
THE ADV1SER.

AMUSEME NTS.

III have rnany ttilngs t' îa&y tnte you; but yeu citnnot
bear thein flt.-OIlxvi., 12.

Ail nations, in ail alges of tlîo world, have
liad their amusements: It is hiowever ri0 part
of our inîtention to serve up aI this lime, for
the amusement of the reader, a dissertationi on
amusements. Weoenly design, in the light of
Christianity, te enquire and te show how far
amusements, and what kind of 1-nuqements,
may be profitable.

Permit us te observe, by the -%vay, that very
many of lte amusements of ihe anceients werp
most unquý*tionably pernicious. Their gladi-
atonial exhibition.s and thoir animal baîtings
were cruel and barbarous i the extrenie. And
thocir boxing, wvrestling andl runnig matches
indicale a great deal of loathsome cèoarseness
of mind, compatible -with nothing but ignor-
ance and barbarismn. Whether there are, or
have been, any amusements in our own more
highly favored land, w'hich deserve to, be char-
acterized as of the barbarian or semi-barbarian
description, 1 must submit t0 the judgment oif
my rcspecled readers.

The Jews, wvhose polity wvas of divine oni
nial, liad eighty-two days in eveny year, whicti
they kept 1sacred. Ail their festivals and
amusements, which were of divine institution,
'vere of a re]igious nature. They had fifty-two
Sabbaths; twvelve new moons, three great
annual festivals, greal day of atonement, and
jubilee overyforty--ninth or iiftieth yeai. These
-«ere their limes of recreation, and they'unbent
their minds from secular pursuits, by exercis-
ing them in Nvorship, accerding te the genins
of their religion. Mighl flot this -De a profit-
ab!e hint te Christians?

TESTS 0F AMUSEMENT:-
1. If Iliey have net a tendency te vice?

Often, amusemetits, which when 'viewcd ab-
stractly, appear te be innocent, become step-
ping-stones te those whichi are net innocent;:
and s0 step by stop irnay crimes of the highest
magnitude be reached, thus :- checkerboard '(lice, cards, garnbling, drunkenness, cheating,
robbin, murder, death!

2. Ifth-eir direct or chance expense does
net prevent our clui-rilie., or tire wnore useful
appropriation oflirat in whicz. aed ras pros-
perea us ? The education of orphans and
other poor childnen, thbe support of poor widows
and other destitute persons; forming and ad-
ding Io a publie library, sending the gospel te
destitute places, or supporti a cempotent
eldership in the midsî of the hrch, or even
improving tire Street, iq infinitely better and
more rational, not te say more ChrL-stian, than
s.permding our substance in noisy inirth or frothy
festi'vity.

3. If tlrey are nût se dlosely incerporatcd
cilh thte amuseinents of tIle bail, as te tlirow

uis into thec conipany fý te bad, and explose
uas 10 ite corrupting inJlucnce ofiheinr vicious
example? Thene is, perhaps, nothing that is

botter calculated to infuse int tho mind moral
poisoni, thanvicie)us companiotîs! "lEvil coin-
muiaioi, says P>aul, Iicormupt good mait-
ners."1 Thieir foot take hold on hiell, I ead ing
down 10 the chambers of death.C

4.. If t/rey have nmo tendency te wean a pr
son frei nwmre profitable eieontn The
most of those exorcises whrchi are called
amusements, we believe produce this tendency.
The being ongraged in the exorcises ofîthe ball-
reoms, tl~card table, the herse-race lte sisten-
Phiebe, or the seil-tho-thimble party, or evon
the cenveri3atien party, whene ]icght talk is the
erder of the day, or of the niàlt; are nlot, Nve
thinlc, highly favorable te piety!1 A transition
frem theso exercises te thme worship of God, is
immense.

5. If liroy do not encroaclr iupo t/rat brief
peried bestewedi upon 'mani Ie de iis werk fer
eternityl -kwi short, 0 how very short is the
lime allottcd te man ia %which for hira le do
this work. fis days are a handsbreadîth, and
his years are as nothing. Bis life is a vapon
that continues for a littie lime and thon van-
ishus away. Re is cemmanded Ie give "cer11
diligence"l te inake his calling and election
sure. But, as if ho hnd an eternity in whicli
te prepare himself for heaven, ho couverts
himsolf int a lime ]riller, and murders bis
precieus moments as they' approach. Ah!
sirs; these moments will bring thein ominous
flight te heavea's bar. and in burningwords, te
be ,writlen agaînst yeu in the book of remem-
brance, bear faithful tesuimnn of the unfaith-
fulness of your stewardship.*

6. If tlbey are not cruel or inhumait in
lIMer nmure. "A reluctance t.0 occasion
misory even te an inseet, is not a moe deco-
ration of character, which -tvo are left at liberty
te wear or te neglect; but il is a disposition
which we are commanded, as a malter of duty,
te cherish. Il is net a more sensibilily,_ but a
necessary part of virtue. Il is impossible te
inlit pain, and connect the idea of gratifica-
tion with such an act, wvithout experiencing
somne degree of mental obduration. We are
fot surp rised that howho, whil a bey, amused
himselfin killing flies, should, -vhen hoe be-
came a sovereigai, exhibit the character of a
cruel and reraerseless tyrant. To find pîca-
sure in setting brutes Io worry and devour each
othen, is a disposition truly diabolical. and the
mani who can find delight in dog-fighting,
chicken-fighting, bulI-baiting. is quite pro-
pared le imitate these cannibals who, ia the
pepular insurrections and massacres ef the
French Revolution, sperted -%vith the mau'led
carcases and palpitating limbs of theîr mur-
ed victims, anud draggcd ihein about willr their
teelli in the cgarden of the Tuilleries.

HorsecRatcing, in addition te thre cruelty wilh
which. il îs attended, is geuerally the mens of
assembliug on the course ail the gamesters,
svindlers 'annd blacklegs in thme neighborhood,
and is the cause of intich dnunkenuess, de-
bauchery andl ruin,


