
6 Particulars of the Life anel voyages of Cizriopher Columbus

fented himfelf to the King and Queen, and thcy received him vith the high
cfl honour; and it feemed as if they did not dare to mention to hin the accu-
fations againit him, which had rcached their thronc. He alfo waved them.
He explained the fhite of the colonies; requefted necefTary provifions, obtain-
.ed whatfoever he afked, and then prepared hinfelfs for a third navigation :
leaving his enemies, I know not whethcr more mortified for the ill fuccefs of
theirconfpiracies, oraftonifhed at the greatnefs of mind in Columbus, who,
having forgot their injurics, fecned likewife to have forgot cven thcir very,
names; nor didhe demand of the Court any fatisfaaion for the infults he
had received.

laving furmountedi many obtiacles, which the envy and rancour of his
enemies never ccafed to thwart himin with, he at lai departed on his third,
voyage the 3oth of May, 1498. In this he advanced even farther than
before towards the fouth; and, after having difcovered the iiland of Trinity,
and many others, he again reached terra frna, or the provinces of Cara-
cas, Comana, and·Paria, though for fome time he belicved it to be an iliand.
The firfI.of Auguft, of the fame year, was the day when he he difcovered
it. Having aftenvards obferved the country round about, he went again to
fec his þrother and his peoplc at St. Domingo.

But though he was received there with joyful acclamations, he notwith-
ftanding found affairs in a very deplorable Rate. -The malccontents did
not ceafe to excite feditions, and even turn thcirarms againif the Columbi;
and at the fame time it was neceffary to quell their rebellion, and curb the
barbarians, ever ready to revoit. In the mean while they did not ceafe to
affail.the ears of Ferninand and Ifabella with accufations and calumnics a-
gainfa the faid Columbi; and at laif they fucceeded in awakening new fuf-
picion in the minds.of thofe Sovereigns. The firfl cQnfequence which re-
fulted was, the convniffion given to Alphonfo d'Ojeda to go and make fur-
ther difcovery of the continent, which was already commenced by Colum-
bus; in which voyage Amerigo Vcfpucci likewife embarked, of wliom we
lhall fpoak by and by. But this was not fufficient to fatisfy thofe who vifh-
ed to fee the Columbi completely humbled, which they finally obtained;.
and -in. the monti of June, 1500, Queen Ifabella, who till then could not
perfuadaher felf to go fo far, figned letters, by which Chriftopher was diveif-
ed of the dignityof Viceroy and Governor of the EaflIndies; and Francis de
Bovadilla was appointed Governor General; nor could therc have poffibly
been chofen a man more proper to make Columbus feel ail the weight 'f
his misfortune. Being arrived at St. Domingo, lie completed the c'xafpe-
ration of the minds of every one againft the Admiral; and this great man,
who a few years before had been received in Spain with folemn triunh,
-was then feen loaded with chains, and put on fhipboard, to be condu&EcL to
give an account of hunfelf. to.the Court. Ferdinand and Ifabella heard withdifdain, that a, man, to whom they were ail convinced they werc fo.muchindebted, had been fo unworthily treated. Scarcely was he arrived in Spain,than they immediately ordered that lie fhould be fet at liberty; and, as analleviation-for the outrages he had etidured, they ordered him a thoufandcrowns of gold. They , afterwards graciouíly received him, annulledall that had-been done againft hin, and promifed him due fatisfa&ion; andIfabella truly réaffumed her former fentiments of -eeem for the Admirai.utheperceivedthat the King wasnot equally favourable.towards himo


