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this inost excellent science being no less than the wvide and al-
rnost bouudless fild of sensible nature, the science itself must
needs be exceeding great and important, of which I shall pro-
ceed to give a short but compreliensive sketch.

Natural philosophy niay be properly divided into four parts.
(1.) Sornatology, which studios the nature of matter in generai,
and its properties, accidents and -varions modifications in al
naturai bodies. (12.) Uranology, wvhich treatetli on the consti-
tution of the hieavens. su, Mon, platnets, &c. (3.) Aerology,
which treats of the nature of the atmnosphere, and the varlous
moteors t.hereof. (4ý.) Geoiogy, a, knowlIedge of the enrth and
sea, withi ail their varions productions.

SoMÂtxOLoGy is the doctrine of naturai bodies, and considers
the original and essential properties of matter of which they arc
varionsly composed. Matter is that which we generally caUl the
substance of things, or that of whiell ail things do consist, uuder
diflierent forins and modes. The properties of inatter or body
are tw-od-l)Essentia-l and commionly to ail bodies. (2.)
Specific, and accidentai, -%h.ichl happeîi to bodies, net nccessarily
J'rom the nature of mnatter, but casuahly and conmparitively only.
The essentiai propcrties of ail bodies or matter arc thnese: (1.)
extension, for ail mnaLter is cxtended; (2.) solidity, for cvery
particle of matter is inipenetrable; (3.) divisibility, for ail m5±t-
ter nmay bc divided info stili lesser parts; (4.) mrobility, for al
bodies are capable of -motion; (5.) figurabiity, ail bodies ha-v-
isig sonie forin or figure; (6.) gr.avity, for ail bodies have some
w eght; (7.) mensurabifity, for al bodies have sonie dimensions;
(S.) inactivity, for ne miatter can act or move of itself; (9.)
wibieLy, for ail bodies occupy sonie place; (10.) durability, for
no part of niatter eauM be annihiiated.

Extension is the quanitity of bulk or size into wvhichi the par
ticles of natter are disposed or extended, for there is no body
whicl bas iiot Icngth, breadth and thickness, wluich muake ivhat
ive cali thme extension of bodies

Solidity is thiat property of body webyit e-xcludcs ail others
out of the place which it posscsseili, for no two bodies cami pos-
sibly be in one and the saine place at the saine tinme. Hence tht'.
matter of the softcst bodies is cqually solid -with that of time
liardlest; tbus, a cubie inch of water -%vill no more than a cubic


