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August, 1887, . THE CHRISTIAN. 5

God leoke for from His peoplo. And e oxpects
overy Christinn to bear fruit, Theroe aro no trees
planted in thiz garden for ornament. They are
ornamental only when they are fruitful ; and then
grandly so.

Tho Christiau who does most to make tho world
better, fulidls best the ond for which ho has been
called. IIe may not bo so perfect in his walk as
some of his brothren. Through the weakness of
tho flesh ho may often stumble where his brother
walks erect. [Jo mnay not bo as iutelligent in the
gospel ns others.  And furthermore, he may be, in
tho estimation of his orthodox brother, dangorously
unsourd in the faith. But tho treo is judged by its
fruita. Aud when be standa in thoe harvest, covered

over vith rich fruitage of a devoted life, it will,

atono for mnny a mistake Lo has made. Tho
sorvart's Gidolity to his Master is decided by his
work. And when he comes boaring his great
burdm of sheaves and laying them down.at the
Mastit’s fcot, tho imporfection o; his knowledge
and his appsront unsoundness will be forgotten, in
the gloty and tho joy of tho **Well done, good and
faithfulservant,” wbich shall fall frum his Mastor’s
lips. -Bicaroful, my brother,that you 20 not decoive
yoursol! by your soundness in the faith, and your
slecknes of behaviour. It was becauso of unfruié-
fulnessthat tho hushandman ordered the tree to be

cut down as o cumberor of the ground.
M. B. Rvan.

PREACHING.

Mecancthon romarked of Luther that his words
had heir birth not in kis lips, but in Ins'seul. An
exauination of the life and character of such a man
demonstrates to our mind that there was but httle
of eholastic quibble in that great soul; for every
seraon betrayed an carnest deadly grapphng with
the loviatian troubles of the age. How wondor-
fuly does tho man’s voice, form, gesture, live in
inagination ! No amueingly spun faucies, the pro-
wet. of an overdrawn religious sentimentalism,
;haracterized his preaching; every word was a point,

and every point was a dagger that pierced 1n warm

and deadly thrust to tho very heart.of the world’s
wrongs. Every muscle of his expressive face 131n
motion, his vye flashes hko tropic hightmng, his
spirit gleams aud glows in vivid sincerity, the
majesty of truth and right sus on lus noble brow,
and he has furgutten everything but his messago
and his auditurs. He luoks into the inqusitorial
chamber without a tremor, mto tho {icrce tlame of
the stake without a fcar, into the Vatican and
smiles at its triple-crowned simpletous and double-
dyed hypocrites. Tho breezo of heavon’s balmy air
stirs his locks, and tho light of an eternal progress
strikes his rough-hown forehead. It isa grand, a
gloriously sublime thing to stand upon some tem-
pest-riven crag, and watch the Storm King, as with
torrible might ho walks tho ocean,—but grander
far is- it to see a soul like that of Luther answer
Heaven's resistleas gazo—stirred nntil form, ges-
ture, tono and language melt in the white tlamo of
oternal truth. Metaphor leaps from overy utter-
ance as tho whito-crested waves cast their sportive
foam up the iron-bound coast rocks. At the
preaching of Martin Luther, Germany trombled
with desperatioms  His nudicnces felt tho.common
sonse of his sormons. Cuinmon minds love com-
mon sense, not triviality, not star-girdled efterves-
ence, but recognized principles, parallel with the
common habitudes of thought and expression. The
carly reformers were practical common scnse
preachers, and such men and such preaching have
always been the most useful and will continuo
to be,

Tho sickly dawdle of the modern expression,
“ called to preach,” sinks into a mere nothingness
when compared to the fieaven-born principlo that,
deep-rooted. in hoart and son}, drow forth tho fire
from the lipa of tho carly reformers, God never

“calla” a man to preach who has no love
for the work and whoso soul is not on fire
with the zeal that belonga to the high and nobla
work of saving souls from sin, death and orror. A
proacher of tho goapel shounld be every inch a man,
His sormons shonld bo like diamonds, both solid
and sparkling with thescintillations of divine truth,
His wotds should bo the wings of his thoughts.
‘Thess words should he carried tho shortest and
straightest way to theiv destivation. Pomp without
force, expression witheat feoling, or loarning with-
out adaptiveness, will goon discover that tho world
is past the stago of pulpit heroics.  The pulpit of
to-day necds men who are every inch men. Men
whose estimation of the work of saving souls is far
boyond tho estimation they have of themsolvee.
Preachors are often too much impressed, liko men
in the professions, with the desiro lo cater to the
wills aud wishes of a capricious humanity, but it is
a well tested, well tried and established fact that
the power and cfliciency of men have been found
/in direct ratio to tho quantity and quality of their
réspectivo motive powors.  If wo consider tho min-
istry & mero profession, it is then subject to the
laws governing other professions.  Whilo in my
judgment the Christian ministry hos docided points
of difference frum professione in general, yot I think
therc are many principles concerning professional
motors which will also hold good as respects tho
ministry. When a man enters a profession because
he lovcs it in all its details, you may be suro he
will succced, Mon never fail who are willing to
sacrifice fame, family, wealth and home for the
work thoy may have espoused ; but when a man
entors a profession to get for himself 2 great namo,
ho gencrally makes himself a great fool, and doubt-
less to such an aspirant thoe words of Josh Billings
would be most scrupulously fitting: ** Set down,
young tman, ya will hav time enuf to make a phool
ov yursclf,”  TUuless a minister of the gospel has
at uncontrollable love of the wurk of the wministiy
in all its detalls, he will scarcely succeed. If a
man simply takes work ia the vinoyard tu suppurt
his family, the work will Yo pourly done and he
will be puurly paid. The man in the-mivistry who
moves the world wust Lo first moved himself. The
strougeat ¢ call tu preach” is the hoartfult desire
to presunt the unscarchable richs of guspel truth
to o perishing world.  The fiest and grandest offect
of preaching is to luat sumobudy, aud the more
extenaivo, carnest and heartfelt the reformation
tho greater the hurt.  Louh not vi the » orld with
the cyes of a visiunary —Babylon has no use for
Zion. 7. H. BLeyus.

Jacksonville, Florida, }
July 15, 1857,

PUHIL. iv. 8.

—

This Scripture teaches the importanco of think-
ing—giving attention—to whatever is true, hon-
ost, just, pure, lovely, and whatever is of good
veport. Tho * whatever” includes overy good
thing.  Wo knew whatever the Lord commands is
200d by virtuo of His power and authority to com-
mand or legistate.  But tho salient point of the
lesson is in the intrinsic value of the thing itself.
Goodness does not need the furce of law to mako it
good. God's laws are good of themselves. * The
law of tho Lord is perfect, convertiog the soul,”
Phe Lurd's transforming power upon our natures
is by tho inheront virtuo of His law. Our loyalty
to Him rests on our obedicnco to Him as lawgiver,
but our cheracter on the law or commard given,
Our salvation, therefore, is not only on the prin-
ciplo of labor and roward--so much heavon for so
much work—but upon character; the better the
man the greator his enjoyment. Much depends
upon the effect the good has on our nature in
making us good. Tho valuo of a command is not
simply in its obudience but in its results, Two

things aro very important. First, to bo vory cure-

ful what we do with the commandments; and
second, to bo vory caroful what tho commandmenta
do with us. Thero aro too many, unfortunately,
who are very strict concerning the first, but have
no placo for tho second, Tho one who bost keeps
tho commandmonts of God ia tho ono who is best,
God not only commands us what to do but also
what to be.  ** Wo must 1t our light so shine that
others wnay soe owr good works.” The world is not
su vory anxious to know what wo are deiug for thoe
Lord as thoy are to know what tho Lord is doing
for us, If wo give onr attentivn to the grod for
tho suke of the good, wo will naturally reproduce
the good in our nalures, which is ovidently one
lesson taught in the above scripture.

We notico also that tho ¢ whatover” implies there
may be geod things for which we have no express
commaunds. It is our adkerence to such good things
that is a {ruo test of our goodnees, ‘L'be father
may command tho child to do certain things, and
the child may obey; but can tho futher tell by this
that the child did it'in love, or by virtuoe of its.de-
siro to oboy him. It may have been fear that
prompted the child’s obedience. Whilo it is true
that love will obey, it is equally truc that wo can
oboy without love. Heroin is the force of the say-
ing, *If yo love Mo keep My commandments.’
But when wo sve tho child doing cood for-the sake
of the good, without the lash of authority, then we
are compclled to acknowledgo the gooduess of the
actor as well as the act. I remomber when my
fathor would give me a certain amount of wurk to
do I was vory careful to do no -more than what:he
commanded. 1 loved play much better than work,
and the only reason 1 had for doing a eingle atroke
of work was because fathor bid me do 1t. DButas.
soon as I became more intorested in father’s inter-
est thau L did in play, I did not wait for a ** Thus
saith father,” but whatever was good [.was at it.

Lot us not cloak our indolence with authority,
retusing to work for God because He has given no
special command, He has certainly told us through
the apostle to attend to the good. if we Jove Gud
wo will love to du 1is will and hate to do anything
contrary tv His wall.  Qur love.for Him will con-
straiu us to keep Bis commandments and to do
thuse thigs ¢hat are pleasing 1n Hissight, Christ’s
vasmple in dving goud on the Sibbath day intensi-
fies this principle, i. e, that youd 18 the 1uterpreter
of all law, aud Le who dues thut which is good is
fulfilling the law. Yo who will not do a good work
becauso therv is nu vapress command for it is frst
cousin tu thu few who would nut dv guud on the
Sabbath day. H. M.

WELL DOING.

And let us not be weary in well-doing, for in duoe sca-
son wo shall reap if wo faint not.—Gal..vi. 9,

The well-doing makes this lifs and the lifo to
como glorious. It is the cream, the essonco, the
oil, tho concentrated part of life.  As tho fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, what must the
continuation of woll-doiug be but the consuramas
tion of wisdom ?

The well-doing consists in the rendering to God,
man and self their dues, Or, as Paul expresses it,
(Titus i, 12), * Teaching us that, donying ungod-
lincas and worldly lusts, woe should live soberly,
righteously aud godly in this present world.” The
samo apostlo urges us (Phil. iv. 8,9), * To meditate
upon and do tho things that are true, honest, just,
pure, lovely, and of good report.”

Lot all rest assured that if they continue in well
doing till death, that their reaping time will be
joyous. The harvest will far surpass tho highest
expectations. I thoreforo lovihg entreat every one
who may read theso lines, * To be stoadfast, un-
moveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as you know that your labor is
not in vain in tho Lord.” Maris E, GaTes,

Woodville, July 10th, 1887,




