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No. 15,
«Ths Obligations of the World to tha Bible. By Gardiner 8pring, D.D.

Tar groat obligations of tho world to the Bible are hoto displayed with a
masterly hand, m a soncs of fccturcs onginally defivered to the young mon
of New York, by o author, a Presbyterian munister of that place Tho
wdobiodnesa of ivorauuo, legnlatve eucnce, Lborty civil and religivus, and
socioty genarolly to uie Sacred Wriungs, s proved by the must powerful ar
gumants, which aro accumpnnicd by happy illustrauons, and a stylo of great
cloguence and beasuty.

No. 16.
v Catinne on I'talie, par Mme. La Baronne Do Stasl.”

Tiwis work, perhaps the most eelobrated, whicn Mudamo de
8tnol has writton, though placed in the farm of a novel, should
rathor be considored ns a description of Italy. Possessed of o
glowing imagination, and well versed in the history and litera.
ture of the country, she has cxcelled every traveler in ftaly in
tho trresistibly charm, which sho has cast around the scenes of
this most intorcsting of all countries.  Especially is sho at homo
amid tho time.hallowed ruins of Rome, throwing out her bril
llant thoughts among them, like so many jowels. We give the
{ollowing translation of her description of St. Peter’s, which,
howaever, will convey but an imperfect idea of the strength and
boauty of tho originul :—

»Tug Cuurcu or St. Peren aT Rome.—The Church of St.
Petor then ppuared to their view, the grandest structurc which
tho hands of man have ever reared ; for the pyramids of Egypt
themsclvos are inferior m height.  Tought, perhaps, said Corinnc,
to have shown you the finest of our edifices last ; but that is not
my syatdin. It scems to me, that to ronder one susceptible of
tho charm of tho fine arts, it 1s necessary to commence by view.
srg thoso objects winch inspire a lively and profuund admiration,
This aenttment, once expericnced, reveals, so to speak, a new
sphoro of ideas, and renders us henceforward more capable of
admuring aund judging of that which awakens, though in an infe.
rior degree, the first impressions which we have received. All
these gradntions, these careful attewnpts to produce a great effect,
are contravy to my taste. We do not attain the sublime by de.
grees, thore is an infinite distance between it, and even that
which is bonutiful.

Qaswald fclt an cmotion altogether extraordinary on arriving
in front of St. Peters. It was the first time that the work of
man had produced upon him the effect of one of the marvels of
nature. It is the only achievement of art upon the carth which
possesses tho same kind of grandeur which characterises the
immediato works of creation. Coriune cnjoyed the astonish.
ment of Oswald. I have chosen, said she to him, 2 day in
which the sun is sluung in all its cclat, to show you this magni-
ficant structure. I have in reserve for you a pleasure more
doep, more sncred—thut of contemplating it by the light of the
moon ; but it was necessory, first for you to be prescnt at the
most brilliant of our fetes, the genius of man decorated by the
ma&uiﬁcnnco of nature.

‘Che placo in front of St. Peter's is encircled by columns,
which appear light in the distance, but massive when near.
The ~arth, which makes n gradual nscent to the portico of the
chureh, adds atill more to the effect which it produces. An
obelisk of wighty fect in height. which appears insignificant in
presenco of the cupola of St. Peter’s, stands in the middie of the
place.  The simple form of obeliks itself, has something in it
which attracts tho imagination ; their summit loses itself in the
air, and seams, as it were, to carry up ‘o heaven a great thought
ot man. ‘This nunuwment, which came from Dgypt to urnamet
the baths of Caigule, and which Sextus V. afterwards caused to
be tranaported to the foot of the temple of St. Peter; this con.
temporary of s many ages, which have not been sble to waste
it away, inspires u sentiment of respect ; man feols himself so

transitory, that he is over touched with emotfon In presenco of
that whicn is unchangeable. At a little distance on each side
of the obelisk, rise up two fountains, whose waters perpetually
leap into tiiz air, and fall down i Juxurinnt cascades. This
murmur of waters, which we are accustomed to hear only in the
country, produces in this enclosure a sensation entircly new
but this scnsation is in harmony with that which is awakened by
the uspect of a majestic temple. .

Paintiog and sculpture, imitating most commonly the human
ﬁjguro, or some ubject oxisting in nature, reveal to our minds
wdens perfectly clear aud pusitive ; but a beautiful monument of
arclitecturo has not, su tu speak, any determinate expression ;
we are secized, in conlemplnting it,_with that kind of revery,
without any limit or object, which bzars away the thought to
such an infinite distanca. ‘The noiso of tho waters ~onitributes
still more to these impressions so vague and profound.

« Eternal movement and eternel reposo,”

arc thus brought to combina with each other. It is in this place,
above all others, that time hus no power ; it cannot dry up these
jetung fountamns, any more than it can shatter theso 1mmovable
stones. The waters wlich leap up hke a sheaf into the air, aro
so hght and so mist.tike, that n a fine day, the rays of the sun
produce little rainbows, formed of the most beautifui culors.

. Pauso here n moment, said Corinne to Oswald, as e alrendy
stood within the portico of the church ; pause before lifting aside
the curtain which covers the entrance of the temple.  Does not
your heart beat on approaching this .anctuary? Do you not
feel, at the moment of entering, all that can awaken the oxpec-
tation of a solemn e¢vent?  They advanced into the temple ; and
the impression which they received under these immense arches,
was so profound and so sacred, as to banish from their minds
every other thought. Every thing here commands silence ; the
least sound is echoed so far, that no words scem worthy of be.
ing thus repeated in an cdificc almost eternal! Prayer alone,
the nccent of misfortune, procecding from some fecbla woice,
sends its low sound through theso huge vaulis. And when,
u.der these immense domes, we hear an old man apnroaching
from afur, whose trembling steps lead him along over these
beautiful marbles, watered with so many tears, wo feel that man
is rendered more venerable by that very infirmity of his nature,
which subjects his divine spirit to so many sufferings, and that
christianity, the religion of grief, contains the true secret of the
sojourn of man upon the earth,
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