Wh EDETORIAT DEPARIMENT

mony in considerable quantity tound inat. He B msuped har bile for
£13,000, and recovered the amownt at her Jdeath. e reperted leg
disease to have been cholers, but although she had had repeated vomit-
;nos, her bowels were costive thronghout.  From cxpressions shie had
nsedd, it was surmised that she, from the deaths of four ot hey ehildren,
feared the safety of the only survivor.  Lle propused to ins.ve the hife
ofa Mr. Bate for a large suin, but was torled, nud My Bosull bves. And
lastly, he was convicted of forgery. A bill of exchanze for £2,000 bhore
his mother’s acceptance ; she denicd the hand-writing, and he confess-
od it was that of his late wife.

1n reference to the cause of death, alarge number of medical witnesses
were examined.  Among those for the prosecution were Sir B. Brodie,
Mr. Curling, Drs. Tadd, Selly, Chustison, Taylor and Reese 5 for the de-
fence, Drs. Nunnelly, Herapath, Letheby, Rozers ¢iny, Wrightinan,
and Mr. Partridge. 'The charge was, that death had been caused by
strychmia, and this was attempted to Le rebutted by the plea of tetanus,
e history of the case s certaunly in tavor of the first.  “Uhe only jos-
sible form of tetarus was the idiopathic. This, however, i< by no means
common ;3 Mr. Curling of London, in 22 years’ experience, had never scen
wn instanes.  {ts symptoms are of a contimued type,and it never attacks
onc day to leave the paticnt the next, and retarn the third, as in the
above cuse. 1tis preceded by premonitory symptems of 12 or 24 hours’
duration; these are stiffuess of neck, paun about ensiform cartilage, and
such as were not experienced by Ceoke. It never oceurs suddctﬁy, nor
does it set 1 violently, contrasting therein stronely with the above ill-
ness which happened to one previously in health, sct in immediately,
after using medicing, and rapuldly became extreme.  Its symptoms are
araveseent, from 2 lutent cause, and not, as in this case, intermittent,
aud repr. Jueible by substances imtentionally swallowed, [t is never
us).wrgd in nor accompouizd by nausea, vomiting, tlatulence, and marks
of indigestion, as was the abuve case. It s constantly evidenced by
certain characteristic symptoms, such as locking of the jaws, and a pecu-
tiar expression of the countenance, (painful snule ), which were absent.
It af.{ects the muscles of the neck and trunk more than the extremities,
but in the above case this order wasreversed. It has never been known
to have produced such violent contractions of the hands, nor twisting of
the feet as did oceur. It i§ not induced by irritation, drink, excitement
nnd. expost.te to damp, which were the only exciting causes Cooke was
s?lb]ectm.l to. Nor is it favored by antecedent syphilis nor mercurializa-
tion, wlugh were the only predisponents alleged to have left their influ-
ence on his system. Its duration is very much longer than that which
did happen, acute cases end in five days, chronic in nineteen days



