
328 The Canada Lancet.

amounting to a revolution took place, and the name of the illus-
trions Frenchman, Ambrose Pare stands ul in bold r nef, .ds Lhe
monument of a new era. Pare revived the use of the ligature, in
the face of tremendous opposition, but, as fire irms wcre then iiscd
in var, and, as a consequencC, aniutations had to bc frcquently
resorted to, the great surgeon triuiphed. He had truth on his
side , and sooner or later truth must prevail. I may remark mci
dentally, that Pare was only saved froi the massacre of St. Bar-
tholonew by the personal exertions of the cruel monarch who per-
mitted that horrid buticry of the best and nobcest of his subjects.

As a consequence of anatonmical study, the circulation of the
blood swas discovered by the immortal Harvey, in x6ig. This wvas,
doubtless, the greatest discovery of the age , and, if we, as Britons,
point proudly to that great nante, our prde is surely laudable.

Towards the close of the 17th century, Chaniberlin so much
improved the obstetric forceps, that lie is almost entitled to the
credit of their ivention. Previous to his time, all the forceps that
we have any account of, werc josned by a fixed hnge.-If it is
sometunes cxceedingly difficult to apply the suparated blades, what
must it have been to apply them united ?

The great discovery of the value of vaccination by Jenner in
1775, has been the means of saving thousands, aye milions of lives,
and of preventsug an imconceivable amount of hunan suffrimg,
and the discovcries of his great Scotch cotemporary, Ilunter, are
suflicient to mark the close of the r8th century as an cera of great
mental activity and achievement.

It wilt bc remarkcd that t have dmwun more upon the depart-
ment of surgery than medicie for illustrations, the reauon is ob-
vious. Surgery sas much carter guided by an approach to fLxed
prirciples than niedicine, ndeed it is not untlî after the discovery
of the circulation of the blood in i6i9 that anythng tke definmte
principles were estabîished. Prcvously physicians kept iheir mdi.
vidual pnnciples,-if they had any -and tleir remedics, and modes
of treatment to thenselves. It is truc therec were the theories of
the lumoralists and Solidists, the Mcthodists and Eclectics, and of
those who classified discase as either stheju or asthenic, this being
the nearest approach to prnciples, and certainly simpliied diag-
nosis and treatment. A disease bemng referred to its class was in-
variably treated in the first, or sthenic class, by depressants, in the


