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sald, tlicir number and the naine and
address ofi the puichasers. This vould,
perhaps, have te elYect of porvnting
tie olice of inspectar from1 becoining a
sineicrc, and w'ould save inuci expense
to every hardware iter'chant ii Canada
wlio deals in thei, and consequent addi-
tioaial expenlse in the price of scales L
the user. Aliiost every merchant in
Canada uses scales, but crerybody does
not Inow wht degree of skill and experi-
ence is required in packing tiemn, that no
danage mtay result ii transit. The ex-
pense of packiing and Ipacking would at
least be equal ta the present profit. 'J'he
exainaintion therefore should be dis-
pensed with CiH the scales reaci the con-
sumter', anid occasional visits migit bc paid
by inspectors to sec that any future dis-
arrangemnn be rectified.

'T'le stamsping of' weights is an easy
muatter te attend ta, as these can be soid
separately wlere tC weigits of any scailes
wvill veigh the saine an ainy other, as is the
case in ail the bes t makes now-a-days.
The autiorities showed tlieir wvisdom in
allovinsg, iistead of icad inseitions, the
burnishing of a siiall dise in ihe weigits
ta receive the stamip. The lead addition,
altiouigi more susceptible of impression,
would have involved much expense ta
manu l'actucrers who had aIready large
stocks an hiand, besides beiig open ta the
objection tiat it was liable ta drop ont
during changes in Lemperatiure or by the
weights falling on tie loor, and could
easily be hollowed out for fraudulent
puiposes. Objection lias been made, we
undeýrstand, by the goverinent ta the use
of the I balance baill' in platforn scales.
This cetaitiiy hias a teidency to encourage
unfair practices, but its great conveiience
als a regulator in this class of scales
should compensate for the risk of an
occasional case of dislionesty ; besides
sellers and buyers aire se generally aware
of its existence that there is but little
chance of its being used except ta counter-
balance any encrtistedu accunulation on
the platfoimîî of the scales. Not sa rea-
sonable or practicai, periaps, was the
suggestion ta the manufactuiers te deci-
malize the pound weigltt by tnarking it
ito toi equal parts on the scale beain,
wIhich would, we imagine, have the effect
of puzzling not only the retailers, but
thoir custoiiers also, li attemupts ta re-
concile themselves to receiving only ten
ounces for a pounsd, ori giving. for éach
ounce ienîceforth an ounce and three-
fifthis.

W"se understand Chat these and seme
other reasonable objections, with the
exception off that compelling the use
of the official stamp and the attach-

ment ai' the double spirit. level Or
plumb belore setting up, have becit con-
ceded by lte authorities in Ottawa att c-
panation io' their consiequent efi'ects by
same practical tacts in the b'usiniess. It
is ta be regotted they did nLot thinik il
necessary La consult thei mar geneially
w'ien the Act wvas being diafted, and
theireby have saved fite country frolim the
necessity ol' further ocaiiges in this re-
spect,and tlie tempoarycrlingoate
mteattntime, consequent an such a staite o
thinigs being enlorced. We understanu lit
is expected that the authoritics contemts-
plate makiiig those modifications whitici
ate nsecessary in order o imake te act
wiat it was tmeanît to be,-a boo ta the
country aît large, te dealer and ianuflc-
turer as well as the consumer.

BUTTER AN]) CIIEESE.

hlie late rapid advance ii the price of'
butter laving i ad the effect ofstiiulating
production Lthere is coisiderable ollferintg
at tlie moment, Vhile witi large ship-
ineits fromi Caiada and bte United States
ta Eiigltsnd the denand has fallen oil*
leaving the mtairket in a very niiisettl.ed
state. Sales of' iiediims to good Westerin
butter are difliculi to efl'ect, vhile holes
of' chsoie freigni made, wlenîî in a posi Lion
te carry their stock, seetm unwilliitg ta
offer their' goods at the prices offeredi by
buyers, viz., 22 to 23 cents for choice
Brockville aind Morrisburgh, and 24 cents
for selected Towinships. hlie atke of
cheese is f'alling ofl' perceptibly, whltlcic is
nmaking orders here sonewhtat indifferliet
sellers. In te Ieading Westerin markets
bte price is htighter tisait her'e. Th'ie Englishs
deiand is fri, and ai very strong efiort is
being niade in England, especially on te
part of Liverpool operatoi-s, te get the
price lown. The gnieral opinion is that,
if they siceeded, there would becoie
very free buyers, but the marked fallintg
off of shipmteonts froin New York and
hiere in the hîsb threce weeks bas preventeui
thent gaining toir point. Lastyear fiact-

ory men hold teitr chese tirouîgI the hot
weather, determ'ined they shouhl r'ule the
price; the result was that it spoiled an bhcir
iatnds in very large quantities, coipelling
then ta ship ta England onl thoir own
account, wihere they realised an average
of 6c. per lb. This year they have profitod
by tieir experience in 1875 and sold their
make as fast aîs it was cired, netting at
the factory from June ta August Ist an
avet-age of S'c. pet lb., the result lias beot
that they commienced the fall season with
io accumulation of stock, and, when the
advaince camse, they liad nîotiniîîg but fresi
goods and buyers paid witi confidence
full outside prices. We venture te pre-

dict tiait lowt is Lte hot weather prices
obtaitinl mîay seem, the balance sheet of
ail ietorymen who have. adopted this
course will showt a ltitr botter restilt thai
that ofyears VIe they hlave refised ta
imel te market wlein bteir. cliese iwas
ready ta ship. They weould do d ell toa
kep in mind thaït while they are manu-
IcLttiing whait.t ias becatoe itow sa popul-
lar ii Enigland, i.e., imild eeso-tat this
ciss of' cltose not beinîg cured as Iight as
Etilisi cledders, heir goods dlo not
possess te keepiig qualities that reider
then as saleable, if kept ane montih too
loie. The frost and snow wlhich lias coie
uîpatn us so preinaturcly bid fair ta miake

s short 'edini seaîson this full and ialy
htolders regard the stock likely ta h telud
averl as unuLsuially ligit, aid are content ta
wtait further dvin preference
ta ofler'ing aLt the present moment.

DRY GOODS 1REVIEW.

Business during the w'eek lis been
tolerably brisk, travellers aire seiding in
bir aidas pretty rapiily, and coutntr.'
iercihalits htaîve shonii a greater w illin g-
iess ta buy. 'Tlbe cold weathier lias,
naturtlly, givei great« impetis ta the
kittiLed w'oollein goodts trade. There is a
great denstid for fancy silk goods whtici
is likely ta continue, and fancy goods of
all desciptins are souglit atller. The city
trade iu carpets is very fair-, but the
country trade in this braicih is compara-
bively quiet.

The rise in silks is iot likuely ta affect
the market for the momentin lter ais,
whien repeat orders are coming in, ail silk
goodswill shao considerable advance.
The decline iii gold, combiiied with the
advanced prices in New York, is likely ta
keep ahl Aiericans staple goods froin this
market, whici will nîecessitate trade being
kept more in the iands of our own people.
Reports froin England show that business
is improviig, aii, consequently, prices

have gone up. Notwitstaing a good
cr'op, raw cotton is very low, and the mills,
bath in Engilandl antd Anerica, are not run-
iing full ime. The clotbing trado shows
a sliglt imtprovem ent over ilast week, and
mtanufacturrs wiii shortly begit making
goods for the spring trade. Canaudiau
tweeds lave a good steady sale and viiter
cloths are li demand.

REPREIIENSILE CONDUCT.

An i agent in Ariprior representing several
isirauce compainiies there as nay be seen by the
letter of' our Ottawa correspondent in this
niiiber, lis for somne time back been prepar-
ing, and industriolusly circulating by the
thousands, an ationymouts circular, ieaded
"1Startling Facis," attacking the Canada


