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one of his attendants to tell McEnîeiry
what Falvey of the Ear had done.

" Sone time sinice," said the attendant
coming forward, "m 1ny master came
down bore on a visit to his brother, and
was so much diverted by the wit and
sprightliness ot the prisonor, that h
asked John of the Wine to let him go
vith hiu to Connaught for a while.
When they wrce about going, John of
the Wiie called the prisoner asido and
addressed him in these words. 'Now,
you F7alvey of Ile Ear, listen to me and
remiember what I an going te toll you,
for if you don't, it will be worse for
yourself. My brother is a man of a has-
t'y turbulent temper, and I stiongly re-
commend to you, to kep your wit under
check, and take carc never te play on
bis w«ords, or to make him a smîart an-
swer, or takO him short in w«hat he may
say, for that is w«hat nobody rolishes,
and what ho cannot boar. A satirical
tongue, or a mouthfal of repartees,
Cluas,' said he, ' are more dangérous to
the owner of them, than to anybody
else. You may remember vhat the
Latin poet says:

-Mitte jocos; non est jocus esse inalgnum,
Nua quain sunt grati qui noctuere salas.

and moreover:
Omnibus minatur qui facit uni injuriani.

meaning, that the honiey of wit cannot
sweeten the sting of satire, and that the
jester is a common enemy, for he who
cracks a joke upon one, threatens aIl.
But enongh said-remember what I tell
you. Falvey promisod him te bo caro-
ful, and came with us to Connaught.
He went on very 'weIl for some timue,
and my master liked him over day more
and more. One morning, however, my
master and some gentlemen went out
fowling-in the w«ood of Landers, belong-
ing te his w«ife's father, and they took
Falvey with them. . One of them shota
bird wbich Iell into the top of a very
straight and lofty trec. When my ias.
ter saw that, he said, lie would be very
glad to have the bird down by somo
means or another. 'l'Il go up for it,
O'Connor,' said Falvey of the Ear, and
accordingly he did so. When ho was
coming dow'n again with the bird in
his band, my master looked up, and
said: ' i rian suas an gerann ar nio

capuit." On hearing this, Claus looked
at him, and said : ' Bo dhcachair donhsa
diil suus gancuran capi do bleith ora7i.'†-
At this therc w'as a laugh aniongst those
who stood by. When nmy nastoer hoard
his words played up1)on1 in that n111nor,
lie got firious. Take himi some of ye,
said he, , until I hang h im this instant
Out of tle tre.' They iade a rn at
himni, but Claus lopped a wany fion t hem,
and run hoimewards. M y mn aster and
his peolple followed him a long way, but
lie hlad an adv:anltage of thei, foi lie
could go ail the short cuts across the
cointry, while they being ioneiited
were obliged to take the road rounid.
They piirsuiled iimi to Limiie k and lie-
yond, and got siglt of hlim juist as lie
drow igh Uie river Maig, where it tlows
betwocn Adare and Court. Thero leiig
no bridge, lie haid no other vay of es-
Cape thanl to leap aCross the river, and
lhe did so, clevOrly; and 1'Il loave it to
anybody that ever saw the Maig whethI-
or it wasn't a noble leap. Wcll, when
my master saw that, lie forget all his
zng rin admiring such a spring. 'Clans,
said ho, that was a good lep.'-'It
wasn't botter than the run T Ihad to it,'
replied Claus, taking himun short again.
At that, my master got twice as furious

1 as ever, though he waîs on the point of
forgiving him the moment bobie. The
whole party dashed into the river on
horseback and'swam across, but with ail
the haste tley could make, Clans was at
Carrigfoile before theni and told John
of the Wino all that happened, begging
of him to save hin from his brother.

Well,' say-s Songlian an Fhiona, 'I told
you how it would be, and I don't sec
any chance of protecting you, for l'in
sure I have no notion of getting into a
dispute with ny brother on at-couit of
a trifle, such as the hanging of a fellow
ofyour kind. Claus hcaring my muaster
at thcu gate, went up into a turret of the
Castle whore lie is nowv confinîed, and
waiting the order for bis execution.'"

Wlien the attendant had concluded

I would not go up tlere for ny horse.
† It was lîard for me to go up witliout muy

horse I
The wit of Claus o' Failbhe's answer turns

on tlîe double îneaping attac ed the ar in
Irih vhili signifies either for or ipOon, tc~
cording toits context. Olans affectedto talce
it in the latter sense.


