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ASEEDY ONCTHE INTRODUCTIONS T THE POEM.

" by cirenitous passages you exit where you. came

A LONDON HEARTH. .
A RETROSPECT. S

Onee mors, 1 see the tlickering bluze
Pouring its stream of ruby rays
U peu the quiet floor :
A .A‘;L 1 henr its crackling svund
Of weird, sticento notes sronmd,
As (o the duvs of yore.

The shadows of & London glovm

Fall stealthily around the ruaw,
And maXe the gleams uppear

L3} e vistous realizet—n Habt

Which memary has trsced 10-night,
Ko tenderly aud clear!

1 cannot fushion as of vore,

The forelight rzdianee vn the four
From Hope's divinerrays:

And vt no fater tushs can still .

The sleams that glad or thoughts that thrill
The terror of my days.

An eaxer stir is in my brain,

OFf vagte desires it ean’t coptain,
That see k (heir olden guise,

As when affection made then clear!

Amid sympathy did hold thewn dear!
And love could call them wise !

The heavy-hreathing, languid day,
Fulded jvelouds of aillen grvey,
1s banizhedd by the it
The dim—the whirl—of London life—
The larring rosr—the lumbering sirife—
Have followed in its fight

Yet hedged around with sileot gloom
Within wy fire-ilumined room,

My thoughts tnke ning to thee—
Companion—frieml—lwioved one—
Whuse love is radiant os asan

"hat shines eternatly !

For in this alien clive to me,

For all its glow and purity,
Like a mute throbbing star,

Thy love. () mother, ever beams

Tareund with chasteniog light my Jdreams
In glory fiom afur !

) dearest life that seems like mine !

Kinee what is bestin e is thine.
Kiruy hopes still.rush to thee,

From the dread elond uf seury days

Tnuneesed in witderine, toilsome haze,
T elasp thine tenderdy !

Though wrenttis of mist sushroud the sireet.
These thoughts can meke the dutiness swents
Withs thine & closely bound,
Anv Lendon’s vamue and vast narest,
I hich even nhrbt bae ol suppress d,
Moy seem o bappy sosmd !

Ouee more, 1 scun sur steadfast skiea,

Pres i el ¢lrars as thine eyys,
Al bresthe s sotets wir

Thug Ient to porpese zeal sod fire,

Aund wale the falrering soul aspire
T msunt nbdion’s stair!

s

With bunyant atep agwein 1reasd, :
A< nhen my ¢ s by Bope were foil 3

The deqer UF strects and way :
Whibe wem’r 's paipitoti
Is svadswtienl wn the he

Froitesn
When g
Set in meledious fays.

]
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BEAUTIES OF ~MARMION"

There are mwauy youpg men, 2l not a few
old vnes, who ioke it a boast hiow iy books
they bave “gone throughl™ T i3 wsnal fo hear $
3 peuerged by sl as these— 00 Wil 1 Lave s
finislied Byron. Heds grand
27 ond atthe same tine, i von were o
hem what s his surpessiug excelleney;
du dres he bextdisplays his power, what
ter he depicts well, what are 3l in what 2
vern dif his genius ran, over what sort of verss
daes he display most power, what passoges ox-
Libit his wanner best, or sinslar test qrestions,
you witl soon il that they have o botter bdes
of Byron than when they bedan 3o read his
works 3 that they have barnod nothing rxeept a
fow fines that moy have stuck jic thelr memory
somehow, ar they moay lave Jearied the names
of some chavacter whein Byron has given to)
Fiterature; ; ] i

The first timie 1 rewd Sir Walter Sentt’s poens |
¢ Marmion,'" 1 did not perceive anything pecu-
Tiardy fine in it 1 did not even master. the plot.
1 read just for the sake of having to say I read
it—a hoyish pride, which believes that yourreal
worth and kiiowledge is eotmensurate with the
books aver which yeu skKimn--tor when vou read
many books ina short time, youmust skim over
thew. Sinee, | have learned otherwise, 1t is far
hetter to read one good work well, than fo et
fifty superficisily.  When you reald a well writ-
tenn work, rarefully. and completely, you get
above the work, you understund its construction,
yon enter into the author's confidence, yon be-
come possessed of the best of what he knows on
the subject, wnd he tells you ‘this in hiz hest
mantner, Thercfore Iread “ Marmion " a second
time and. was very nuch pleased. =] read it'a
third and fourth time and was delighted.

The introductions o the cantos are tagged on
to the poem,.  They do. net in the least way
serve to throw light npon the poem, - They in-
troduce uothing of * Marimion ™ except ity av-
thor.” They are like magnificent porticoes
through which yon pass, and having passed and
admired their bheanty, you find yon have not
advanced  step towards the main building, bat

R
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in. Though in a critical point of view we can-
not approve of the *“Introdnetions,™ yet we foc]

thankful tu the peet for Tetting ns an much jom |

E Al

L perfeet
{ whets

)

hix private views, for being so comrmunieative,
for saying s many true things so finely, . Bach
“Intraduetion 7 is a dedientory: epistie—and a
Jdeanltory one ot that, o

From amid & casket of gems we might selee
one for its lustre, another for its ‘shape, or an-
other forits value; but of these six Introductions
I know not which to prefer;  Fach has some-
thing in it so beantiful that when we would
place it below one of its lellowy, its beauty pleads
and we relent.

The description opening the first is fine,
well-drawn, well sustained.

The ficst two Hues generalize and then follows

a series of purticularizations—always a test of
power and, when well sustained, an evidence of
it. The rivnlet, the shephend and his flock, his
shivering dogs, the little children asking in-
necently will spring return, the swmmary of
spring’s glorious transformations, are exquisttely
fine, and afford a fitting poelude o the elegiae
verses on Nelson, Pitt and Fox whivh are so
artfully introduced.  After the Poet hax said
* Rest, anteat spirits ! Gl the cries
Of dying vature bid you rises
- » - - L]

The Burd you deigmed to praise, your deathless
names, hus sung,”

there fullows a sticcession of fine verses di-
picting his desire to have the illusion sty ; at
leugth he feels assuped that :
©IOwill nat Beeit may oot last—
The visivn of vochantment’s st

The coneluding stanza ** wanued by such
natues, &v.,” las some exsquisite personitications
and metaphors, R ’

Alliterution is coutinucus, and the Alexau-
drine verses introduced at the conclnsion of some
of his themes produce an sdmitable effeet.  The
Alexaudnne verses that eccur in the Totrdue-
tion ame three 3 viz—* Ansd bronghit the fresman’s
arm toaid the freenman’s laws. ¢ The Bard, &¢.,”
as above, and “Protaued the God-given strength,
and marred the lofiy Jine”

The second Iutiednetion opens well with the

Ddeserption o a lonely olid tree, and then foliows

an imaginative tale, told by this okl tree, of
stghits it haod seen and sounds it bad heand sinee iy,
a siender saphing bongh, had waved in the heeeze
Faes uative dell, The enlogy on his deeeased
of is tender and brief, the piotare of thew

fapedis iy el o but the sunaning opof the werits
s wodeerased buly to whom the Poct afludes s

‘f“‘lll)'lt'lvm-

C A she i gone whese ovely fees
Was bat her bt sid Iowest grace;”

I3 t

al g s

beatnfnl was

hongh i Sripddd Queen “hwere gives,
T aiow oy earth the chuarni< of heaven,
S eengdd et gl alsng e 837

With formy wisre 3,20t 08 tace pare fair”

Then the sllusion to the charities of the e
ceasiad, o well diifected) w0 gentle, and yet so

Id would go on I shenid gunte the
Introducton ;. for sueh . teazhful Hines
Toliow thar they conied ot b possedt over au-
notiemd. But tosnm up e the first amd second
Introsductions ame zad. Their Kevonote ix regret,

[i one there is wenrning for desol wsture, an |

orphuaned couttry and negleeted vers In'the
other. a plitare of former sport, 2 louient for

fricnds whoare heee o longer, s display of theie

mietifs, 2wl it eloss with the pewsannd effort of'a
whomsny dasition clad in orolilng verse, by
Fhowe gain an Jpsizht of the pocts farmer
anil the chiaricter of oneof e persouagss of
> promt—the Pabinee.

The hird Intredusetion  gives ue another

Cpdipse of Sert hineselt,  The pegretfad cadinee
fowelis wdong abesening Lines ke a Hugering
Lechn o the forner Intradaetion. 1t is s ehord on

whicl: Seott Hikes to dwell and he seunds it with
amaster and.  Esskine's adviee iy fine. Scott
little deemed perhage, as e wrote it, that he

L prophesiad, vspeeially inthe lust line—

* Dyerned their owp Shakeapears lived again,”

which cume literally true of himself as the
aathar of the *“ Waverley Novels:”  In his
answer to Erskine we' have some iniwitable
personul sketebess The lines relative to his
grandsire nre strikingly trae to lite.

The first twenty-five lines of the fourth “Li-
troduetion are repeated by Scott in a much more
graceful mauner at the beginning of the thinl

- enuto of his ** Lady of the Lake.” However he

expresses himsell far more finely nml makes a
untch better impression,  because his. illustra-
tions in the Tatter example come homie, as it

-were, to each one ; while in the fourth Jntro-
duction of Marmion they ave rather personal to

Secott and Skeve, aud do nct affect ua so much,
as we have 1o cognizance of thew except through
our imagination.  The deseription of the Shep-

hert in the Novanber snowstorni i wintte aud | -

well executed,  The verses— -

5 /Flin Blust that whlstles o'er tha fell
Ktiffens his Tocks to icicles,”

are peculinrly vivid ; as ar¢.also the sub@u‘quent
five or six, but hie broke ol ubruptly, knowing

well thut he could not surprss Thomson; whe'in’
chig ¢ Seacons " deseribencinost fullva man

preishing in the wnow. This atery of Soutt's
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edothes s wy whcle is cousidered by some a

H
i

{hiebgablin stories  he hay jntrwdaced nto the

1 Bards” whom Sentt studied so desply and »o

{ Christhas.

i . . . . ., N
about the sheplierd’s fate is the complotion of

what he had spoken of in the st Introduction
anent” the sheplierd "and his:employments “in
November ; and, if we notice, the Tact is that
he 1etouches some of his Tandscape - fentures be-
fore he spenks of the shephend, in onder to
re-induce Lis picture of Nevember in the first
Introduction ; and - having recalled -it, he dovs
his bast to wnake it vivid and striking., As soon
ns he bas completed his: Novembrian picture he
turns to his theme of culogizing the dead ‘and
spoily ruuch of what he says of the ohject of his
culogy by giving him a charscter almost identi.
¢al with the Lady over whom he (Scott) was
mourning in the last eante.” The picture of the
Winter'sevening is very much like Scott, who is
seldom lengthy is hisdescriptiona ; but; sketeh-
ing and touching slways with a bold hand, he
leaves ns a well Svt'mcd outline which we may
il for ourselves. . The lines— '
“ Mirth was within; and Care without
Might gtaw her nails 10 hear our shou,”

are very suggestive.

All the descriptions of Nature which oceur in
the Iutroductions are of nature grown barren, of.
wature stripped of all her beanty ¢ made gaunt
and grim.  As in the last he described » Winter
evening, he now:gives us'a picture of s Winter
day in. the hantsman’s dwelling. Aud with
well applied art he introduces a iwlerence 1o Falin-
burgzh,  Taking advantage of this he goes o in
a beautiful stmin speaking of what she wasand
what she is 3 and nsesa beantiful simile founded
ou. Speuser’s chamcter of Britomarte, the fewale
vhampion, in the third book of the *‘ Faery
Quern.” - The metaphor in which hie alludes to
Tradition ns a Decomber noon-——a fog of Trost:
aud Fiction as the moonlight of a Midsununer
night, is striking.  The end of this Tntraduction
aives Scott’s plan—the psssage to which refer
tegins

* Come, Hsten {—beld in thy applause.”

I would remark before begineing the Sixth
that Scott's compliment to Ellis iy too extva:
satit ;iU ovcurs towands the end of the last
Intraduction.  Filis is unheard of as a poet,

The deseription of au olden-time Christimias is
very amusing amd in- it occur some begutiiul
lines,  Hix apolegy at the end for the numerons

poem proper ix well timed, and may bave Leen
overiooked by many critics who have oljected to
his poctu on aeeount of the fairy agencies fntro-
duced.  Bat potry is'the kingnage of the im.
agination, and certainly tnagiuary images canuot
b egrapedend as omt of plaie” when they oomrin
poems. Poetry is rend for pleasure, and by this
pledanre ivdeniveid tistrovtion, and things wlech
wourhd b grossly repugtiaont i prose ave adiise
sible in poetry, especially in w poem like
* Manmton,” which essays to paintan ers loog
past gt to paiet it after the manner of the

keenly spprecinted. s :
) J. Hanonn Lyxen.
Mostrrarn, Decemlwr, 1878,

CHILUREN'S COLUMN.
My first is skittish ¢ m}'b yert ise wsed for
pleasant tipple ot Clivistinus tine.,
Answer— Lanbswool. ,
Pm tonnd in vonr 'xﬂ«lmnm: ] ri;lo' lhmughS

the (!31:-1\'11(*55; Ibring glad tidings 3 and the
hoys jomp over me,

Answer—A Post.

My first 15 a Juldy iy et n wartior eaptain’;
and wmy wholé, if ot oo rough, is anistiig at

Answer—Mis-chief.

My sirst holds Yiguor ; m)" nrrt is oxeerdingly
heavy’s and my whale fastens a lady's glove.

Answer—But-ton.

My sivst comes always before you ; wmy et
holds wy first ; aml my 1whals ig Recessary 1o a
social party. Coen i o
S Angwer—Tea.pot.
My firel isii placs of palilie rMh, ol g
My second the entrmnce tupretu S
When my first to my second 1< rightly conjoln’d, -

In Cheshiré i town you then ful: '~ EU
o < RN Answer—Vark-gate. :

My first is n trade quite wx useful aa nny ¢ -

My arennd, we kuow, haa been futal ta miny
My total ling fomdasis o hintory’s prages f
For horrible deeds wo've not heard of for ages.

“Answ nr-’-—.ﬁmii‘hq»id,

LMy Arat’s notree that's slways green,

2 Al makes gnod timber for the eutter:
My secarul relntives doth mean ; :
My whole (s often tll of buiter.

i Ansﬁérfrit-kiﬁ. i
0 My first Voltatre was not ;
S My next nomale s not;
: My whalen child haargot.

{

) jirag gives :my: second, and . bd‘com(}ys Vrny'

“ e —Lomp-light.

“pannd the shetl of tha to

of fat,

JAsvary 13-

In days ohg\‘l. T have been told
That British soldiors ua dany frat; .
© Elen nutw they ro grund, when they do stand

1o my second, when Ml dressed.
My achole 1 waen, on ships iro poen, .
By all why care 10 look; L
From the eap'v to the bos'n, .
From tnaster's thate to.cook,
y ) S Answer—Bow line;
He that wonld Avit my luszt 100 free,
1t can't be reckoned droll,
Thongh be shonld in u stute thie got,
As to require 1y whole. - .
. Answer~8npport,
A vehicle (s first, and ohe wall Xoown ; '
Mv srcond i« pecuilar. obl, or atraoge |
And buge wod mighty in my whole 1s shown,
1f you these purts will property nrrange,

Anvwer—Qig-untic (Oignntic.)
My Arstis to Xnuwe of U etudy,
Or 8x anything in your mind:
My second briangs to buth father and wother,
And 1 fove ma they botl spem ineleed ;
My thired s nn lunect, wnd bard it doth lsbonr,
Homighi traeh alesson ty youl sod vour neighbour,
My whole’s but ong letter, of which yon may find
More than oue in the alphnbet i you're inelined

Anywer—Con-soniant (Consonnut.)
My whele is my second, who works 91 my
Sirst, AR P A
‘ : Answer-Sci-man.
My fivst is s mother; wy second isoa child ;
my whold is u {rait. ST
Avgwer—Datu-ron:
My seeoad is Tound in my frst, nnd is called
my whola. '
AnswerSésuwend,
My firet of gvery garment forme a part
L Myimest cdnveys a thiought of weicht ;
My whnle doth emuse the fowllng heart
Tu pity ber uahappy state, -
AnswereSam s rvan,
My Arst is an suimal s my sert is 4 crossing ;
wmy 1ckols is an Irish town.
Answer--Fox-fonl,
My sirst is npanimal 1 my second is part of
the face ; my whals is o fower. ‘
i : CAuswer- -~ Ox-eye,
My Aast is w metal ;' my sceoned s my 1elicds
aml my whole 1va town in Easex.
v Answer—Silver-town,
My Arst (transposed) is a plant § my emad is
8 Bate; Y wchele is & nary
Answer--Rue-ben.
My first 13 a boy's name; my sevond is a
bird : wnd my whade is atand,
‘ Auswer--Jack-daw,
Solutions of all previous purzles in our next,
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MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC.

Me Cnantes Marnpws fnwriting his “Life

wol U8 understond the fest ﬁ'lz{iﬁo Ta ey for the
printer, ) )

A bige nuniber of Chopin's etters will be
pketished soin at Deesden, Fhey fitm part of 3 osfler:
e wmie amd carelully preserved by Gia siater,

Thy King of Portugrsd, Dom Luiz 1, i8 etggaged
U xr.nlwla!i-‘m uf.‘i!mkwspmré‘- trigemiy ol U Haa e
The trausintion is spadde ratirely o prvee

IN wearly every vity throughent the conntry
e €X3te aof theatrea have Taey oifeialiy ¢xamined «see
e Bruokivu bisanter, and in aest of then HITR G
v e duewn unsbered.

My Autva Manctaxn, formerdy a danerr
at the Grand Opera Faris diesd o thas <ide Tately, =1 the
agkre oL WH She woede Ler st appestunee is )

i TEhoa
tha age of nine

SNhe B 1Tt wémoirit which nee pova

f o e pmblished by het executor.

* Pouland Virginie,” by Vietor Masseé, is the
Ereutest aurecss uf Hie meakan, e first teg pretf crtnanees
lvteg vecdized 10D franea. The oue tlionsgid three
Hundred wued si1e socruth toprrenstation of aedea's
" La Dame Blanche  was recently given n Patis,

M, Govsow hins buen asked to decide whether
tjkw arerat clitienh moe in BinC Fanst * shontd yreweie or
fulivw the sdeath of Valwatine. Ho hasg gepniot thst he
m?g?nuﬂy foiluwed toothe in punting the 'death of Vi
Jentine firat, kot g the phndtiotion of the epene in Parie
it sras Tonml shore cobvenient Fu put thadeatl seeni Liat,
and this arrangement b now prefors. :

by e ol < o i r

 DOMESTIC.

RoAsT SinLors oF Beer.—TPrim and e upa
sirlidss of Beef, removing ait rporfiunig faf s ronat be.
fore » bright clear fire, laate very ficquently,. sprivkle
with salt, Anel arren’ with the ymy well fremd from the

fat: garniah with scraped horserntish und fratntar cxo-
quettes, : ’ " = S

Pirato CRoQuetTrs,~Take six. bailed po-
tatoes, pass then sheough asleve; add: g Mty grited

patmeg, pepper, and sl 10 taste, unsd some. ehupped

parales’: wark' fnto this mixture the yolks af thres or
four egys, they fashian 3t into the shape uf balls or vorke,
roll them in bread erumbn, nod fry them in bot lard.

LoBsTen SAUeR.~~Tuke ‘a hen lobster, pick
ont the teat, and break it inte pieces,” not-too small
bater and the: spaiwn Swith - x-me
butter tHi & smooth - puste, pasa It throagh w sieve: make
nise pint af melted butter, pat the thent fron the fohster
Into ity ndid n dost of eayenne] and when the sauer bolls
stir inta- it tha lobater Inifter that has come through the
sleve, (ind half i pint of cream, ' ..

Brawsen Turk EY,—Truas the tutkey as for
botting s stulf It with traMe and ehesnat stulling.’ Line
the buttum of o Urnlsing pun with - stlens of bucon ; lay
the tittkey an these, nnﬁ place imore slicex of biucon on
the top of It Pt In two srtroli_ind. twn onlons ent in
stieel, nind sweet horha, parsiay; bay leaf- A clove of
garlic, untassholo peppor, wad agt to tikte ;- modstan with
avme stuek wnd s tnm bl of sherry. Lay o round of
buttersd paper on the top, put on_ the HBd, and Frajan with
a-modernte fire (inder and above] for abunt fone hburs,
theu serve with the gravy atramed nnd frued from exonss




