
;u.x ~ N ~ NO BicLio(.a x iiiiC ~ i. \'>T1( U..

or mor- of t hi î, aie combined toe-!ìwr. T. divisi then is nierelv
that witliwh .e nr' ahrdy ae'ainid, is adote Iy Lee and
C hurclil!. It exelndes, bærer, n- aion of the uiterine
appendlagcs, which occupi, s a rrt it iii the latt-r, and is ren-
lered peculiar b Ihe ruoitioun oi n,.ts mto three species: endo-me-

tritis, exo-imietritis, and mietrtis pro¡,r, accord in;r as the insi le or outside,
or entire thickte>s of the uterus is inflamied. Thcsc inaflmmiiiations abo' c
expressed are presmin-.ei to blc the forerainners and ciii -s or the fet-er.
Dr. Meigs ducs uot expres.mv penlkiar L2:e1 ofi th ældin iluin itioni.
so that we presuîuJ lie tak2s it to h.c the connon. He, is, ns he would
style it, a cis liminoralist, ani scurns tie thieory of bloo I contamination
promulgated by Dr. Fergnsson and his successors. Ie calls Dr. F.'s
book " a gospel-bock on the subject, and mentions it as " the crack
English work," but lie condemnus it as - the mosi i:sleadinzanid wcakest
book" out of Philadelphia! In admitting tie unnatural plasticity of the
blood durinàg pregnancy, and the liablity i women so circamrstanced to
become febrile, he, nevertheless, considcrs it can have no connection with
the occurrenceof any of the proximîsate causes ofchildbed fevers, firther,
perhaps, than rermotely predisposing to theirinception. He secns tolose
all sight of the possible reception of a muorbid poison into the circulating
flnid, and a conseluent vitiation of the entire systenm in the nutrition of
its organie componenîts and the performance of their essential functions.
l tonehing upon the subject of contaginaess, alter quotations from
varjous dictionarie', the lo ngest of whiclh is une fromn W ebster ! lie ob-
serves-' I rest deeply couvrced that the fever does not take the iii-
tiative except in very rare instances ; but, on the contrary, tlat an area
of inflamination being first establisled, the reactions ensue tlhcrenpan,
and I beg you to observc that in all the truly contagions disorders the
constitutional affection leads the train, and brings on the topical lesions
after an indispensable prelimîinary incubation." This is rather circujitous
and indirect. There is no direct asseveration or denial of tic fact of
contagion; the decision of which bears strongly on the symîptomatie
view of these fevers which Meigs claims. Dr. M. takes up a new po-
sition and stands firmly un it, thus:-If childbed fover be contagious,
'1Why should it attack ic pregnant or in lying woman alone ?" and
thus parodies poor Shylock :-" Is such a creature not a woman still ?-
hath she not liauds, organs, dimensions, appetite, &c.? •
-if you prick lier, will she not bleed ?-if you tielie lier, doth she not
laughi, &c. ?" No one cai withstand suchi conviction ; as for us we find
ourselves lost in arnazcmet, and wonder why no one lias never antici-
pated Dr. il. iin s,îch a viCw. But seriously, it des appear strange lie
>hould have overuoked thiat a speetlic Înteral cause is absolitely neCus-


