THE BRITISH COLUMBIA COMMERCIAL JOURNAL.

9

A WORD TO THE WISE.

Speaking of the recent Chicaro ¥ax-

postion the Harduare Trade Jowraa
of Knglnud says :

“Whatever the opinion of individual
producers iu thiz country wmny be, we
cannot help thinking that these great
exhibitions are calculated to have a bene-
ficial effect on international trade. People

from all ends of the carth assemble, and.

asa 1ule, carry home with them some
souvenir, which in course of time causes
the maker’s name to be known and his
goods sought after in new parts. Pro-
ducers, tou, are afforded an opportunity
of seeing what their rivals are endeavor-
ing to secure the market with., It is true,
of course, that exhibitors give away
something in this way, but as a set off,
have they not an opportunity of obtain.
ing important information and ideas?
Exhibitors are fortunate enough, too, in
many cases, to obtain tradz orders to a
lare amount, and where this is so all
objection to exhibitions is surely removed.
° ° * The Paris people are enthusiastic
exhibition organizers, and it is possible
that the show that they are preparing
to hold in the year 190 will beat all its
predecessors, not perhaps in the amount
of ground it will cover. but in being more
thoroughly representative of the art and
wmdustrial products of the world,”

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS.

Some nineteen or twenty retail grocers
uf the city a few days since advertised
their intention of discontinuing the old-
fushioned praciice of giving Christuias
presents, as being ** unsatisfactory both
tubuyer and seller.,” It can readily bie be-
ticved that this has been the -~ace, for
never was there a Christmas present of
thix kind made which did not come out of
the customer insome way or another. We
have received several communica'ions on
the subject, whose purport we give for
what it is worth. In fome cases there are
complaints of short weight, in others of
the substitution of an article of a grade
inferior to that ordered and paid for. One
compiaint in particular may be men
tioned, viz, the supplying of soft whits
sugar for a harder aud more cconvmic
article. Then there has teen, it is said,
the weihing in as part of the purchase of
the canvas or other wrappers of ham or
bacon. Awnother ground of grievance is
the almost universal ucglect 10 enclose
with the purchases 2 memorandum in-
voice of the good« delivered, thus render
w2 it impossible for the cistomer to com.
pwre what he has paid or is to pay for
wih what he getse The * old-fashioned
practices ” in these and other regards
will, it is also hoped, bLe discoatinued at
the same time as the merry but old.
fasinoned and un<atizfactory custom of
anving Chrietmax presents.  When the
arocers made theirannouncement why did
they not leave out the, to them, meaning

vy conplinent of * A\ Merry Chris’ as ™2
e —————

EDITORIAL COMMENT.

Mn. Jaxes OBrieN, the well-known
wholesale clothier of Montreal, has ree

tiredd from business, after a successful
earcer dating from 1858,

T lmport of hay into the United
Kinvdom for the ten months ended Octo-
ber 31 were 181,000 tons, against 313,000 tons
the corresponding time last ycar.

Tienl: are good prospects of Canadian
manufacturers opening up a trade with
South America in  agricuitural imple.
mentson which there is no duty.

AvausTIN CoxTiN, the well-kuown
shiphuilder at Moutreal, who had to do
with the construction of many vessers
that have plied in the Upper and Lower
S:. Lawrence, is dead, aged 81 years.
His works were on the Lacline Canal,

T— -

I'ris reported from Winnipeg that there
is no possibility of replacing in Manitoba
wheat at present price. Fully two-thirds
of the crop of wheat is out of the farmers®
handsq and after providing for <ceding and
lacal millers there will be no wheat for the
all-rail trade,

I't would appear that all the reports that
the Australian conference to be held in
O.tawa next spring to discuss trade rela
tions would not take place arc incorrect.
The meeting will be held in June, Sir
Thomas Mcllwrath, of the Queensland
Government, being absut to visit Ottawa
and London to make arrancements, it is
presumd, on behalf of all the Australian
colonies.

A contemparary remarks: “Inconnection
with the Bank of Fuglaud irregularities
the highest loss mentioned, £300,000, is
not great for sn large a bhank to bear.
The worst the defaulting oflicial is said
to have done is to Icaxx upon securitics
which lie was not aathorized to accept.
The dircctors must have kept u sharp
look out to bie able to prevent the irregu.
larity, once begumn, going further; and
the fact of discovery being carly made
and a promipt remedy applied, speaks
well for the management.”

Tue following are some of the leading
points cantained in the draft of salmon
fishery  regulations forwarded from
Ottawa to this Province to oblain the
views of the parties interested :—There
is no limit to the total number of licenses
that may be issued ; cach dona jide fisher-
wan who is a British subject is entitled
to one, and the cost is reduced fro'n £20
to S10. Esach cannery is entitled to
twenty tivhing licenses, and for the rest
will have to cmploy or buy salmon from
fishermen who have licenses of their own.
Settlers who wish to net salmon for
family usc can get a domestic license for
S2ayear.

FisEwWnERE will be found an article on
the subject of pilotage and the opinions
expressed by certain American captains,
who kicked. flizuratively xpeaking, like
steers against the system obtaining here.
Since thatl was written another Amcrican,
Captain Gib<on, hnas spoken, who sxid he
had no fault to find with the British
GColumbia system. There in, he said, nota
portia the world where cheaper pilotage

cau be had, and he had always been will.
fug to pav the rates charged. He, how-
ever, decidedly objected—and, in view of
the experiences of others, there is no won-
der that heshould do so~to the fact of his
ship last year when in Esquimalt harbor
being moved from one anchorage to an-
other, notwithstanding the fact that there
was nothing in the harbor regulations to
show that he was out of place, Itis to be
presumed that the captain had uuwit.
tingly transgressed some of the hard and
fast rules of the naval authorities who, as
experience has shown, donot hesitate—no
matter what the special conditions—to ex.
ercise their suthority.

I¥ it be true, as was recently alleged by
one of the leaders of the unemployed
labor of [Loundon, England. that many
articles for Government use are made
abroad and paid for by the British tax.
payers, no wonder that there is the most
serious dissuatisfactiou prevailing. Among
the specific charges made was that boilers
of British gunboats were made in France,
that an order for 200,000 swords and
bayonets had been placed in Germany,
and that the Loudon School Board had its
printiog done abroad. A system which,
under existing conditions, could sanction
matters of this kind can scarcelr berse,
garded as otherwise than imfamous. But
graating that the greater part of all this
caunot be substantiated even a little of
it cannot De too severely reprehended.
The principle of free trade may, and most
certninly does commend itself to many
people, as well as the idea of making pur-
chases in the cheapest market, but the
idea of giving out public contracts in the
manner indicated, when so many persons
are hanging on the ragged edge of star-
vation wmakes one's blood bail to think
about.

WiaTa good jo% it is that the 165 wit-
nesses who tectitied at the Tariff Reform
Inquiry bLefore Controllers Wallace and
Wood—this, we suppose, is outside the
number who were heard by the Finance
Minister himself and others who have had
a hearing on the subject—lad not to re-
adjust the Tarif! An announcement
from Ottaws, and that of a scmi.official
character, comes to the cffect that aniong
the numnber named there is among con-
sumers a divergenceof opinion astoa gen-
eral rule forremissions. In caves where the
producer of a certain commodity was in-
teres”ed he invariably desired the highest
protection for himself.  Self-protection
with all thesc people appears to be the
presailing finst Jaw—n0 matter who is
made to suffer, and this being the case we
hiave thespectacle of somcthing very much
resembling & gathering of business agar-

chists, all wauting to pull down
or put up somcthing no matter
who suffered or to what cxtent

injustice be done. How matters will
again be got into something like an
cquitable working condition it is kard to
sce, and the more one thinks of it the
harder appears the task of reforming e
tariff which, upon not s few occasions, has
been revissd and amended—not for the
sakeof the public; but in order to catch
or retain the votes of particulariaterests,




