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THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS AMONG OUR
BOYS.

HE generous proportions of the subjoined list of

ïï donations from our boys would at all times cause

us to feel well pleased and extremely gratelul,

but it is a source of intense gratification to us

that wve are able to record ihis large increase in

our monthly liat of donations at this season of

the year. It tells of many young hearts catch.
ing the true spirit o! Christmas-the spirit that is

mas morn :'-On earthi peace. goorl.will to mnen." In that
spirit alone wvifl trtîe happiness find its strength ; and
wvell wve knotv with how much greater zest will Christmas
lic enjoyed by those of aur lads who are able to say: Il 1
could not do much, but I did wvhat 1 could, to help others,
even as 1 wvas helped."

\Vhat a lesson in Illove for others - lies in the mes-
sage which accompanies the Christmas greetings of three
little lads ai Novar, which will be found on another
page : I send you twenty-four cents to help other little
boys." IlThe twenty.five cents is a present to help
others.",

These are the iwords of children (children to whom a
"quarter " is riches), but who cani fail to sec in them the

spirit of that other message? And before the present
year closes may that spirit spread tintil il touches the
hcarts of ait our boys, fllling themn with a deep ycarning
to add something of the brightness and happiness o! their
own ]ives to the lives o! those wvhose piteous cry for help
rings day and night in the car o! the fricnd wvho lias
helped so many and who is ready, eager, anxious. wait-
ing toi lift up these, and who iiil lift them up if hie only
have the means.

The following donations have been received since our
last list was published:

Ashworth. George F., Si ; Acland, Arthur. Sio:
l3elicharnber, H-y., Si ; Baker. Abraham J., S1.78 ;
Bowles, jas. F., Si ; Bailey, Arthur. 25C; l3uckley, Art.,
Si Drewry, Wmn., St.5o ; Green, Wmn., $3.68; Gawtray,
Thos., $5.56; Gallaghcr, AIex. C., S8; H-oward. Wni.,
82 ; llibbert, Frank, St ; Holliday, Wmn ,.61.95; Humble.
John, Si ; I-IflI, Chas., $2 : Joynes, Jas., 61.30; Lan-
castle, Alb. H., S4.16,' Mercer. H-y., Si ; Martin, Chas.,
75c; Peters, Alfred C., Si ; l'ennycad, Alfred, 53; Piper,
Thos. W., $2; Rose. Edwin, 75c.; Reed, F'rank, 25c;
Recd, Sidney L, 25C; Rolfe, Thos, Si ; Sullivan, Geo.
NI., 5oc. ;Smith, Thos , Roc ; Southern, W. C., St ;
'rowvnson, Fred. G., St ; Tlodd. Art. H , Si ; 'rrewvin,
Chas., Si ;Venuss, W. R., 5oc; Wall, Fred. W., #5;
WVilliams, Alfred, $8.27; Wright, Thos., Si Watson,
John H., $1.75; Yel!, Wmn. D., St.

GENEROU.S HELP FOR IlUPS AND DOWNS."

SERY gratefully we acl<nowledge the receipt o! a

cheque (nr twenty.five dollars front Mr, Frank

E. Hs..dgins. of Toronto, contributed specially

towards the expenses of UPs ANS) DoWNs. This

is not by any means the first tume that Mr., Hodgins

has shown in a practical way bis interest and syni.

pathy iii our work, aud we warrnly appreciate bis
geucrasity in contributing occasionally ta aur funds,
and not less so the kindncss with which hie
bias sa often given us the benefit o! bis valuable
advice aud professional services in cases wvheu we have
hiad ta invoke the lawv in the interests of the work. His
present acceptable gift will cuable us to place our Christ-
nias Niumber in thc hands of many of our old boys
scattered about the country, who, although not regtilar
subscribers, will welcamc this littie reminder of aId days
and former fricuds, as wvell as others who will lie
interested in seeing what manner of people wve are and
what we have to say for ourselvcs.

ODF 286-
SHE test of tinie is a good anc the longer

tue tiîîîe the surer tlîe test, and ive
intini miat îiiis iast îîunîber ai '96
(atlioti,,i it is dateti Jan. '97) xvould

be an excellent oppartunity o! applyiîig tie
searciîing test ta, tiiose boys %viio liave lîad tes
years in îvbicl ta establislî for tiieniseives
repulatians, good, bad, or indifferent. As tie
boys of '86 pass in rcview before us- nc
tue records filed ii the Il Hanme" office are
vcry conîpreiiensive-xve feel, anîd are devoutly
tiiaiil<ftil liserefur, tliat truc inîpartiality cati
pronotince but one verdict on the restiit of the
ten years' efforts of tue lacis ivlîo ieft Engiand
xvitî citiier o! the parties of tliat year: "GOOD."

\,Ne are speakiing collectively. Tiiere arc a
few records wviicb casînot be nîarked otiier tlîas
indifferent, but tliese are a very smail nîinority,
and despite the strange reasoning of grand
juries and jotîrnalistie social reforniers, wc
unhlesitatssîgiy deciare tiîat Canada lias derived
great besuefit fromîî tue presence xvtlin lier
borders of aur stalxvart fricîîds of '86. \Ve
cannot attenîpt iii one issue ta deai isidividually
xvîtl the careers of ail tiiose xvlio have noaw
conîpleted ten years' residence iii Caniada, but
a glance at the records of and letters recently
received froin tweîîty-flvc or titrty xvlio fairly
represent the average, will give aur readiers a
tune idea of the progress tlîat lias been andl is
bcing miade by tiiose wvlo formed the tvo
parties of 1886.

W'e start xveil xvith Johnt Atnderson, wviî
arrivedi lîcre %vlien ii, and reiiained until tlîis
year in the otie situation at Clarksburg. No
fnrtiier evidence tiani thîis is reqtîired of the
gaod opinion fornîed of Jolin by tiiose best
qtualified ta judge. Our iriend accunîiated a
sulistauîtial balance at the bank, and liov lie is
tising luis weIi-eariied weaitli is slîown iii a letter
wviiclî we recently received fronu Portland,
Oregon, U.S., wvlitiîer aur friend saxv fit ta
huigrate about twa nionthîs ago.

1As 1 arn starting business on my own accolnt as a
partner in a grocery store, 1 arn obliged ta scnd for the
remainder o! my 111oneY, 8St 13."
We xvisii John every success in lus venture.
H-e has the *qualities wilîi make for success ail
the worid aver.

We bave more tlîan onîce lîad sometiîing ta,
say of Arthîur E. Acland, but siotxitlbstanding
titis, we cannat pass hii by on this occasion

xvithout mentioning that flot a littie of the
prestige of the '86 contingent is due to this
faithful friend.

Thomas Burns is now a man Of 28. He has
alvays been rated Ilflrst-ciass,". and vears ago
xve heard of bini earning Wî a month, Il ail!
found." He called at tHe Home recently, and
we were pleased but flot surprised to hear lie is
getting on welI."

The very flrst report of James Clayton,
received froni bis employer, deciared James to
be

.truthful sud honest in every respect, a truly good
boy.'

This excellent beginning bias been weil main-
tained, and a year ago xve beard of James as
a very capable jourficymant blacksmith, steady
and upriglit in aIl lus dealings.

iiliami Bircb points wvitlî pride to the
silver inedal wbicb lus faithful. service and good
condtct sectired bim several years back. He
is weli and favourably know.n in Parry Sound
wlîere for a number o! years lie lias followed
the trade of baker, in wliich, we understand, lie
is quite an adept.

\Ve have a letter fronii joseph R. Eaves,
wvlose portrait appeared in a previous number.
juse:ps wile Ironut Paiînerston ana sends
Chîristmas and Newv-Year greetings to ail his
old friends. \Ve are sorry to bear the past year
lias tiot been free frorn troub)le for aur friend,
but sincereiy trust the horizon xviii soion clear.
In fact, joseph aiready sees briglîter prospects
alîead. He says:

I am wvorking on the farm again, and I thisk il is
tihe best piace/for a isun Io work. "

As otir correspondent lias biad ten years'
experience and1 is a inan o! 27, bis opinion
should be taken into earnest consideration by
any of our yauniger friends, wvho are at times
inclined ta tlîink Il easier timies " and Il more
rnoney"I are to be liad off tbe farni tban on it.

Frederick Hammond started as a youngster
o! 12, under the care of a kind oid couple at
Farmersvilie, xvîti wviin lie reinained for
nearly five years, securing the bronze and
silver good-condtuct and long-service medals.
In J891 lie moved toi Atiiens, and is tiiere still,
enjaying the good opinion of ail xvbo know hlm,
and exercising a brotiierly %watciîfuiness over a
sister sanie years youinger thati himiseil,

The early reports of ten years ago, xvhen
Frederick Hiidyard %vas only eleveti old, beld
out a promise of a inost successful future for
aur friend, aîîd the promise is being nobly fui-
filled. Frederick continued lus persevering
efforts in Ontaria until 1892, wlien, acting on
the advice a! Mr. Oven, lie niigrated ta the
Nartlî-\'est, wvlence w *e frequetitly lîear from
hlm, ail! ls letters expressing the greatest satis-
faction xvith the new Province, lus pragress
and bis prospects.

After several years of steady application on
the larmi at Paigrave, Chiarles Godfrey, now
21, is taking an educatiouai course at the
\Vestau Higli Sclîool, witiî a viexv ta, qualifying
hinself for the position of teaclier ; and lie lias
our very earnest xvislies for lus success.
Chiarles recently paid us a visit and enriclîed
lus library by a large selection from the
"Penny Poets."

**

Frank J-ibbert is stili at Badjeros, xvhere lie
lias been over tiîree years, and is earning
Ilgood wages," as lie informed us recently
wlîen xvriting ta remîew his subscription ta Ut's


