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God looks for fron His people. And 1h, expeca
ovcry Christian to bear fruit. Thora aro no trees
planted in this gardon for ornament. They are
ornanental only vlien thoy are frmtful ; and then
grandly so.

Iho Christian who does mont to iake the world
better, fulfills bost thre and for which he lias been
called. Ho may not b sao perfect in his walk as
sorne of his brothron. Througli tho weakne8s of
the flesh he imay otton stuible whare hie brother
ivalks orect. Ho may not ba as intelligent in the
gospel as others. And fuirthormoro, he may b, in
the estimation of his orthodox brother, dangorously
unsousd in the faith. But tho tree je judged by its
fruits. And wlen ha standa in tha harvest, covered
ovar viti ricli fruitago of a devoted life, it wil.
atone for mnuy a mistako ho has made. Tho
servar's fidelity to his Master is decided by his
work. And whon ho cones benring hie great
burdes of sheaves and laying themn down at the
Mastqr's fct, tho imporfection of his knowledgo
and hie apparent uinsoundness will bu forgotten, in
the gloty and the joy of the "Well dono, good and
faithfulservant," wbich shall fall fron his Master's
lips. Ihcaroftil, my brothor,that you dò r:ot deceive
yoursel by your soundness in the faith, and your
sieoknas of behaviour. It was because of unfruit-
fulnessthat tho husbaudinan ordored tie trea to be
eut doin as a cumboror of the grotnd.

M. B. RYAN.

PR EdGAlIINa.

Meancthoin ronmarked of Luther that hie words
had heir birth not in his lips, but in lis soul. An
exatlination of the lifo and cheracter of such a mat
deronstrates ta our mind that thora was but littie
of eholastic quibble in that grea. soul, for overy
soration betrayed an oarnest deadly grapphnmg with
ti, leviathian troubles of the cga. How wondor-
fuly doe the mani'a voico, form, gesture, live tm
iaagination ! No amusingly spun fancies, the pro-
suct. of an overdrain religious sentiinentalism,
haracterized hie preaching; every word was a point,

and ovory point was a daggor ihat pierced i warm
and deadly thrust to the very heart of the world's
wrongs. Every muscle of his expressive face la ia
motion, his eye flashes hko tropic bghtnæg, his
spirit gleans and glowas in vivid sncerity, the
majesty ot truth anid right aus on his noble brow,
and ho has forgutten overythng but his iessago
and his auditurs. He luoks into the inquisitorial
chamber without a treinor, into tho fiorco laino of
the stake without a fear, lita the Vatican and
smiles et its triple-crowned simpletous and doubla-
dyed hypocrites. Tho breezo of heavon's balmy air
stirs his locks, and the light of an oternal progress
strikes hie rough-hown forehead. It is a grand, a
gloriously sublime thing to stand upon sotme tein-
pest-riven crag, and watch the Storn King, as wilh
terrible might ho walks the ocean,-but grander
fer is it to son a soul liko that of Luther answer
Heaven's resistless gazo-stirred until form, ges-
ture, tono and language nit in tie white ilano of
eternal trutli. Mataphor leaps fron evory utter
ance as the wlhito-crested waves cast thir sportive
foam up the iron-bound coast rocks. At thc
preaching of Martin Luther, Gormany trembled
with desperationi lis audieiices fel. tho-common
sonse of his sormons. Coitrimon minds love com-
mon sense, not triviality, not star-girdled efferves-
ence, but recognized principles, parallel with the
common habitudes of thouiglit and expression. Tho
cearly reformers wero practical connion sense
preachers, and such nen and such preaching havc
always beau the most useful and vill continuo
te bu.

The sickly dawdlo of the modern expression,
" called to preachI," sinks into a mera nothingness
when conpared te the ficaveni-born principlo that,
deep-rooted. in hoart and soul, drow forth tho firc
from the lipa of the carly reformera. God neva]

" calle " a nimait to preach who bas ne love f
for the work and whoso soul is net on tiroa
wiith tihe zeal that balonga ta the higi and nobl
work of saving souls from sin, death and orror. A
proacher af the gospel should bo overy inch a mai. i
lis sornons should bu liko diamonde, both solid t
atidsparlkling with thescintillationst ofdivine truth.
His wordu should bo the vigs of hie thoughts.
Theso words aiiotild be carried the shortest and
straightest way ta their destination. P1omp without
force, expi ession witle.t feeling, or loarning with-
out adaptiveness, will soon discover that the world
in past the stago of pulpit heroics. The pulpit of
to-day nceds mon who are every inch mon. Mon
whose estimlaition, of the work of saving soula is far
beyond the estimation thoy have of themnlvce.
Proachors are often too nmuch inpresoed, liko mon
in the professionis, witi the desiro ta eter to the
wills atnd wishes of a capriciouîs humnanity, but it is
a well tested, well tried and established tact that
the power and efliciency df men have bean found
ii direct ratio te the quantity and quality of their
respective motive powiers. If wo consider the min-
istry a more profesion, it is thon subject te the
laws governing ather professions. Whilo in my
judgment the Christian iniuistry lias decided points
of differenco from professione in goneral, yat I think
theo are maany principles concerning professional
motors which iill aise hold good as respects the
ministry. When a man enters a profession because-
lie lovcs it in ail its details, you may b sure he
vili succeed. Mon nover fail who are willing to
sacrifice fame, tiunily, wealth and honte for the
work thoy may hava espoused ; but when a man
cietors a professioin te get for himseolf a great nama,
ho generally mnakes himself a great foui, and doubt-
liess to suci an asiirant the words of Josh Billinge
would bu n.ost ecrupulously fitting. " Set down,
young man, yu will hav time ontf to mak. a phool
uv yairsltf." Unless a ministcr of the gospel las
au uncountrollable love of tie wvrk of the ministi y
in all its detalls, lie will scarcoly succeaed. If a
man siimply takes work in the vinayard te support
his family, the worl will to porly don and ho
will bu poorly paid. The mait in the ministry who
mnoves the wiorld must bu tirst noved hiniself. The

etrtingt-st " call tu preacii " is thu heartfelt desiro

tu prentuil the unsearchale riches of gospel truth

tu a perishiig world. Thu first amd grandest offect

of preahinmg is tu lirt souumebody, iid thu more

extensivo, earntst tnd eiartfelt the reforumation
the greatur th hrt. Lok iut on thu nurli vith
tle ees of a sisiounary -Babyluin has no use fur
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This Scripture teaches thn importanco of think-
ing-giving attention-to whatever is true, lhon-

est, just, pure, lovoty, and whatever is of good

report. Thtle " wliatever" includes overy good
thing. Wu kit.w walitever th Lord commands is

goodi by virtile of Hlis power and authority to con-

mand or legislate. But the salient point of the
lesson is in the intrinsic value of tha thing itself.
Goodness does net need the force of law te malk it

good. Gods laws ara good of themselves. " Tho
law of tha Lord je perfect, convertiog the soul."

Tho Lord's transforming povur upon cur natures
je by the inhernt virtumo of His law. Our loyalty

t ta Hiu reste on our obedienco te Him as lawgiver,

but our ch.racter on the lav or conmsard given.

i Our salvation, therefore, is net only .on the prin-
ieiplo of labor tad roward-so muait heaven for se

iiuch work-but upon character; the botter the
man the greater his enjoynment. Much deponds

upon th, effect tha good lias on our naturo in

mianking us good. Tho value of a coiamnand is lot

simply in its obdienmce but in its results. Two

r things are very important. First, t bue vory aur-

ful vhat va do witi the commîandmnents ; and
econd, te b vory carofuîl wiat tie commuandments
do with us. Thoro are too many, uifortunately
who ara very strict concerning tie first, but have
ta place for the second. Th one who best keeps
lie cotmnuitidnents of God is tha orme who ie boat.
God not only commande us what to do but aise
what to be. " WC must lt our liglt se shine that
others imay see oter good works." Tho world is not
a very anxious te know vhat va ara doing fer the
Lord as thuy arc te know what the Lord is doing
for us. If %u give our attention to tie good for
the saea of the good, wo vill naturally reproduce
tho good in our natures, vhicli _e ovidently one
lessou taghIt i the abovo scripture.

Wo notico aise that the " wlatevor" implies thora
may b good things for which we have no express
comimands. It is our adheronce te such good things
that is a truo test of Our goodnces. Tho father
may coiiand thie child to do certain thinigs, and
the child imay obey; but can the father tell by this
that the child did it in love, or by virtue of its,de-
siro te obey him. It may hava been fear that
prompted tihe child's obedience. While it in true
that love will obey, it is eqially true that we cen
obey without love. aeroin is the force of the Bay-
ing, " If yo love Me keep My comiuandinents.'
But when wo see the child doing good for·the sake
of the good, vithouit the las of authority, thon wu
are compelled ta acknowledge the gooduess of the
actor as well as the act. I remomber when my
father would give me a certain amoutnt of work ta
do I was very caref il tu do nuo mare than whatL he
comimanded. I loved play inich better than work,
and the only reason I had for doing a siugle atroke
ut wurk was because father bi nie do il. But es.
soon as I became more mnterested in father's inter-
est than 1. did in play, I did nrot wait for a " Thus
saith father," but whatever was good .was at it.

Lot us net cloak our indolence with authority,
refting to work for God becauise He lias given noi
special command. Ho lias certamnly told us through
thie apostle to attend to tie good, if we -love God
wu vill love to do His will and liste to do an thing
cortrary tu H1is will. Our love-for Hin will con-
strait us tu keep Hie commandients and Io do
thuse ihmitga that are pleasing mn Bis sight. Christ's
ux4umplo in, doing guud in thre Sabbath day intensi-
fies this prineiplu, i. t., that youd 15 tho interproter
of all law, and ha who doues thi.t which is good ie
ftihllinimg tlie law. H uwho wiliniot do a good work
becausa thiere iï no express comnmaid for it is first
cousin tu the ftw wu would nut du goud on the

Sabbath day. H. M.

IELL DOING.

And let us not be wcary in vell-doing, for in dite sea-
soi ve shall reap if wo faint uot.-GaL.vi. 9.

Thte well-doing mahes this life and the life te

cono glorious. It je tie creain, ite essence, the
ail, the conicontrated part of life. As the fear of
tlie Lord is the beginning of wvisdom, what must the
continuation of well-doiig he but the consuuma-
tien of wisdoiim 1

The well-doing consists in the rendering te God,
mant and self thoir dues. Or, a Paul expresses it,
(Titus ii. 12), " Teaching us that, denying ungod-
liuess and worldly humts, wça should live soberly,
rightcously and godly in this presont world." The
samo apostla urges us (Phil. iv. 8, 9), " Te meditate
upon and do the things that are truc, honest, just,
pure, lovoly, and of good report."l

Lot ali rest assarel that if they continue in well
doing till death, that their reapihg time wili he
joyous. The harvest will far surpass the higiest
expectations. I thoreforo lovihg entreat every one
who may read these lines, " To bu stodfast, un-
moveable, always abotunding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as yo know tliat your labor is

not In vain in the Lord." MaArti E. GtErs.
Woodville, July 19th, 1881.
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