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ORIGINAL ARTICLES.

MALARIA AS THE CAUSE OF DISEASE.

AN ADDRESS BEEORE UHE ONTARIO MEDICAL ABSUCIATION,
VY Dt MULLEN, HAMILTON.

PROPQSE 1o refor to malaria and enquire

how far its influence is observed (as a ¢ause of
disease) in this Province.  In doing this T am
not prepared through enquiries in diffeveni paits
to present information showing the prevalence of
malarial influence tuoughout the Provibee, but
shall only attempt to show to what extent its influ
ence has been obseryad inmy own locality, leaving
to others o present tu the Association the results
of their observations on the eatent of its influence
in other places. 1t has been said of life that
“what it is we know not, what it does we know
well.”  Of madaria it has appeared to me that we
do not know cither whatit is ur very accurately what
it does; perhaps, how-ver, some sdientist will el
us the special:germ to shich itis due, and give usits
life history, and somcone may be able to show that
the potent influences of malariz can be seen in
cases wheie, as yet, T have not been able to detect
them. T do not speak of malaria in the literal
meaning of this word: for 1o speak-of the discase:
producing influences of bad air would' offer too
wide a field for discussion in our limited time and
it might also encroach on the sphere of the public
health committees or that of the Provincial Sani-
tary Board. 1 shali refer-only to the influcnce of
that miasma which is probably best known as the
cause of ague.  While with us it s mainly known
through the agac whidk is more ot less prevalent in
the warmer part of the year in many localities of
Ontatio, it would: scem that in some places it is
better or commonly hiown. througli other cffects
which have been atzributed to its influence. A

Lidy the other day in course of conversation re-
ferred to a friecnd who was subject (o occasional
attacks of headache and indigestion ; she said that
in her foimer tesidence in one of the western: Stales,
they had 5o much walaria that it still lingered in
her system and sometimes cropped out in this way,
Some time ago' 1 had a patient who had lived in
Chicagu and she brought .away 50 much of the
maluia that prevailed there that she felt the almost
coulistant necessity of a quinine misture o meet
the symptoms. O course it may be saicd that
these are the ideas of the laity, but in their expres-
siuns we genetally have a pretty tuthful ieflex of
the opinions which have Leen given by the medi-
cal men whom they have consulted.  Several years
ago @ minister of the Gospel; vesideat in New York,
gave me an account of the symptoms in his casc,
which were attributed to malaria.  1le had been
dosed with quinine almost to the extent of the for-
bearance of the human body, by a prominent
neuropathic physician, who also applied the gal-
vanic current for the relief of the rcrvous symp-
toms, but withouteffect. My friend left that malari-

4y inflicted dty, and visiting o part of this Pro-

vince Lo the cast of To-unto, consulted his old
family physician, who knew nothing ai all of
malaria, for it had not at that date infected that
region , from him he received .ome blue pill
and colocinth and some medicuics o icmedy
certain functional derangements shown by the
uring, and-the malarial poisoning passed.away. I
do not doubt that the continued 1esidence in
malarious  district excruises ‘prejudical influcnces
upon the bealth ; such influcnces were noted by the
first ‘writer on the Practice of Medicine I cever
read, Sir Thos. Wat.on. He says that in England




