
WHEN DE SALABERRY WAS WORSTED

comiplicity in the dishoîîourable
,action fromn De Salaberry's glory.
erwise his signature on the gen-
order would leave him open to

iicion, as it evidently did, in the
fi of De qaliberry.
,dLbout eleven o 'eoc-k en the. moruing
lie 26tii," wrote Sir George Prevost
:ar Bathurst, aecretary for War and
Colonies, "the, eilemy 'e cavalry and
ligit troops were observed on botii
iof tii. river by a detachuielit whicii
protecting 'habitanta' employed in
ag trees for tiie construction of an

ýieutenant-CoIonel De Salaberry, wiio
nanded the mogt advanced pickets,
>os.d of the Iight company of Cana-
Feneibleg and of two coxupanies of

igers, on the. north bank of the. river,
le ii.amail force so recellentiy that

ýepped the narch of the, principal col-
of the. enemy, commanded b y Major.

irai Hampton lin person, and accom-
ed b y Brigadier-General Izard.
rh. ligiit brigade of the Âxnerican
r under CJolonel McCarty, w as Te-
à lin the Sme way lin it. mnareh on
,outil balsk of the river, wiierv it met
,igiit flaxuk eompany of the Thirdl l"t-
n of the embodied militia,. under th(.
te of Captain Daly, and siupported by
,ompany of the. Chasseurs of Obateau-
Sundier Captain Bruyere; tiiese two
ir iaving been wounded and their

ianl.s3 hiilg âuffered losq, the. poqi-
wich thev ii.ld was covered lm-

ately 1y a flank company of the Firs
Riin et emnbodlod militia; the. enemy
!d anid rturnedl te the attack several
g until foreed to abandon thie effort
le end of the. day, seeingR bimself bat-
at ail points by a iiandful of men wiio
their position bravely and suce.ded
rot4ctixig our working parties against
±itaeii.
gaving by good fortune ýarrived on
;cene of tii. action a little after it.
nenreent, I waE a witness of the.
net of the troops on thus glorlous or-.
il, and it was to me a great Ratisfac-
to b. able to prais. tii.m on the, very

rtiienk.d Major-General De Watte-
for the. vise measures taken by hlm

th efense ef tbf s position, the ad-
edpost; also Lieutenant-olonel De

àerrv for the. goed judgment wiie
kowed in chooslng the. fid of battie.
thebravery and address witii wiich

kqt tiie me brain wieh drafted
deptch drs.fted also the general.

r w ihroused the ire of DeSala-

beris abundantlyiii' % evider1t.Thr
is the saine belittling of thle action as a
d!efenice of working parties. There is
the saine eredit given te De Watte-
vile for clhoesinig the, position and fer
the defences erected. There is thec
saine verbal recognition of Ille fart
that De Saiberry chose bis positiens;
and( tiie saine belittling of the sig-
nilkanlce of that elhoice aid of Ilhe
part played by lmi. Finally, there
is Ithe sanie indirect attempt to idi-
cate tliat Prevost hiad soine part in
the management of the battle, wben,
as a mnatter of tact, lie wiLs visiting
posts kit Lake St. Louis and came on
the ground onlY after Ille Amnerioans
had buen r-llepla. On.e eaniut ae-
quit Prevost ef a deliberate att.mipt
te rob bis subordiniate_ of th(, honeur
ot a brilliant miilitary aucç-ces.. Th e
Gevernor-General waa too vain te b.
fair; lie wvas aise tee vain te b. heid
back bVit tiie consideration that lie was
thereby endangerlng tii. policy ,of
eonciliating the. Freneh-Canadian
population, a poiey whieh bad been
eornmitted to bis care by the B3ritiali
rninisters,

Unfortunately the uinfairnecu of
Prevost's conduct did net hinder it8
immediate sueces. His report rol-
enred the officialinimm so deeply that
for more than three years the. just
elaim of th, actual victor at Chateau-
guay eould find ne hearing there. The,
Duke ef Kent, who had been closely
assoelated witii tii. De Salaberry tam-
ily when ln Canada,. atrove te correct
the officiai impression; and h. stated
in a letter te the. Lieutenant-Colonel 's
fatiier that Engliali offieers present at
the battie fully aupported the protest
miade by the victoriens commander,
Stili it wus net until the, winter ot
1817, nearly three a~nd a hait years
later-and then at the instance ef m
Canadian offleer, Lieutenant -Coloriel
G. 'McDonncl, et Glengarry, who lied
served under hlm in the action-that
De Salaberry, in acceptiug the hon-
our et Com~panion et the Bath, re-
ceived royal recognitien et bis bril-
liant services te the country.


