PROFESSOR GOLDWIN SMITH

By G. MERCER ADAM

O Professor Goldwin Smith,
need hardly remind the
f'eader, Canada is indebted,
:r:gnguogher generous z;cts
S 2 ndertakings ©of a
ar‘;r:lhy.c}t!zen, for giving' togits liter-
capty Ctivities a great jmpuylse in the in-
ana?;' anc/i”edltonal supervision of Z%e
g :;1: 0':;’111', with which my own
W% hisa s t"_“‘t’ ‘;is“)' associated, first as
ater o v ‘db f b s TR
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e e coming to Canada of this
e xford scholar gaye tq the national
romature such aid ag it has received
lhrouno other pen, and that not only
Montfzh :he channel of 7y, Canadian
i v, * but tthugh other vehicles,
th ¢ and foreign, anq especially
Ough the home ones of 77 Week,
this ystander, and The pgpion. In
o varied series of perigdicals the
mosteshsor’s learned writings have been
ok e.lpfu! to the cause of Jetters in
. fa, while they have peep jnvalu-
nden(;r the rich thought and inde-
o views expressed by their
'eatm'eas well as for the philosophic
Polits. nt of great national questions,
ioug al, mdu.stnal, educational, relig-
from :ir:rc‘lesocxgl. that have cor,ne up
T ot
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or  be granted, had no magazine
%peflodlcal, if we may exczgt the

of °:;'the Province of Quebec, either
Sug v.lgh a character or pos,sessing
haye ll;g‘our and vitality as those we
bee lnl:lded. Attempts, it is true, had
lence, y e to approach their excel
Presen such ventures as the one the

Wwriter was instrumental in

foung;
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Trinit;’ﬂ’cwlth Prof. H. Youle Hind, of
o Colsge, s sdtor, o 103
e
1848 a;:‘ fan from January ;8
72 to June
onth  then changed to _Belford
tuccesa{,’rwh'ch lasted about foufo;:af;l :
€ foun di:“ found to take up the worlz until
1892, & of THE CANADIAN MAGAZINE if

113

The British American Magasine—and
The Quarterly, of St. John, New
Brunswick, founded and for some
years edited by that versatile journal-
ist and able writer, Dr. George
Stewart, now of Quebec. The truth
is, that before the advent of Mr. Gold-
win Smith, magazine ventures, and one
might even say all publishing enter-
prises of a periodical character outside
the party newspapers, had fared badly
and were precarious and short-lived
undertakings. This arose, in part,
from the want of means tO sus-
tain them until they could become
widely known and gain adequate sup-
port from their reading constituencies,
and also from the lack of a purse deep
enough to remunerate their writers.
In part, the reason of these failures,
however, may be traced to the fact
that the time had hardly come for the
launching of ambitious publishing en-
terprises; while heretofore we had no
man to conduct them of commanding
ability, whose profession was that of
a public writer, historian and /ittéra-
teur, and who had mental gifts and ma-
terial resources, as well as the energy
and enthusiasm which were found in
Prof. Goldwin Smith. On his coming
hither, the period just then was fortu-
natelyfavourable to the blossoming out
of literature in Canada, as its trade
and commerce, stimulated by the re-
cent American Civil War, were good;
while, politically, a new era had
dawned with Confederation and the
acquisition of our Northwest domain,
together with the organisation of the
administrative machinery of the entire
country at the Dominion capital.

At this period in Canada how, im-
portant Was the coming to it of one of
the great English writers and thinkers
of the era will be readily admitted by
all who are familiar not only with
what Dr. Goldwin Smith has done for
its literature in the past thirty odd
years, but with the influence he has ex-



