6 Particulars of the Life and voyages of Chriftopher Columbus

“fented himfelfto the King and Queen, and they received him with the high™
¢ft honour; and it feemed as if they did not darc to mention to him the accu-~
fations againft him, which had rcached their throne. He alfo _\;vavcd them.
He cxplained the fate of the colonies, requefted neceflery provifions, obtain-
ed whatfoever heafked,and then prepared himiclfs fora third navigation :
leaving his encmies, I know notwhether more mortxf_icd !_or the il fuccels of
theirconfpiracies, oraftonifhed atthe greatnefs of mind in Columbus, who,
having forgot their injurics, feemed likewife to have forgot cven their very:
names; nor did he demand of the Court any fatisfattion {or the infults he
had received. ) .

Having furmounted many obftacles, which the envy and rancour of his
cnemies never ceafed to thwart hin with, he at laft departed on his third
voyage the goth of May, 1498. In this headvanced cven farther than
before towards the fouth; and, after having difcovered the 1ﬂ::.nd of TT!.!“.‘.!}{,
and many others, hcagain reached terra firma, or the provinces of _Cara-
cas, Comana, and Paria, though for {ome time he bclicved it to be an ifland.
The firflt of Auguft, of the fame year, was the day when he he dlfcov_ered
it. Having afterwards obferved the country round 2bout, he went again to
fec hisbrother and his people at St. Domingo. ] .

But though he was received there with joyful acclamations, he notwith--
ftanding found affairs in a very deplorable {tate. -The malccontents did
not ceafe to excite feditions, and cven turn theirarms againft the Columbi;
and at the fame time it was neceflary to quell their rebellion, and curb the
barbarians, ever ready to revolt. In the mean while they did not cealt to
2{lail the ears of Ferninand and Ifabella with accufations and calumnics a-
gainlt the faid Columbi; and at laft they fucceeded in awakening new {ui-
picion in the minds.of thofe Sovereigns. The firft confequence which re-
fulted was, the commiflion given to Alphonfo d’Ojeda to go and make fur-
ther difcovery of the continent, which was already commenced by Colum-
bus; -in which voyage Amerigo Vefpucci likewife embarked, of whom we
fhall {pcak by and by. But this was not fufficieat to fatisty thofe who with-

" cd 1o {ee the Columbi completely humbled, ‘which they finally obtaincd;
and in. the month of June, 1500, Queen Ifabella, who *till then could not
perfuadeher felf to go {o far, figned letters, by which Chriftopher was diveft- -
ed of the dignity of Viceroy and Governor of the Eaft-Indies; and Francis de
Bovadilla was appointed Governor General; nor could therc have poilibly
been chofen 2 man more proper to make' Columbus feel all the weight of
his misfortune. Being arrived at St. Domingo, he completed the ¢
ration of the minds of every one againft the Admiral; and this great man,
who a few years before had been received in Spain with folemn triumph,
‘wasthen {een loaded with chains, and put on thipboard, to be conduéted to

- give an account of himfelf. to the Court. Ferdinand and Iabella heard with
difdain, thatd man, to whom they were all convinced they were {o-much

- indebted, had been fo unworthily treated. Scarcely was hearrived in Spain,
than they immediately ordered that he thould be fet at liberty; and, as an
alleviation for the outrages he had endured, -they ordered him a thoufand
.crowns of gold. They . ;.ifterw.ards graciouily received him, annulled
all that had been done againft hin, and. promifed him due fatisfaltion; and

" Ilabella truly réafflumed her former fentiments of ‘efteem for the: Admiral.
Rut:he perceived that the King was. not equally favourable towards hims |
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