
CANADIAN DRUGOIST.,

der thiat i, yor follow sulb-rer, have mlet
soime frienids of yoiirs? The sitali boy,
for exiaiple, wio bursts into your store
while you are busy, goes back aid loudly
delmands iimaediate attention to his wants,
which waIIts, you fiid, are ierely .an
emlpty eigar box ; or lis delicate imîate of
the fairer sex, searcely whislprig her
mnodest pleading for a pictrurv card tie
mianur, woil:mlk o- elild who lasks for a botth-
thb rown i in with hialf ai onilie. of glyceriini.
Iec:Ltse tiey haave st iany epigty oles
laing ule at home lt: thl- chronie n•.
peatter of thlt wunie obd l "chlo-tilut " tha;t
your average. prolit i's three hundred- per.
cent., to s:av notlhing fth îl-iend who
mîoudesty iasks :Su pe cen rt. d iscoiunt oni :a
paickag- of diye.

I kiiow ail the as weil aw you do.
Soiie otiher friends of minle. T eture
who tears oI)pen the wraing of a pateit
medicine bittli- and brig it l.tek to be
exchanged for smething elsi; the ciri-
inal who asks yo:: to flii witih C.iada
iNdsaimà a bottle with a constricted neck ;
the harldentied villain Swho waniits a 25 cent
pair of spectacles in t.ht iwittla- of a IIsy
arket lay : and the .terinary crai k

who wisies eachi ngreiet, of a coihla.x
condition powdn r tied up in a separate

I t isi a noirmy ilhis of tige plagu.es
of the drugist, aid the half 4if it lias lot.
yet ben-i told.

Do you kinow te l- mian afflicted with a
little pharmautical kIowOg-dg el w ge-ts
all the i rit- «f a iixtI re at aimost
cost and compouids it at hiomite himsl-,elf 1
And tih whlsale huver wlo fiids out
the price per pound and eis uip by buy-
ing, a. single ounice. Hfave you met the
irritanuit who wanits the best in the store
and takes in the itend the cheapest and the
worst? I[ave you yet cote across thge
inan whao tells yon how umuch cheaper he
cai buy goo is in n, city far away, and ex-
pects you to mlleet the pri-:e of the laîrest
wholesale house in the land 1 If you knlow
of all these and lilive becen charuied with
their acquaintance, you are, to a cer-tain
extent, familiar- with but the smalest
proportion of the many plagues that pes-
ter the life of the long-sring beinlg
who goes under the naie of "tIhe irug-
gist."

Foreign Patent Medicine Regu-
lations.

It has long been the excellent practice
of the United States Government, on
occasiots wlien it appcars desirable te
obtain a comipreiensive and accurate
knowedge of the ilaniier il which soie
tratie is carried on, or of the action of
laiws upon a givei subject in the various
countries of the world, to it.structits con.
sular representatives to gather the neces.
sary information and te publisl the replies
as a whole for the benîefit of persons
speciat.lly interested in the question. The
most recent instance of this practice ias
been the issue of a circular letter to the
Aicrican consuls abrcad, asking for in-
formation conccrning the laws affecting

thet -aLie of oprietary m-diin-. in tIheir
ditricts. Thr isters recOiVedi prest-t
an interestg efpitomtae of thge way in
which this important brancht of industry
is regulated in lut. chief counitries of
Eutrope.

In As ind iiry patent itedicines
in the .striet sense of the termi do tnot
exist, for tie law a lird t nr protection te
amny m tedicine's or iieIdiciI:ai coipou ds
the for oa- of wiieb aire ot kept ait tire
phartacist'a sIhop for lite instapeetiona of
q l'tifitical æril- il mi en. Iunless tlaaît con-
dition is coied w-ii ith, the article ilay
lot -ven be ollrd for sale, evenr by IL
phanntacist. D)itatic and cosietic pre-
p:ration s (includIIiig dentifries), minerail
waters (iatumral or artificial) ani spring
prodcets, aiu surgical dressings of al
kinis are e'xempat fromî this regulation.

i a llelgimi tihe trade in patent rmedi-
cinie< is Yrlatei by a royal degree of
Mlarch 1, 1888, which provides that sucla
miidicines shall be. sold or exposed for sale
only by pharmacists o- other persons
authorired to deliver compoutnded medi-

ias. 'Tle seller iist aflix his seal
eithter as a substitute for or in contiguity
tW that of the mranufacturer. Pharatiî-
cists as-suit- tte responsibility of the pro-
dait. delivereail oi t iese conditions. Thie
bottle mauit bear a label i.matioiiing the
subst'aies -ontained in the coiposition of
the patent, buit if the remiiely is inscribed
as ain oilicial Pharmacopria (Ikgian or
foreign) it is only necessary that the label
should show the official deaiinmiiation.
This label iiust bear the namne and address
of the piarmacist in printed characters.

li Deniark not oaly the sle, but also
the importation of patent iaedicines is re-
stricted to qualified pharmacists. An old
law enacted in 1779 still reinaias in force
ira that kringdomi., under wihicl the adver-
tising of patent imedicines in) public jour.
inLs is absolutely prohtibited ; but at the

present tinte thant Act has paitly fallen
into desuetude, anid advertiseients are
allowed to appear provided that they do
not namue any persons other than qualified
pharmiacists as sellers of the article. As
there are only 160 such chemlists in busi-
iess in the country, the patent-inedicine
trade is a lucrative accessory to the busi-
ness of these favored few. It is, there-
fore, not likely---'m]Denmark, at lcast,-
pharniacists vili give mnucli support to tie
resolution adopted at tle recent meeting
in Copenhagetn by tihe- phairmaceutical sec-
tion of theCongress of Scandinavian Scien-
tists, expressitg regret that there are no
legislative rtstrictions ina Dennark and
Nor'way on the iiportationt of patent and
secret remeatrtdies, and urging phariacists
to co-operate in the most earnlest manner
it putting down thte trade in such prepar-
ations.

France ias always iaiitainied a repu-
tation for tire Draconic severity (on
paper) of its laws on the subject of patent
iiedicines, yet tiere is no country whoem
the "specilit" indaustry ias assumed
such immense proportions. Tie principal
Act relatintg to the sale of these goods is
the fanous plharnaacy law of 1810, though

vairious mlodillicationîs have silice been
grafted upon it. It originally piohibited
the aile of any medicine of whicih the for-
imula liad net been inserted in the "Codex,"
but in 1850 a concession was made to the
spirit of the tine by the admission for
sale of muedicines recognized as new and
usful by the National Acadeiy of Med-
icine and of wihich the formula ias lacen ap.
proved by the Ministersi of Agriculture and
of Commerce. This otlicial sanction does
nlot appear to b4 ditlicult to obtaint, for it
is rare tu inda Frencli pharmacien who
has mnot invented front one to a dozen
nwrdicinal coipounîds, while the Englisi
community experience littie difficulty in
obtaiiing th'eir favorite proprietary pill
or potion unless they insist on store prics.

The Frankfort-on-Maine Consul reports
that in Gerniiy patent imtedicines ibay
be imtported duty-free unrles they contain
ether, alcoiol, sugar, or some other ingre-
dient whichî is subject to duty. In sucli
case the mixture is assessed for duty at
the rate whicih is applicable to its inigre-
dients which bears the highest rate of
duty. They may only be sold, however,
by qualified phiarmaciuts, who are held
responsible by law for their effects upon
the patient. Tihe consul therefore recoin-
menis exporters ot-such goods to Ger-
mrany to label them, « for the information
of the apoth-ker," vith a slip designating
the ingredients whichi they contain-a
picce of advice net likely to be widely
followed. An old Prussian law (now ap-
plicable o the whole of the Empire, but
rigorously enforced in P-ussia and Baden
only) forbids the advertising of patent
iedicines in public journals. This law is

circumvented by iany foreign dealers.
Tihus the proprictor of a well-known
Amterican remedy for diabetes and kindred
diseases, who iad maintained for years an
agency at Frankfort, ias obtained -a con-
cession which permnits him to advertise
his goods in Wurtemberg; for the remain-
der of Germuany he has adopted tie plan
of naking his medicines in this city for
sale througih authorized apothekers, but
sends out Iris advertisments f rom Lotndon
as circulars or pamphlets, to be folded in
the German newspapers where this is per-
imritted.

lin Italy, since 1887, no patent medi-
cines (in fact, no medicinal drugs or com-
pounided niedicines of any kind) are allow-
ed to be imported unless approved by the
Central Board of Health (Conglio Su-
periorc di Sanita.), to which a statement
of their composition must be furnished by
the petitioner along with bis request for
approval of the emedy. The punishment
for the infringement of this law in cumu-
lative, beginning with a minimum fine of
200f., and increasing to fifteen days' im-
prisonment for each otience. The Central
Bkoard of Health is composed of five doc-
tors of medicine, two sanitary engineers,
two naturaliste, two chemista, one vetein-
ary surgeon, one pharmacist, one lawyer,
and two business experts.

Rusia has reoently distinguished itself
by the enactment of one of the mont
stringent laws ever drafted against the

'November, Ion9


