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persons who pleases may confer the sacred of-
fice, then i8 the door opencd to all disorder and
confusion and division ; then thiugs cannot be
done decently ard in o:deér in that very so-
ciety whep order and munity onght tn ba por-
feotly displayed ; and then the precept of Heb.
xiii, 17 is given to us in vain, Moreover, not
one tracs of sach & system is to be fo: nd in the
New Testameut; it is entirely withount the
gapction of the Apostles of Christ or of the
Word of God, and as we shsll soon see, it is
quite opposed to that method which was es.
tablished by the Apostles, and which has oon-
tinzed in the Church ever sinoe,

II1. Since, then, there must be & succession
of some kind ip the office of the Christian min-
istry, let us consider what necessarily follows
from this conclasion.

Mr. Y. cannot ordain Mr, Z. unless he is him-
self ordaired aud bas received the power of or-
dainiog others. 2

The same may be said of the person who or-
dsiped Mr. Y.

And so on backward, at every ordination.
Now, when are we to stop in this series of or-
dinations ? If the series begins with Mr, X,,

"who either took upon himself the sacred of*

fice or was ordained by & person who had not
been ordained himself, what has the series to
hang on? Itallfalls to the ground togethe.
For if Mr. X. was ordained by Mr. W., what
wasg bis ordination with. if Mc. W., what was
his ordination with, if Mr, W. had no spiritnal
suthority to confer the sacred office ? It was
only & mook eeremony. It had no reslity, no
validity in it,

And so when Mr. X undertook to ordain the
next in the succession, what was the worth of
the protended ordination ? It was nothing &t
all. So that on this supposition the whole lino
or series of ordinations was of no validity at all,
The perecrs s0 ordained were roaliy mnome of
them ordaired. None of them had any true
or Jawful call to the ministry in the Chureh of
Christ.

How far back, then, must we go ¢ Surely to
tho Apostles themselves, who had deen divinely
commissioned by the Hoad of the Church Him-
gelf.

Unless the series of ordinations proceeds
from the Apostles, it has no lawful beginning.
But if it begins from them, then it hangs on &
raost firm apd strong sopport; then ibrough
them it begins from the Divine Head of the
Church Himself, from whom alone spiritual au-
thority in the Churob must be derived. Thus
weo are lead naturally and negessarily to the
fundamental dootrine of the Apostolic Succes-
sion,

Without the snccession from the Apostles of
Christ, there is no lawfal or regular ministry,
and without s ministry there is no properly
constituted Church,

But now for the more confirmation of this
truth, let usreverse the ordsr of the proofand be-
at the other end, For after all that has been
eaid, the strongest argument remains. to be ex-
plained, If we begin from our own time, we
capnot avoid arriving-at the dootrine of the
Apostolic Succession of Holy Orders.

Let us now begin from the Aposties, and we
shall find a etill stronger proof of the same doe-
trine,

1n the first place, then, we read that even our
Saviour Christ did not glorify Himself to be
made the great High Priest or the Head of the
Church. But God the Father sent the Son to
be the Saviour of the world ; and upoa His As-
oepeion gave Him power, in His glorified bu-

-manity, to be tho Head over all thiags to the

Chureh.

Onr Saviour exercised this power in sending
forth the Apostles to build His Church through-
out the world, Just as He was ascending He
said: “All power is given unto Me in heaven
and earth ; go ye, therefore,” otc. This sacred

commierion, given to the eleven by the Head!

of the Church, is the spiritual suthority en
which they snted, '

And what we have now specially to observe
is the mothod which the Aposties to~i to haud
on this commissien hofore they left the world.
Our Lord had distinctly promised them, as He
wag ascending, “ Lol I am with yon always,
even unto the end of the world,” This could
only mean that our Lord woald be wilth those
who chould succeed the Apostles in the min-
istry of the Churoh, even to the end of the
world; for the Apostles themselves were sonn
to leave the world, *Henco it was neocessary
that the Apostles shonld ruake soma provision
for the continusnce of the ministry in the
Chauroh after their departure.

When our Saviour said to His Apostles, * As
My Father hath sent Me, even 80 send I yon”
(8t. Jobn xx. 2I), He distinotly gave them
cuch a Divine commission as inoluded in it s
power: of sending othera to succeed them in the
ministry of the Church, The Fathor sent the
Son, and by virtae of that mission the Son sent
the Apostles ; they in like manner, by virtue of
that mission, sent others, who had also power
of sending others with 8 similar commission.

Thus, accordingly, we read in the Aots of
the Apostles that they ordained elders and dea-
cons in every branch of the Church that they
planted, reserving for a time the highest order
of the ministry in their own bands. Bat before
they died they gave the first Order io others,
with the express power of ordaining., This we
see recorded in the Epistles to Timotby and
Titus. 8t. Paul ordained Timothy by the im-
position of hands, and afterward commsanded
him to “lay hands suddenly on no m«n" (1 Tim.
v. 22),

All the dircotions to be used in the ohoice of
fit pereans to serve in the saored offices of the
Christian ministry are exclusively given in
Holy Soripture to individuals, namely, Timothy
and to Titus, the first Bishop of Epbesns and
Orete, not ordinary members of the Church nor
to congregations. And thus Titus was bid to
ord;zin elders in every oity of Crete (Titus
i. 6). .

Now suppose for & moment that you had
been li ing in one of those cities of Crete. In
it there was an elder (or as we say, & priest)
who had been ordaived by Titus. Titus bim.
solf had been ordained by the Apcstie. The
Apostle had received the Divine commission to
act as & minister in the Church from tho Head
of the Church Himself. Hoere, then, is the
Apostolic Saccession most distinatly established
gy the Aposties, and recorded in the Word of

od.

The Christians living in the city of Crete
were evidently bound by the most sacred obli-
gations to be i1 communion with the Elder,
who had been ordained and set over them in
the Liord by Titus, Bishop of Orete, who had
beon left in Crete for the very purpose among
others of ordaining Elders in the Church. If
you withdraw yourself from communion with
that Elder, how could you be in communion
with the Church? If you separate yourself
from him, how would you uot be breaking
that precapt which is writton in Heb. xiii. 17 ?
‘How would you not breakiog . the order and
unity of the Church, and become guailty of the
gin of ohism ?

Now, it is contended that this was the method
established by the Aportles, and this alone, for
the continnance of the Christian ministry upon
earth throughout all generations. There is no
trace of any other method in the New Testa-
ment..: And what adds certainty to our concla.
sion, is the fact that the whole universal Church
thronghout the world constautly practiced this
method, and this alone, from the times of the
Apostles, 88 all the history of the Church aban-
dantly testifies, .

The prinociple of the Apostolic Succession
was just a8 well known snd acted upon 43 any
other principle of the Cnristian religion. When
falge teachers srose, or some new sect was

formed, claiming to be a branch of the Church,
the members of the Church were taught to - ap-
ply the tost of this fun lamont! prinoiple.

Tbus about the erd of the second century
after Christ, [rermis writes: “ Wes oan eun
umerate thoze who were by the Apostles ‘in:
stitated Bishops in the Churches, and their sue-
cessors, even to our time.” * Wherefore it is
necessary to obey those preshytera (i e., elders)
who are in the Church, tuose who have  suo-
cession from the Apostles,” At the end of the
gecond century Tertullian writes: “If any
heresies dare to connect themselves with the
Apostolio age, we may say, Let them deolare
vhe origin of their churohes, let thom unfold the
catalogue of their Bishops”; so descending by
sucocession {rom the beginuing that the first
Bishop had a8 his ordainer somo one of the
Apostles or of the Apostalio mea remainced
nnited to the Apostles,

About the middie of tho third centmary
Cyprian writes: “Novatian is nobt in the
Chureh ; nor can he be reskoned a Bishop, wha,
despising the evangelic and Apostolic tradition
and sncceeding to no one, ia aprong from him.
self. These are they who of their owa mooord,
without the Divine will, appoint themselves to
preside over some random conventiclo; who,
without any lawful ordination, oonstitute
themselves. pastors.”

No prinoiplo, then, of the Christian religion
admits of & olearer or more cortain proof than
this of Apostolic Succession in the ministry of
the Church. Aad it has been scted om, moast
onrefully and most distinotly, throughout the
whole Church from the timos of tho Apostles,
as the his'ory of the Charoh abundnntiy de-
clares,

This method, therefore, of hauding on the
original Divine commission in the Ohristian
ministry, is the only onc established by the
Apostles aud recorded in Holy Scripture. Now,
the Apostles were directly commissioned by the
Head of the Cbareh, und were under the im-
mediate guidance of the Holy Ghost; so that
what they eatsblished oarries with it the Divine
sanoction as plainly a3 any institation oan do,

Since, therefore our Lord has appointed by
His Apostles this one particular mothod of eon-
tinaing the ministry in His Charch from genora-
tion to generation, who that profossos to regard -
His will will ever thiok lightly of this Sucues-
sion, much less noglect or reject it? Ik
is plain that any communily which is withous
this Saccession is not & rightly constituted
branch of the Charch of Christ If it is govern-
od and taught by self appointed miniaters, it
has no sanction whatever from the Word of
God. To speak in the mildest Lterms possible,
it is outively doubtful whether any acts of
those self appointed miniaters are sccopinble to
God ; aand it is entirely doublful whether the
ministry of that commauanity evor 6an receive -
the Ssoraments of Christ.

In & word, since thers is nothing at all to
chuose between this dootrive of the Anostolic
Baccession aud the prinoiple that overy man
that pleases may lay on hards upon his own
head and make himaself & ministor for Ohrist, it
is plainly & doctrine of the very highest im-
portanoe, and one that concerns very mnearly
the salvation of eash soul, No one can bp &
consistent member of the Churoh who does not
understand and hold this doctrine.— From
Tracts on Church Principles.

I cunnot believe and canrot be brought 1o
believe, that tho purpose of our crertion ia ful-
filled by our short existence here, To mo the
exiatence of another worid is & necessary sup-
plement of this, to adjust its inequslities, and
imbue it with & moral insignification,~ Lhur-
low Weed.

It may be s olear eye that seos difficnlties,

but it is & clearer one that sees through them,—
Dr. R. A, Holland. -
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