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" Keshub - Chonder Sen.

( Written for the Cﬁhr;/z Guardun)

BY CANON CHURTON, OF KING'S COLLEGE, CAM-
BRIDGF, ENGLAND. .
.Tue Liberal and New Dispensation of Janu-
uary 13th contains the first instalment of an
obituary notice -of Keshub Chunder Sen, who
died on the 8th, aged 45 years. It begins thus:
—*“We are very pnor, indeed, to-day! The per-
'son whom we have been appealing to as our
friend, guardian, and patron-saint, is -no more!
Bhai Keshub Chunder is dead! How the heart
bursts when the wurd is uttered | . :

Keshub Chunder Sen was born in Calcutta
on the xg9th November, 1838, and was the grand-
son of Ramcomul Sen, the friend of Horace
Hayman Wilson. His family was the stronghold
of Hindu orthodoxy, and a centre of education
"and enlightenment. Itis said thatin his child-
hood he shewed signs of future greatness, and that
his playmates were proud of him, and were led by
him:in everything, He liked to dress well, and
dress as a Chakta, that is, he would bathe every
morning, puton asilk dhoti, and have his bady
painted with sardai. When he was ten, he lost
his ‘father, and his education devolved upon his
eldest brother. All that he learned he made a
point of comunicating to others, and he was al-
ways imparting knowledge to the female members
of his family. Thus, he once gave a recitation ot
the vision of Stirza, for the benefit of the ladies.
Whenever a magic play was performed at the
Town Hall, he would repeat it at his own house.
Whilst he was at the Kirda College, he was an
ardent student. He was fond of studying Shakes-
peare, Milton and Young, and gave great atten-
tion to Bacon's Essays. On one occasion he was
found missing from the house.  After an anxious
search, he was found on the roof lying asleep,
with a book in his hand.  After leaving college,
he developed a remarkable taste for the drama;
his first attempt being a representation of Hamlet,
at his native village of Garifa. Only the first-act
was performed, Keshub Chunder Ser, himself
-acting Hamlet, and Bhai Protap Chunder taking
the part of Laertes. Later on, he appeared as a
magician, assuming for the occasion the name of
“Mr. Gilbert, who had shewn his feats at the
Courts of S. Petersburg, Vienna, etc.” He feign
ed so well the actions andthe presence of an
Englishman, that some Europeans on the spot
mistook his nationality. (dLr. Sen appears to have
_revived this taste in another form, when he ap-

- peared as “the Magician of the New Dispensa-
tion,” with some singular contrivances for the
illustration of his doctrines).

After his marriage, in 1856, he entered upon a
course of struggles-and hard preparation for his
-life of ministration. “I entered the world,” he
said, “with ascetic ideas, and 1wy honeymoon was
spent amiJd-austerities in the house of the Lord.”

“He studied and thought much. The Bible
was to him a treasure house of rich' experiences
and lessons-; and even at that early age, he began
‘to yearn after his own all-merciful Gop. Mr.
Burne, Chaplain to Bishop Cotton, became his
friend and adviser, and frequently gave him. Bible

“lessons. He resorted to devices for the conver-
sion of the world, posting up handbills 10 the

" sireets, containing exhortations to give up sin and
lust, which subjected him to satincal comments
on the part of hisfriends. In 1857, he founded a
Good-will Fraternity, which held weekly meetings
at his house, and he also started the Brtish India
Society, for the cultivation of litcrature and
science. At one of their meetings he moved a
resolution that it was the duty of every member
of the Society.16 pray.”

“Soon after this, he joined the Brahmo Somaj.
It was the custom in his family, one of the most
orthodox in Calcutta, for every one of its mem-
bers to be initiated into the mysteries of Hindv-
ism at a certain period of life. The ceremony

was conducted by the chief priest, who paid occa-
sivnal visits to the house fir  the performance of
these ribes. Lt wasnow Keostub Counder's . He |

was asked to prepare himself - for initiation. - To

the wonder of his elders, the youth met the propo-
sal with a simple “No.” “Upon this curt mono-
syllable, the fate of tHe New Dispensation de-
pended. - The destinies of his Church were
trembling in the balance ; the infinite future -was
a:Ivaiting with eager curiosity the utterance of this,
(l o.l
thought in India, and prepared for it a bright fu-
ture.” "He repeated his refusal with increasing
boldness. Dut the clouds of persecution grew
thick upon his head. Where was the young hero
10 get comfort and counsel?  He was drawn to
the Brabmo Somaj, and a visit to the venerable
Maharshi Debendra Nath Tagore, chief Minister
of the Saciety, fixed his resolution. From that
time the “initiation” ceremony was practically at
an end in the Sen family of Colootolah.

After joining the Somaj, Keshub Chunder Sen
devoted himself with great energy to the cause of
education, establishing a Brahmo School, which
became the “nucleus of the Brahmo Somaj of
India.” His family in vain tried to divert him
from his course by finding him employment in a
public office. He combined great efforts of
thought with his desk-work in the Bank of Bengal,
and tn 18359 commenced some English tracts on
“The Theological features of Indian Theism.”
During all intervals of leisure he devoted himself
to the preparation of a large work on “The Ihilo-
sophy of the Brahmo Dharma.” He caused a
sensation by steadily refusing to sign a declaration
by which the clerks bound themselves to strict
silence on matters connected with the Bank.
In 1860, he went to Krishnagur to begin an ex-
periment of Missionary effort.  Here he gave a
lecture, which brought him into controversy with
Mr. Dyson, which made a great stir in the place,
the sympathies of the young Bangalis being with
the young speaker. Some Pundits from Naddea
came to thank him for his efforts to refute the
common foe. In the same year he was persuad-
ed to visit Ceylon, in spite of the remonstrances
of his family, for whom sea travelling had especial
horrors. When he stole away unperceived, they
were in despair.  He remained some time in the
Bank of Bengal, bitt in 1861 sent tus resignation,
saying he intended to embrace the life of a mis-
siopary, - -

About this time the Bengal Theists were cotn-
mencing new practical work, and entering into
correspondence with advanced thinkers in Eng-
{and. A letter was written to Professor F. WV,
Newman, bearing the joint signatures of the chief
minister and Keshub Chunder Sen.  They began
to contemplate a Church o’ the future for the
wortld, and not for India only. [rofessor New
man wrote, suggesting a new plan of national
educauon for India, and the scheme was consid-
ered at 2 meeting of the Adi Brahmo Somaj in
October, 1861, but it eventually fell through. The
narrative goes on to speak of the effurts made by
the Soma) rorclieve the distress caused by the
famine in 186c, and the malarious epidemic in
1861. On the latter occasion Chunder Sen made
an cloguent speech, and a large amount wes col-
lected ; medicines were purchased, and packed
off to the Mofussil.

Chunder Sen’s intimacy with the venerable
Maharshi increased, and it became the  wish of
the later that he should succeed him as “chief
minister” of the Adi Brahwa Somaj. He wentto
the Maharshi’s house on April 13, 1862, taking
his wife with him, thus giving great off-nce to lus
family. The proposal to take a lady of an ortho-
dox family to the house of an ont-caste was con-
sidered heinous, and every step was taken to
preventhim from carrying it our.  But he was des-
tined to trivmph.  But tise result was, that he had
to Jive in the house of the Tagores for a whole
year, living as an out-caste, separated from his
motherand other relations. He was also suffer
ing from a sore, which necessitated some painful
operations, which he underwent with singular pa-
tience, " During his illness he was ministered to
by his venerabile spiritual ‘father, whe, it is said,
wi g o guardian angel o hmY o AUGSL e reeov
wrd o s ulness, auo e Lo jear 1803 e

This turned the course of religious|

claimed admittance to his ancestral house,;where -

he'was received with open arms by his mother -

and nearest relatives. -
{To be Continued).

OUR AMERIOAN: BUDGET: -

“Tur. Morgue” is the name of a drinking place
in Boston, and the Boston Zranscript thinks the
title may be an illustration of the proverb, frvizo
verilas, ‘ o

THE announcement of the resignation of the
Rev. C. G. Currie, D. D., as rectorof St. -Luke's
Church, and his call to Trinity Church, Newark,
N. J., has appeared in the secuiar papers.

Dr. PuiLLirs BRooks never said a truer word |
than when he declared that, “If we could sweep
intemperance out of the country, there would
hardly be poverty-enough left to give healthy exer- -
cise to the charitable impulses.”

THE church expenses of New Vork are placed
in round numbers at $3,000,000, the police €x-
penses afe  $4,000,000, while the -public amuse-
ments cast $7,000,000, and the intoxicants $6o,-
000,000,

THE cause of the Ohio River floods, this year.
and last year, is generally supposed to be the very
unusual fall ot cold rains upon frozen grounds.

THRoOUGH the untiring industry of Miss Harriet
McEwen Kimball, a cottage hospital has been
started in Portsmouth, N. H., which has long been'
needed. - ’

Trintty CuurcH, Columbia, §. C., celebrated
recently an interesting event in its parochial his-
tory, viz, the semi-centenmial of the Rev. Dr.
Shand's rectorate. Dr. Shand commenced to
serve the Church as a lay reader in 1833

Iv 1830, fifty-cight of the seventy-six United States
Senators, and 292 of 325 Representatives, were
from States and Districts where illiterate voters
held the balance of power.

During the last few weeks, the American:
Church Building Fund has received a gift of
$2,000 from some one in Boston; another gift of
$1,000.from Mr, Lemuel Coffin, of Phiiadelphia’ -
a legacy of $4,000 from an estate in N. J,, and-a-
subscription of $5,000 from some gentleman in
St. Luke's Church, Lebanon, Pa, :

At a Convention of the Church of England in
Maryland, held at Charleston, Nov..g, 1780,

attended by three clergymen, Dr. Wilmer moved”

the following resolution, which was adopted:
“Resolved, that the Church, formerly *known in .-
this province as the Church of Englund, be now
called the Protestant Episcopal Church” ™ This '
was the origin of the name. ' .

WiLtian AND Mary COLLEGE, of Virginia, has
clased its doors, having Lut one student at the
beginning of this sciool year. Next to Harvard
this was the oldest colicge In America, having
been founded in 1693. and  was the only one that
received a royal charter.  Jumong ‘the’ most’ |
eminent men educated m o its halis were Washinge"
ton, Marshall, Randuiph, Tyler, Breckenridge;
and Guneral Scott. .

T'ue Baptists of Maine are not prospering,  In
1844 their membership was 23,860 ; at present it®
is 20,039. In 1846 they nad 3o0o:churches ;- now
they have but 252.  In other wurds, their mem-
bership has decreased 2,721, and 48 churches have
Leen compelled to close their doors. These facts .
were brought out at the fifty-ninth annual meeting ™
of the Buptists of that State, and would seem’to™”
indicate that after fifty-nine years of labor failure™
is staring them in the face. ) :

“BisHoP SPALDING'S Commemorative Address;!":
delivered on the Sunday after Christmas, Degems--- .
ber 3oth, 1883, marks the completion of ten years
of his Episcopate in the missionary jurisdiction of -
Colorado. The population of Colorado’ and”
‘Wyoming in 1870 was 50,000 ; in 1880, 214,000,
an increase of 328 per cent. In 1873 there were -
550 communicants; in 1883 there were 2013, an,
increase of 284 per cent. There aré now about

.28 Frevin o phee of 70 when B shop Spald-
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