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vanced. [t is not surrounded by any redness or vascularity, and the
tmnsition te healthy brain structure is abrupt.  Rokitansky advances
very strong objections agninst the view which refers the causation of
yeliow softening to the inflammatory process.  Whiie disagreeing with
Fremy’s opinion that it 1s a regular putrefactive process going on in the
brain, he believes that this observe.’s views of the changes which occur
in the chemical constituents of nerve snbstance during putrefaction,
“ have given a direction to future investigation which is full of promise.”
Fremy considers the brain to consist of “ccrebric acid, ecither {ree or
combined with soda and phosphate of ime, of oleo phosphorie aeid, free
and m combination with suda, of olein and margann, of small quantitics
of uleic and margaric acids, of cholestering, water, and a substance like
white of egg, in the proportion of 7 parts of albumen, 5 of fatty matters,
and 80 of water. The olco-phosphoric acid, which, like the olein, is
usually ycllow, is very casily acted on, and separates readily nnder slight
inflnences into phosphoric acid and olein.  Thus it decomposes at an
ordinary temperature when it comes into contact with water ; and de-
composing animal matters give rise to a similar change in it.  Now,
what first oceurs in putrefaction of the brain is this decomposition of the
uleo-phosphiorie acid. But the process does not stop here ; for the albu-
mitous matter also decomposing. sets vp a further decomposition m the
oleiu, and geonine saponifieation is the result—a conversion into oleic
acid, and a combinadtion of that acid with ammonia.  TFremy thiuks that
this is the process which goes on in softening of the brain—that it i, in
ety a genuine puatrefaction of the bruin. Althongh T cannot discover
any of the phenomena of putrefretion in the process of yellow softening,
yet the liberation of an acid—the phosphorie, and espeeially one or more
of the fatty acids—may he cunjectured to e one of the most important
phenomena in yellow suftening. The cenjecture is supp rted by the
very decided neid reaction of the flnd contained in the sofiened spol.”
(O cit. .319.) S much, then, fur this newly vbserved condition of
vellow softening.  And now, wous revenons a snos nwutons. Iemiplegia
with relaxed muscles may vceur without loss of consciousness, or with
more or less of coma.  The former 1s the resnlt of a sudden rupture of
tho softened brain fibres, with or without ruptured blood vessels and eon-
sequent elot 5 when o clot exists, it 1s too small to exereisc pressure on
the neighboring parts.  The latter is also the result of softening and -
ture with or without clot.  When a clot is present, it must be of Jarge
size, or in snch situation as to cause pressure on important and central
pmts of the brain. When a elot is not present the coma js eaused by
the great exteat of the «oftenme. T the freatment of this elase of hes



