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UNDEVELOPED MINERAL CLAIBS.

‘Che following {rom the San Jrancisco
Call is somewhat apphcable to British
Columbia. The practice alluded to ob-
tains toa greater or less extent in svery
mining camp: . :

“When a man is new at mining he is
apt to take up more ground than hecan
properly  hamdle, . . There is
gearcely anything worse than having a
whole 10t of ground in a camp beld by
a few mbn, who just manage to do as-
sessment work cach year and no more.
The result is that none of the claiins

are_ properly developed or brought to
such a stage a3 to invite inspection from
those who might be purchasers. The
mining laws are complied with simply
because they have to be, but men hold-
ing claims i this way are apt to rely
mare on the results of the labour of
their neighbours than on their own ex-
artiong. This sort of thing is not hon-
est mining. 3len who hold claims_in
this way prevent others from working
the ground they have, and yet they do
not work it themselves. There seems
to be no way tu . Lvent men acquiring
larger locations than they can handle.
A 1,500 foot location on 2 ledge ought
to be enough for anybody, but the cluss
of men referred to take up a dozen rich
locations, and then use the names of
olhers on the continuations of the ledges
to acguire more. Such men do more
harm than good to a camp. They keep
it back, because they keep out men who
wouwld do actual development and not
mere assessment work. The latter is
enforced, of course, or even that little
would not be done. If, instead of scat-
tering their work ina dozen or so places,
prospectors would concentrate their ef-
forts on one claim, and open it proper-
1y, they would bring it to a proper con-
dition for a sale of some value to them
and to the camp. There are plenty of
* claim-poor * miners ali over the coun-
try, v.ho will never get any better off
until they drop some of their superflu.
cus holdings and put all their work
and energies intoone or two.”—~Victoria,
B.C., “ Province.”

ADVERTISER AND READER.

A consideration of the merits of this
number of the Searchlight, both by ad-
vertisers and readers, should Uring
them to the same conclusion which
many persons have already arrived at
that the Searchlight is just what was<
wanted, being something new and dif-
forent to the general run of weekly
or_monthly Journals.

. We commend our columns to adver-
tisors as being a good field for invest-
ment.  Our subscription rate is an at-
traction and as a conscquenco many
subscribers are thereby obtained.

Going over a broad plane of thought,
the Searchlight will appeal to more
than ong class of readers. and for this
and other reasons advertising should
pay in the Searchlight. Our next is-
sue will be better in every way, and
possibly may be onlarged upon.

A THANKFUL SOUL.

Perry Patettic—The Lord is purty
good to the buman race, even you and
me,

Waywnarn Watson—1'd like fer to
know how §

Well, for instant. 1n making us so
we kin swallor our beer down. S'pose
wo_had to go to the exertion of swal-
lorin’ up, like the borse dves water?

WHY SO SLOW ?

By W.AD.

A little over n quarter of a century
ago the people of Canada came into pos-
session ot o berituge, sufficient, amply
sutficient, to maku overy fomily in the
country rich. Frobably we aru quite
within the estimate when we sey chat
thers were upwards of two hundred
acres of fertils lund for every fumily in
the Dominion. ‘Chat added to minoral
deposits, forest wealth and other ad-
vantages should have guaranteed such
o good share of the riches of this world
that Canada should have been cne of
the most attructive countriss in the
warld for tho emigrant. .

Weo have good reason to ask why it
is that the poverty stricken toilers of
the old world did not rush to this clime
to enjoy @ share in our advantages.

The answer to this question 1s not
bhard to find. Several blunders were
made and ic is difficult to say whiclh 18
tho worst. .

Yirst, m the method of taxation. The
man who settles and improves the coun-
try 18 the mam who brings prosper-
ity. Tie man who obtuins jand not to
unprove but to speculate is the man
who retards the growth of the coun-
try, Unfortunatety the latter is the
num who was encouraged, for as fast
as the settler cleared an acre or put up
a bulding, just so soon were his taxes
increased and thespeculator's taxes ne-
cessarily diminished. The taxation dis-
crimnated against tne improver. And
this dserizination produced several bad
effects. 1t scattered settlement, mak
mg 1t muck more difficult to build
schools, roads and otber public conven-
iences. It induced the holders of land
on the outskirts of the cities to keep
the land unoccupied; so that Winm-~
peg for some time was reported to be
ke a city surrounded by o desert.

The second blunder was the railway
policy. How much the Canadian Paci-
tic Kailway is to cost the people of
Canada noone can tell. A bundred inil-
lion dollars 1s the figure often nention-
ed, but that is onty a moderate esti-
mate. It was built also 1n such a way
as to cause scattered settlements and
to intensify the evil of speculation. At
tho same tune there was handed over to
the railway company a territory equal
in s1ze to the whole of Ireland and all
the cuitivated part of Scotland. Yhen
having given such extraordinary gifts
to this company, they were secured in
a monopoly of the traffic so that in
many cases the settler i Canada had
to pay higher rates than his neighbor
across the line, And then to aad to
thie accumulated folly, the tariff was so
arranged as to imake the railroad of
much more use to the foreigner than
to the Canadian settler; for such dut-
ins were immposed on commodities land-
ed n Canada that goods if from Japan
or China could be Janded cheaper in
London, England, than in Toronto.

If there ever was a country in which
it was folly to establish a protective
tariff it was Canada. With an Arctic
barrier of snow and ice to_cut off all
communication to the North, what
could be more f{oolish than to cut our-
selves off oeven partially round the rest
of the country by tuxes imposed not for
revesus but to stop trade, as if trade
was a curse! This tariff should have
been entitled “An  act sprciadly de-
sigped to punish men fox being farmers.*
The {ariners are par excellence the ox-
porters. They send goods to foreign
markets and when their returns come
back then the goverament ruthlessly
takes twenty or thirty per cont. of these
returns for taxes. Isit any wonder that
the farmer in the loneliness of {rontier
settlement finds dimself so discouraged
that he dots not write glowing lettors
to his friends at home urging them to
come and settle near himt To leave
theso abuses in full operation and then
to send out cmigration agents would
bo the eupremest folly, Kemovs that
idiotic thing called a tariff and stop tax-
ing peopls {or doing thieir duty to their
ocountry by improving it as much as
they can; place the taxes so as for-
ever to abolish mischievous speculation;
take for public purposes thie values caus-
ed by the growth and organization of
society, and thin thoe abounding pros-

ity of this country will be sufficient-
‘?rattractivc to draw all thb cmigrants
we want. N
B 3
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