
this country. New, I ask you, if you have preju-
dices, to cast them agide. Judge me calmly, judge
me fairly, by the arguments I sdvance. Iatention-
ally, 1 shall not wound the feelings of the most sca-
sitive person here. Truth, indeed, is sometimes se-
vere, but she is alwaya guarded in her expressions;
she bears within her own breast the consciousness
of ultimate triumph; and, therefore, never feels it
necessary to wound the feclings of her adversaries:
for God my friends, has planted in truth undying
life, even as He bas placed in crror the germs of
death and dostruction. Above all, it must interest
you as Catholica—and I kngw the great majority of
you are Catholics—it must interest you as Cath-
olics; for here I speak with the authority of God. I
go no farther, in what I say to-night, than the In-
fallible Vicar of Christ has gone. I shall use no
words that are not eanctioned by his lips—those
sacred lips which Christ Himgelf scaled with the
triplo seal of purity, of truth, and of infallibility,
when, one day, turning to St. Peter, Hosaid: ¥ Peter,
I have prayed for thee, that thy faith shall never
fail”

But, apart from these considerations which inter-
est you, I coufess I feel myself a deep personal in-
terest in this question. Not only bave I discussed
it frequently during the past few months in privato
conversation with various clergymen and laymen of
this diocese, but this geod church of St. Bridget has
a peculiar charm for me. It is now somo ten years
since God overcame my rebellions and untrained in-
tellect, overcame, by His all-powerfal grace, my re-
bellious will. He wished also to teach me to love
the poor and humble, Oh! how well I remember
it! It was Christmas morning; tho stars were
shining then 8s we love to fancy they shone above
the Crib of Bethlehem. There was not the faintest
etrenk of light in the cast. The latest wayfaver had
gone to his home, Then it was that St. Bridget's
bells rang out in the clear, crisp morniny air; and
the streets were again peopled, and this church wos
filled with o large congregation. Then did I hear
my first Christmas Mass; then, kneeling down
among you, the waters of holy Baptism yct moist
upon my brow, did I conseerate my heart and my
soul, my life and whatever gifts God has given me,
to the defence of that Holy Roman Catholic Church
which is the joy, the greatest boon, the light and
life of my existence,

In discuseing, then, this question of education, I
wish to place clearly before you the path 1 propose
to follow ; but I must makoe this proviso, that if I am
unable to coutinue to the end, you will excuse me:
that you will attribute it to human weakness and
frailty, and not to any lack of desire on my part to
enter most fully on the discussion of this question.

I wish, then, to prove, first, that the present

public ecbool system, if we peraevere im it, will
be the destruction of this country. Second, I
wish to prove that it is manifestly unjust te Cath-
olics. Now, these two questions I shall not speak of
a3 a priest. I shall advance arguments drawn only
from human reason, I well know how futileit
would be to address Protestant Americans with par-
ticular dogmas of the Church. Do not think I am
o foolish as that. Now, when I discuss these ques-
tiong, I discuss them as an intelligent man would
discuss them—as an American. I discuss them as
one whe has a right, and who will speak so long as
he can make his voice heard in any place, Laatly,
after I have proved theso things, I wish briefly to
state what is the Catholic dectrine” in regard to pa.
rents sending their children to these schools.
When a public speaker looks down upon an au.
dienco, he thinks to himself, bow unlike the people
are, how diffcrent their prejudices, how varied their
relations in life, how separate each one of the vast
assembly is from every other. So, entering upon
this argument, I fecl sure that if I have strength I
shall sny some very strong things to-night, Entering
upon this argument, it cheers me to think that there
is at lcast one starting point—that there isone point
about which we all agree ; and that point is this :—
In a country such as ours we are all agreed upon
the necessity of education. Now, to my mind, edu-
cation means simply civilization. The childisborn
a little ravage. It coutains within itself the possi-
bilities of every crime, no matter how refined, no
matter how intellectual, no matter how cultivated
its parents. The little child contains within ifself
the possibility of any crime, no matter how shock-
ing or utrocious, whether against God or man. It
contains nlso, I know, the possibility of every wvir-
tue. It is—to usc one of those quaint, but very ex-
pressivo comparisons of the Middle ages—it is sim-
Ply a picce of unmonided wax, which can be formed
into an angel, or which can be moulded into a de-
mon. Yes, in every community, in cvery family, in
cvery age, in the quietest country town, as well as
in our great city, there is ever an invasion of bar-
barians. They come not now, as once they came,
from the forests of Germany, to burn and efck the
cities of Italy. They are not called Goths and Van-
dals, as they were called then ; no, they are bora in
the very bosom of civilization: and they are called
children. This is the great work of society, Herc
is the never-ending labor of human progress—to
educate children. What work is so great as this?
Who, after all, are those that we should be most
grateful to? Who are the greatest benefactors of
mankind? Tell me not that they are kings or ma-
gistrates; tell me not they are jurists or pocts, ora-
tors, or distinguished writers or leaders of thought.
No; the real benefactors of mankind, the very pil-
lars of modern civilization and all society are those
who are entrusted with the education of our chil-
dren.

I am well aware, my brethren, that sometimes it
is saitl that Catholics, especially the Catholic priests,
like to keep their children and their people in igno-
rance, Now, I indignantly deny that calumny. I
deny it and I refute it, The religion which boasts
in times gone by of her St. Augustine and lLer St.
Thomas, two of the greatest genjuses that ever
walked this earth—that boasts of her Bossuci, her
Fenclon, and her Charlemagne, and hear proud Napo-
leor, who bent his intellect to her doctrines :—that,
in modern days, counts among her children & Man-
ning, a Wiseman, a Faber,and a Newman—has no
need to cloak any of her doctrines with the veil of
ignorance and obscurily. Absurd propaosition!—
Never dare to tell me that. Never dare to say, as
some Protestnnts say, that the sun of intelligence
will dissipate the shadows that cloud the Catholic
mind. Now, I defy any Protestants to answer the
arguments I bring against his relizion,and I defy
him to answer those that I can bring in defence of
my own. Moro than this, who has been the grent
educator of mankind ? It was the Roman Catholic
Church. She came from the Catacombs, and found-
od, at first, her parochial schools for the poor, which
were the model of which the present public schools
in this city are only the most miscrable counterfeit.
It was she who founded the Universities in Eng-
land. Remember well, O Protestants—for you are
too apt to forget these things—remember, that it

was Catholic hands that built Oxford and Cambridge.
In France, it was Catholic hoarts that founded the
University of Paris, It wag the Pope who built the
University in' Copenhagen, and the many in Italy
and in Spain.' And to me, most glorious of all, it
was the Roman Pontiff who gave his sanction to the

our streets will take our places in thia busy scene of

building of my own Alma Mater, the University of

say that I,as a Catholic priest, wizh to keep my
people in ignorance. I respect human reason. I
admire, with all the capacity of my nature, that
hardy human intellect which is abashed by no ob-
stacle; which has unveiled before our eyes & world
of marvels; which traces, on the one hand, the
courses of the planets,and on the .other shows us
the multitudinous forms of life In the drop of water,
I admire that reason which is ever pressing onward
ever towards the myaterieus progress of the future.
No, never say I love ignorance; never say that I
would cramp the intelleciual faculties. I contem-
plate the human reason with a holy reepect; and X
bless God who has made it 8o great and powerful!
Bat however much I love education, however much,
cspecially in this country, I would like to see every
gingle citizen educated according te his station in
life, still I must affirm that it can never be done by
our public schools.

Sometimes it is made a matter of reproach to us
Catholics, that we are mostly of foreign birth or
parentage ; that our priests are generally educated
in other countries ; and that, therefore, it i difficult
for Boman Catholics to properly imbibe what is
called the spirit of American institations, Let no
one think to escape my argument by such a mean
subterfuge as that. My ancestors were tilling the
ungrateful soil of New England long before the first
gun was fired in our revelutionary war, They gave
their blood for the independence of this country;
they bave fought in every war sinee; they have
ever been loyal to the land ; and whatever privileges,
whatever blessings I enjoy here, 1 have received as
a heritage from them—a heritage that I shall jea.
lously maintain.

I enter now upon my argument. In the first
place, what is the social condition of America to-
day? The public schools bave been in existence
since thecarliest years of this century. If weallow
that a child nsually passes some six or eight years in
these schools, we have now among us about ten
generations of publie school children? What lave
they done to improve the morality of the country?
It is nearly time, and I think the most enthusiastic
admirer of these public schools must admit it is
nearly time, that we should sce at least their first
fruits. What do we sec? What do we sce when we
look to-day abroad upou the face of American so-
ciety? Ab! itis a sad thing for one who loves his
country to think how universal is the political,social
and the domestic corruption of this country. Never,
in the annals of auy nation, has corruption taken
8o decp a root In 5o short a time 7 We have a Pre-
sident—what shall T call him? He is scarcely a
man. We have & President who has amassed a for-
tune in a position which Jefferson and our earlier
Presidents loft impoverished. The Vice-Presidente,
both incoming and outgoing, are publicly branded
with perjury and theft. Congressmen, who are
known to have stolen, eit quietly in their seats, in
those seats and in that hall made venerable and
honorable by Webster, Calhoun, Clay and Douglas ;
they sit there quietly, and say : *I am, indeed, con-
victed of theft; but you dare not expel me, because
of the revelations 1 conld make” You Lave a man
now presiding over your Senate, a body formerly the
most honourable, to-day presided over by one whom
the records of a hotel show to have come there and
remained with another man's wife, This is Ameri-
can politica; and these are the statesmen of the publie
schools! TFe have no more statesmen « e khave anly po-
Uitical thicves, trained in our public schools. The moral
corruption is still worse. Look at socicty. In
many States divorces nearly equal the number of
marringes. Bankers everywhere defraud, Dishon-
esty bas become universal. It pains mo quite as
much to say this as it does any Americen to hear it.
Dishounestyt I leave it to you if dishonesty has not
become almost universal? No one knows whom to
trust. The most honorable firms of our city Lave
proved insolvent. The poor starve in our strects;
while a lady last week, almost in the same moment
that a wretched creature was dying of starvation, a
Indy carries to a ball one hundred and forty thon-
sand dollars, in laces and diamonds, on her dress!
Women, worse than that—women, educated in these
public schools—now advocate, both by their voice
and by the papers which arc allowed to circulate in
all parts of the land, advocate unbridled licentious-
ness, and all the doctrines of free love. And, worse
than all the rest, we are assared by the testimony of
the most reputable physicians, that even lawful
wives have become 50 debased by this education,
that they no longer hesitate to murder the offspring
of their womb, Vefore it is born !

Such is not an exaggerated description, nt the
present moment, of Amesican society. Now, bear
witness to this one point: I do not ray, I never yet
have said, that the public school system is entirely
vesponsible for these evils. No: Ido not wish to
go so far as that. I say thutit is one of the out-
growths of it. I say simply this: if there is any-
thing in reason, I think you must admit that, when,
after seventy years trial of the public schools, we
have this state of affairs, it proves that tho public
school system is incapable of dealing with these
evils. And how, indeed, can we expect it could ?
What new power is there in the public school, as it
is at present organized, to heal these great disorders
of the social body? What new principle of life can
be intpoduced there? What hope can we have that

the future will reverse the experience of the past?

that these pullic schools, haviog cxisted about as
long as the degencracy of the country, are now to
change, and to prove the regenerators? Alas!

Alas! I think therc is none. 1sayitin all frank. |

ness, for I always say exactly what I think~I think
it, not 88 a priest, nor as n Cathelic, but as an Ame-
rican citizen--I think that the nation is lost!

- Now, let us look a little deeper into this ques-
tion, I lavetaken up simply one argument, and,
remember, I have taken up this argument, that the
people bave become graduaily cerrupt in spite of
the public schools ; and I draw from that the legiti-
mate inference that the public schools are unable to
check the evil. But we will go into the renal reason
that the American people are so much in favor of
public schools; and I think we will find it based on
this maxim : ¢ Educate the people and they will be
virtuons.” Nothing is more erroncous than that
idea, 23 I am going to show. Dut ask any ordinary
American what we should do to improve our coua-
try, and he will say : % Edueate your children in the
public schools, and they will be all right” Now,
unfortunately, Americens have almost censed to
think for themselves; unfortunately, we read so
many nowspapers that we have almost lost the
power of reason. We no longer seck the finest
authors of English literature; we no longer scek
that which is of real benefit; bnt we surfeit our-
selves with the froth which reporters place before us
every duay of our lives. Now then if there be any-
thing untrue, it is this very maxim that education
will make people virtuous; and I appeal to history
for the proof. .

In the most cultivated {imes of Greace and Rome,
they were most corrupt ; and it was that very cor-
ruption which seemed, in some way, to lead totheir
ultimate degradation. In Europe, to-day, perhaps
the most virtuous peoples are the Irish and the in-
labitnnts of the Austrian Tyrol; and both of these
peoples are, to a great cxtent, uneducated. It is
proved nlso by those whom we know to have Leen
cducated—Dy the great writers of past times. Horace
who wrote the mest exquisite Latin verse, was &
man of most licentious life.
dare to tell of the immorality of Swift. Burns, we
know, had the failing which is only too common
with his countrymen. Shakespeare and Byron wore
men of extremely bad lives. In France, Voltaire,
one of the greatest of French writers; was- a man

whose turpitudes were of sirch s hideous naturs, that,

no one would venture to put them in print. In
Germany, Goethe, who bhas handled his own glo-

In Ireland no one will

~—Qoethe was a bad man,
the Italian literatore by his writings, ™&J alsd &
wicked man. Now,I cite these exampDles merely
in this one sense,—to show that {t does not ncox-
sarily follow that education leads to virtue; for, re.
member, that theso persons whom I have cited were
not educated with the education & child receives in
our public schools; they were not tanght simply to
read and write and spell and learn the names of dis-
tant countries on the globe ;—they were men, not
only of educatien but of genius, who knew all the
subtletios of langusge and of grammar ; who wielded
the most powerful influence of their times. And, if
education did not make them good, how will edu-
cation make children, with only a little smattering
of reading and writing,~how will such an educa-
tion as that make the children of the working classes
good? Never was ther a greater fallacy than toeay
that ignorance and vice go handin hand. How can
I express my indignation at such a sentiment as
that !—wh;t_a calumny against us all!—what a
calumny against our race, to say that the poor work-
man, who never has had educational advantages,
cannot be as virtuous, as noble, and as good in the
sight of God, as the most cultivated man of the
land! Yot that is, practically, what we agdert, when
we say that education and virtue arc one, I should
like to know who is the mast intelligent being out-
side the biessed in Paradise? We are taught to be-
lieve this,—we koow it and must beliove it ;—it ia
the devil himself—the being who possesses more
intelligence than any man that ever lived, but who
';s at the same time the most wicked of God's crea-
ures,

Now, I have said this much for the hietorical part.
1 have shown, first, that the nations that were the
most cultivated were the most corrupt; that men
who were the most cultivated and refincd have been
also most corrupt.

I wish, now, to enter inte another argument. It
is not very often, I think, that the works of Messrs.
Huxley and Spencer repose on a Catholic altar.
However, as Protestants look up to them as thelead-
ers of all modern thought, and as I felt unwilling to
quote anything from memeory, least I should do in-
Justico to these distinguished writers,—1 made up
my mind that I would bring them both ; and I will
show you exactly what they say. Taking up the
nuestion of education, the former says :—

% ¢ Atany rate, make people learn to read, write,
and cipher,’ say & great many ; and the advice is un-
doubtedly veritable as far as it goes. But, ag hap-
pened to mo in fermer days, those who, in despair
of getting anything better, we are met with the ob-
Jection that it ¢z very like making a child practice the use
of a knife, fork, and spoon, withowt giving it a pasticle of
meat. Ireally dom't knowwhal reply iy to e made to
stick an objection.”

And again—

* What wonder, then, if very recently an appeal
has been made to statistics for the profoundly fool-
ish purpese of showing that education is of no good
—that it diminishes nuither misery nor crime among
the masses of mankind? I reply, why should the
thing which has been called education do cither the
one or the other. If I am a knave or a fool, teach.
ing meo to read or write won't make me less of either
one or the other—unless somebody shows me how
to putmy reading and writing te wise and good
purposes, Suppese that any one were to argue that
medicine is of no use, because it could be proved
statistically that the per centage of deaths was just
the same among people who bad been taught how
to open n medicine chest, and among those who did
not so much a5 know the key by sight! Tke argu-
ment isabsurd : but it isnot more preposterons than
that against which I am contending. The only
medicine for suftering, crime, and all the cther woes
of mankind is wisdom. Teach a man to read amd
and write, and you have put in his hunds the great
keys of the wisdom box. Bot it is quite another
matter whether he opens the box or not. And he
is as likely to poiron as to cure himselt, if, without
guidance, he swallows the first drug that comcs to
band. In these times, n man may as well be pur-
bliad, as unable to read—lame, as unable to write.
But I protest, that <f I thought the alternatwve werea ne-
cessary one, I would rather that the childien of the poor
ahould grow up ignorart of bok these mighty arts than
that they should rematn ignorant of that knowledge to
which these arts are means” Lay Sermons: London,
1872, pp. 30-38-39.

This sentence, my brethren, tolls dircetly against
the public schools in this way—thal they only teach
reading and writing, but they don’t teach a person
how to make a good use of what he has learned.
1 sce something a great deal more forcibie here in
what Mr, Spencer says. Inthe first place, he has
relieved me of tho task of refuting a common theory
which he docs so well that I will notattempt itafter
him. Herefutes the idea of ignorance leading to
crime in this way :—

“In newspapers they have often met with the
comparisons between the number of criminals who
can read and write, and the numbers who can not ;
and, finding the numbers who can not greatly ex-
ceed the number who can, they accept the inference
that ignorance is the cause of crime. It does not
occur to them that other statistics, similarly drawn
up, would prave with like conclusiveness that crime
is caused by absence of nblutions, or by lack ofclean
linen, or by bad ventilation, or by want of a sepa-
ate bed room. Go through any jail and ascertain,
how many prisoners had been in the habit of taking
4 morning bath, and you will find that criminality
habitually went with dirtingss of skin, Count up
those who had possessed a second suit of clothes,
and a comparison of the figures would show you

i that but a small per centage of the criminals were

habitually able to change these garments. Inquire
whother they had lived In main streets or down
courts, and you would discover that nearly all
urban crime comes from holesand corners.  Similar-
ly, a fanetical advocate of total abstinence, or of
snnitary improvement could get equally strong stat-
istical justification for hig belief”

Further on, he says :— .

“Are not fradulent bankrupts cducated people
and getters-up of bubble companies, and makers of
adnltered goods, and men of false trade-marks, nnd
retailers who have light weights, and owners, of un-
scaworthy ships, and tlioss who cheat insurance
companies, and those who cerry on turf-chicancries
and the great majority of gamblers? Or fo take
n more extreme form of turpitude—is there not
among those who have committed murder by poison
within our memories, a congiderable number of the
educated—a number bearing a8 Jarge n ratio to'the
cducated classes as does the total number of murder-
ersto the total population?  This deliyf in the morai-
tzing effects of tntellectual culture, flatly contradicted by
Jacts, is absurd, a priori. What imaginable connec-
tion is there between learning that certain clusters
of marks on paper stand for certain words, and the
getting n higher scnse of duty 7. What possible ef-
fect can ncquirements of facility, in' making written
signs of sounds, kave in strongthening the desire to
do right? How does knowledge of the multiplice-
tion-table, or quickness in adding and. dividing, so
increase the sympathies as to restrain the tendency
to {respnss against fellow-crentures? In what way
can the attainment of accuracy in spelling and par-
sing, &c., make the sentiment ot justice more power.
ful than it wag; or why, from stores of geographical
knowledge, persoveringly gained, is there likely to
come incrensed rogard for truth? - The irrclation
between such causes and such c{fects, 18 almost as
great as that between tho exercise of the fingers and
strengthening of the legs, Ono who should by lgs-
song in Latin hopd to gain a knowledge of ' geome-'
‘try, or one who should expect practice in draining to.
be followed by . expressive . rendering .of \a .senata,.
would be thought fit for an asylum; and yet he

pect to proQaca Leiter forlings. St G
appicton, l_srm:p. 361, 3525".563. Hyof
1 am Very glad to bare such an Qutherit
Spencer forthat. 111 had rald i, iy el
companatively littlo weight. d §
._'1? following, frem a man who is
juuliced ; who laoked on this guestion o4 { ?
every tensible man must look on it —that bele
ual cultiire alone is not ablesing, —it iu N
educating’ only cne side of human vatore, g
sido with these two authors, I wish ty quor,)
other, Inthe farewel: address cf Wuhlng::

“ Of all the dispositions and habits wh;
political prosperity, religion and monlh,-c::. b .
pensable supports. In vain would that map B
the tribute of patriotism who should labor 1, 3§
vert theso great pillars of human happines, \w""
firmest propa of the duties of men and citizeng, T

mere politiclan, equally with the pious man, o,
d o

to reapect and checish them. A volumg cou]
trace all thelr counexion with private and "
fellcity. Let It almply bo asked. where js 1 T
rity for property, for reputation, €or life, jf the "y
of religious obligation desert the oaths, wi:
are !.ho instruments of investigation iy co &
justice?And let us, with caution, indulge (1" &
potition that morality can be maintajpeq wlth‘:
religion. Whatever may be conceded to th o
flucnce of refined education on minds of : 11. :
structure, reason and expericuce both furbi{;etFm
expect that national morality can prevajl jp mut
clusion of religious principles® oo

Now, my brethren, there was & time when
words of Waskington had weight with hi; count o
men. ‘There waz a time when all American citiy By
Ro matter how exalted their positian, stil] [o(f’
up with reverence to that pure statesman who Lﬂ
guided them through a scven years' war, Al -‘d
sm afraid that time has passed away, [am .s:gg
that we are g0 besotted in our miscrable Prejudis
in fn._vor of these public schools, that even tl:e'I Y ]
of Waslington, speakiug to us in his Farew]] i;
drees, speaking to us from beyond the tomy, K
has po ccho in our hearts.  For we have bc(\:m-“ :
people utterly pagan.  The poor Iudian in our w;f: ;
ern prairies has some deity which he TUVeIey wips
his wholesoul. Even India and China hiavo lhf:
religivus beliefs.  And what a glorious wisht wy
ancicnt pagan Rome, when her tl’itlmphantalegio."
returned, ben_nng their eaples, preceded by &:; -
General, their Consuls followcd by the entire pge.
lace, to the temple of Jupiter, to render thnn}:‘”
the king of the gods for the new victory of I ‘:
We call them pagans ; Lut would that ye wen: ?:
as they l'=would that this Ereat American pmti;:-:l
even a false religion, rather than no re ligion .t".u'
If there is one religion that is fulser, more lase,
more degradiog to the human mind t'hnn ido‘afc
itself, that religion is indifference to religious ‘l::{h-
and llfis is the religion of the Americag pcoélc

1 wish, now, to enter into the second part of m
argument; but I sce that I have talked much lotgy
than I intended about this first question. | £
then, that the public schools are manifcstl:y toicy
to Roman Catholics. You will bear wittiess to Jnl(
that I have nothing against these rebools in them
sclves i—that 1 have enly dealt with groeral pris
ciples in their regard,—and that I 1 :
said that intellectual training,
:hr&nng, would‘{)rove the ruin of

e country. We all know that many &
cxist in publie schools ; Lut 1 prefer not {o Sr?f?;i 0
them ;—I even prefr to think that they are exd
aggerated in our papers.  And when T read for ex.
ample, a few wecks ago, in the 1lerald, in r:.-gnrd W
the question of punishment, that the details wored
too obscene to be published, ] preferred not to thigk §
of them, I prefer to say nothing more than this]
that they are simply pagan schools. It is & gn".wi
njustice to attempt to force Catholics to atip! M
them. I protest, then, against thes.- schools, L'

. ave simpl
without religiv
the child and

only in the name of my brcthren in the faith bt
protestin the name of vvery person,—of every rpmt:
who has any religions convictions whatever, I
vagan Americans wish to send their pagau childe
to pagan schools, let them do so; no Catholic
for that, _But I protest, for all who havea conecian:e
n'ud a rcl_xg_lon i—I pretest in the name of that and
cient religion which has come down for four thood
sand years—I prowst in the name of the Ismaeliteed
I protest in the name of the Methodists the Dred
by:tcrlunr_:, and the Episcopaiinns, who revere thg
faith which has been handed down to them by the#
parcuts; and I protest, above all, in the name
the Rumnn. Catbolics, against the injustice of forc}
ing the religious portion of the community to send
their children to schools where they are certain &
lose ull religion,
Whatever other sects may do,—for ug, in thi
matter, there is ne compromise, No Catholic wh:
18 properly instructed can send his clild toa public
school without a gricvous sin, There was, at ont
time in this country, & maxim which was accepted
by every cilizen in it :—it wag the roaxim that ld
first to the revolutionary war, that cost us sevet |
years of bloodshed, that imnporcrished the entir
Jand, that desolated nearly cvery home ; that maxir
was this—4 No taxation without representation”
Bt whatdo I see in the public schools? Th
public School is the State Church of America; and
Catholics are forced to attend there againgt thelf;
will;—they are taxed for its support. In this ciff
alone more than three millions of dollars are annt iy
ally taken from the treasury in order to support puthy
lic schools.‘ In the State there are ten miilions, an{y
in the entire country there are forty millions—
W{nere was injustice ever scen so flagrant as thisf
It is known that this money is drawn from ths
poorest portion of uur people, in this city, who ar
compelled to do one of two things,—either to s
their t_:lnk.in:n to these schools (which they canng’
conscientiowsly do), or elso build Catholic schoo! 8
themselves,  What a burden has the State place J§
upon us in this matter| No wondor Catholics o’
indignant when they think of it. No wonder tha 4
for more thun forty years, the vencrable prelatess 3
this diocese, and the Catholics united with then”
bave net ceased to raise their voices apaiust th ]
great wrong. What a burden for our pricsts, wit &
already five or six tinics as much work to do (sui-y
are our rapidly increusing numbers), as any prier 3
in Burope! They nre compelled to strain eve3
nerve, and go out among their people—among the'§
poor, hard-working people—to get assistance 13§
build schools, that these children, who are so dear(
their hearts, may not lose that holy faith for whidg
for three certuries, tho Irish people have given g
everything. Is this not sad? No wonder thid
Catholics arc indignant! No wonder that onr bac
smart when we think how severe is thy lash whith
the State, that boasts of its liberty, has applied
us beceuse we have not power to defend ourselves 5
But, unjust a8 it is to the Catholic Ghurch, it ¥
slill more unjust to the taxpayers, I nm speakilt
now not merely of Catholic taxpayers; but of toj
payers in general, I am going to -say somethit]
which I bave never yet seen or heurd, but which i
very true, indeed, and which is a matter of reflectie §
for every taxpayer of this city. By the last Repo g
of the Publie Schools, it appears that they have 8 |
average attendance of about one hundred thousan
pupils—it i8 ninety-nine thousand and somo od g
hundreds—wé will call it one hundred thousand-
For these pupils they spend three millions two hul &
dred: thousand -dollars, Now, then, that gives 0}
averuge of thirty-two dollars for every. child in tk4
public schools.  'We, too,have our schools ; We hsvs
more than fifty scheols in  this city alrendy, ralsef
up -by ‘the untiring labor ‘of good aid senercohy
puiedts | ‘raiged up [I:am not: afraid to say it] by ¥
working people of this:city, at the sgorifice. of matf

would be scarcely more irrational than are these
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