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vanced. It is not surrounded by any redness or vascularity, and the
transition to healthy brain structure is nbrupt. Rokitansky advances
very strong objections against Ihe view which refers the causation of
yeliow softening to te i nflammatory process. Wliic disagrecing wilh
Freny's opinion that it is a regular putrefactive process going on in the
brain, he believes that this observe.'s views of the changes whicih occur
iii thc chemical constituents of nerve substance during putrefiction,

have given a direction to future investin-ation which is full of promise."
Fremy considers the brain to consist of " cerebiric acid, cither free or
Coibiied with soda and phos1 hale of lime, of vlenl piospioric acid, frue
and In cominbination witi soda, of oluin and mrgarn, of small qjuantities
of oleic and iiinrgaric acid-, of cholesterint, water, and a substance like
whitc of gg, in lic proportion of 7 pirfs of albuien, 5 of fatty matter,
and 80 of wnater. The'olo-phosphoric acid, which, ike the olhin, is
usuailly yello.w, is very easily acited on, and separates readily undier slight
iiilliences iito phosplioric neid and olein. Thus it decomposes an
ordinary temperatiure- wein il cones into contact vith vater ; and de-
coimposing animai imiatters give rise to a similar change ii il. Now,
whnt first uccurs in putrufactioi of tic brain is this dlecomnposition ofthe
u:leo-phosphric acid. Eiif tho pri cess does not stop ere ; for fli n!ibu-
niions inatter also deomposing. suts np a furtiher decomposition il te
'jein, ami geiuine sap'mfient ion is lle result-a conversion into oleic

acid, and a coibination offliat acid witi aninionia. Fremuy thiinks thiat
this is ftle process wlicb goes on in soflening of the braii-tlat it is, in
1:e0, a genuinie piîtrefuction of f lie briain. Althlough I cannot discover
any of tle phenieia of putrefhctioi in the process of yellow s'ofienîing,
yet the liberatioi f au aci-th11 phosphoric, andi> especially on1e or nore
of1i Ile fatty acids-niay he conjectured to be one of flie inost important
pieitornena in yellow soflTig. The ciictiure is supp >rted by tle
very decided ncid reactioji of the fluid contained in bhe sofleî'ed spot."
(Op. cit. p. 3 19.) Su mucli, fli , for this newly observed condition of
yellow softeninig. And now, ?ous revenons a nios mutons. IIlmillegia

with relaxed muscles nay occur vithout loss of conscioulsiss, or witi
more or ]ess of coma. The former is fle resuilt of a sudden rupture of
the softened brainî fibres, with or withouit ruptured bloodi vesseis and con-
seqiuent clut ; wien a clot exists, it is too snall to exercist pressure Oin
the neighhoring parts. 'lie latter 1, aiso lite result of softcnîing and rîîp-
ture with or without clot. Wlieii a clot is present, it iuîst bu of irge
size, or in sutcli sitnation as to cause pressuîre on important aid central
pmits of the- brain. When a clot is nt psentf fite cuma is caiSud bY
fthe, sýre:ît ei.xt. 't -f th filnn ' Ti th p iî-I ou-nt f 1i1s la of lt.


