
THE HARP.

'<'Perhaps this tokon may quicken
your memory," said the other, undoing
from his plaid a bioaeh, which h hand-
cd to an old clansman, who carried it to
his chief.

Macleod sprung up, as if ho had seon
an addor.

"Ont of the hall, all of 3e,"' cried lie,
bastily, l and Icave ns alone !'

So his fhmily and retainers rose up
and went out iii haste, wondering much
who the stranger might he, and what
the tokerin was, vhich iad worked such
ant offect on their gloomty chieftain.
Tley sat down in the oter apartment,
and foh r a timtae tiec camie no soi md
froma witIin, save that Macleod dlrew
bolt and bar after then.

ia litile time, tley heard voices ap-
paeitly in high debate, anJ, to tliîr
astonishiment, t lie vie of, the stranger
secned the loiilest and most impera-
tive, vIicli Macleod seemed rather to
expostuate againstsonme propos'al which
fhe other was forcing ipon him. Then
11e stranger wis heurd to stamp on the
floor andi bOth appeaed t.O pace the
hali hurriedly and in silence. Again
the dispute commencedl, and at lst the
strangers voice alone was heard. Short-
]y aterwar:l, Macleod entered the room
wlerc t he rest of the faîmily were sit-
ting. 1e seemed unhusuilly agitated,
and the:-c urus a decp flush on his coun-
tenance, and a sternness in his eye,
which betokeied inwonted emotion, but
what the-anse ofit might be none vere
hardy enougi to enquire.

"he st.anger abides with me' to-
night," said hle; "sec that the best
chamber b.. got ready. He will take
his evening eial alone. To-morrow ho
sets forward. Lachlan !" and he signed
to his lienchnan, a strong, athlectie
man, who hadl follîowed his mastetr in
many a field and fobar andtuwas po -
sessed mor of, his confitlenco than any
one eise could boast. Folowed by this
man, Maieoa lfi the castle. Thoy
tarried some t n ie without, and! the
chieftaini.etued ilotte. le was again
closotedi with hi uei, who did not ap-
pcart to.the Tît'iily lt cniabùtie-
tiredearly th1 rest. Tho t:îmilvf fitnd ser-
vatntsshortlif ft i ldi'pù.ed.

Bùt t eräeeiet uinot cinä to
Mauedtdil one.', Theoki se , vho
had carried tlibroihre&gniztlie

badge, which ho had often remarked
beforo on the bosom of the bravest of
the brave, on that of Montrose himself.
This discovery, however, ho studiously
concealed from every member of the
household, and lie dctermined, more-
over, to keep a strict wateh over the
imotions of his master, whose fidelity to
the royal cise lie had long Icarned to.
dis1frîist.

When, therefore, ho saw Maelcod
leave tie castle, accompanied only by
his lieiînchman, he stole op to the battle-
ments, amd observed t hat Lachlan, after
rieeciving appari'eitly minute directions
from the chieftain, mou nned the favorite
horse of' Macleodi, and rode Off te the
eastw:ard, sedutilotsly keeping the covert
of a natur al wood as a screen between
hi m and lie house. The ehnsnan then
descended, and, mixinig with the rest of
the thmily, converseoff the stranger,
as if lie were as ignorant as the others.
So ih le night wore on.

But the old man could not sloop.
Strage iisgivings crossel his mind as
(o the hencmlian 's errmand. The royal-
ist forces had ail retired toward the
north, and the south and east country
were entirely occupied by the troops of
Leslie.

SAlas !" thoight the oldi man, if
such tieaclieiy stain the honor of the
house which f have served for three-
score years, it were botter for me that
I were in my grave !"

Toward tnorning ho heard some one
pass the door of the room whcre lie lay,
and his practiced car recognized the
tread of his chieftain. Scardely had the
sotund died away, ere ho started up and
hasioiing to the battlements, looked
forth into the valley.

The suin had not yet risen, but the
i-osy clouds stroaked the east announc-
cd his early coming; a hcavy breeze
swcpt along the surface of the like, and
the air wras clear and colI. Suddenly
there came dovn tile glon, at a furious
pace, as if bard, pressed, by the hlunts-
men, three noble deer They rced
alonghe th reehsvdtcd bythe.inargin of
the alz ë until within Lwo bowïshots of
th castle, vhên.lhotilted, atdi, lok-
ing flXedly behind iund to tako

thoir courseoew ularîn t anl held Otliei Lnrse tpo
uarci thie móuntains of ILoh Inver

Tbe vdtchei dgazd anxiously upo
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