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of mathematics ; togother with the whole array of ologies which
the multitades of seientists have ever discovered or invented.
Seriously, the frightful number of branches which are erowided
into some of vitr schuols eruwd all real education out. While
the poor teaclior is worked almost to death, the pupils generally,
though they undertake so much, accomplish very littlo; and
eventually leave school deplorably deficient in the branches of
education nesessavy to qualify them for the practical dutics of
carnest life.  Such are many of our best miscelluncous schools,
located in the more populous and Hourishing settlements.

But there are other places—uot a fow—where tho people
are not so aspiring. The acme of their ambition is to secure
the services of ** a third class femalo teacher.”  In theso places
the peoplo have no thought of paying any part of the teacher’s
salary dircctly out of their own pockets. Thuy provide a few
dollars to keep the school-bouse and furniture, such as they aro,
in repair, and to procuroe a little fuel ; but they depend upon the
liberal provision mado by the Government, in County and Pro-
vincial funds, for the payment of the salary. To such an ex-
tent has this contemptible ** cheese-paring ** policy been carried,
in some secctions, that the trustees, after paying their teacher,
out af the public funds, have a balance left. In such substi-
tutes for schools how can thoe pupils be educated ?  The teachers
themselves can lay no just claim to attainments higher than the
lowest rudiments of .cducation, and are generally quite inex-
pericaced in teaching. They may, and often do, exact tho
most scrupulous accuracy from their pupils in reciting lessons
from text books. Even in history the poor little people are not
exempted from this miscrable sluvery ; but must render the pre-
scribed task verbatim. This and u terrible constraint, oppres-
sive as a nightmare, and miscalled order, constitute, in the esti-
mation of these teachers, the great excellenco of the work, Of
demonstration, illustration and clucidation, of the cducating or
developing process, they know little and practice less.  When,
Olt! when, will parents awaken to a full sense of their respon-
sibility to God, for the proper training of their children? If a
father havo an old watch, worth $£.00, to put in order, he will
treat it immeasurably better than he does his little child, whom
he sends to such a school.  Yes, that old watch bas delicate
machinery, and no hand but that of & master must touch it ; but
the exquisitely delicate machinery of that little onc’s immortal
mind may be entrusted to a novice—{to any one who works at a
cheap rale.

Before closing my remarks on the unsatisfactory state of our
Public Schools, permit me to offer a word or two upon the fre-
quent chunge of teachers, so prevalent in country schools. It
is larzely owing to this cause that so few, on leaving school, are
qualified for the places which they must occupy in the various
industrial departments of life. i

With a change of teachers comes a chango of school manage-
ment, and a change of system of teaching. A teacher of rare
excellence is often succceded by one who knows little, and, it
may be, cares less about teaching ; his principal object being to
obtain a few dollars to epable him to go another term to col-
lege, or as an addition to a capital, with which to start in some
other occupation. OFf the hundreds of young men who to-day
occupy teacher’s desks in ¥ wa Scotia, how many intend to
make teaching a life wank ?  dow wany intead to teach even
five years? I venture to affirm that not onc-fourth bave any
such intention or desire. At least three-fourths aim at the
“ ministry,” or some other profession, and are only making the
public schools convenient stepping stoues to cnable them to
“ pass along.” Though many of theso young aspirants to the
pulpit or the bar may lack all the most essential qualifications
for teaching, yet personal friends and relatives are ever ready
to lend them a helping band, and hoist them into schools, even
aver the heads of able professional teachegs. By alternately
teaching and studying a few years, the desived goal, or rathes
starting post will be gained, and then adieu to schools forever,
unless indeed Inspectorships, or some other offices in the Edu-
cational Department, can be secured.

I would not be unnceessarily severe with a very worthy class
of young men; but I respeetfully submit to the Council of
Public Instruction, 7. e., tho Executive Government of Nova
Scotia, that this country has advanced beyond the necessity, or
cven desirability of having student-teachersin the public schools.
For what purpose, may I ask, is our exccllent Normal College ?
To what purpose do so many teachers attend its sessions year
after year, at no little personal expense and inconvenience, if

thoy ave to bo crowded out of their choson fields of labor?
Every spring, a littlo before the commencement of the summer
term, a lost of students como forth from colloge, hangry for
schools, or rather, in most cases, for the salavies which the
schools afford ; for T am persuaded that if they could make as
wuch money at any other employment, equally light and re-
spectable, four fifths of them would eschew teaching in toto.
lgut what is to ba done? How can theso young students be
debarred from teaching, after they have pussed successful ex-
aminations and cbtained Veanso? This question, Mr, Editor,
hlas already been answered in your colwmns, but I hero ropeat
them :—

1. Let no one be eligible for a school license who has not at-
tended the Institution at Truro for at least ono term, and who
will not give a definite pledge to teach at leaet for five conseou-
tive years,

1. If a teacher vacato the school-room six months to engago
in any other employment, except by pornission, let his licenso
bo revoked. Of course the permission should bo contingent
upon the necessity of the applicant, and not upon his mere con-
venience. If any one prefer other employment because of higher
remuneration, Iet him go into it, or at least stay out of the
schools. If ho wish to go to collego to study for another pro-
fession, lot him not be allowed to make the public schools sub-
servient to his ulterior purposes.

The pressing necessity for more—many more—graded
schools next claims a few closing remarks.  Lrustees and other
interested parties may boast as long and as loudly as they
please, of the superior excellence of schools with fifty or sixty
pupils of ages so various, and in studies so abundant, under on
teacher; every thorough -educator knows the hollowness and
absurdity of such boasting. T will not cccupy your space and
your readers’ time ‘in here discussing the necessity of graded
schools, of two and three departments, in all the more populous
sections; every one knows, or ought to know, tliat. both time
and money would be saved by the arrangement. But how ob-
tain so many schools of this class? Simply enough. Let Pro-
vincial aid be disallowed by Act of Parliantent to every school
in which there arc not two departments for a finimum of forty,
and a mazimum of sixty pupils; and three departments for
over sisty pupils, This woultf awaken the people, if not to a
sense of their duty, at least to the doing of it; and in a short
timo the sense would comes
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We have received the above named work recently issued by
the Hon. . Chauveau, formerly Minister of Publie Instruction
for the Province of Quebee. The volume receive., is a history
of the establishment and progress’ of public instruction in the
Provinces of Canada, and also of Newfoundland, The author
has evidently cexpended much time and labor on his valuable
work, which certainly affords a very large amount of important
information on the educational movements in the several Provin-
ces of the Dominion. The work is in French, aud persons familiar
with that lanzuage speak in terms of high gomnendation of its
style and gencrafcharactcr.. M. Chauveau’ position as Minister
of public instruction identified him with the education work
of Quebec, and to a certain extenf with the cducational
cfforts in the other provinces, and hence his work may be ac-
cepted as reliable on the subject of which he writes; and as he
has collected with much lab .r such a large amount of most valu-
able information, and as the present issue must be restricted to
those speaking French, we might suggest the desirableness of an
English edition, as likely to make the work of M. Chauveau
increasingly useful.

Tugr Dalhousie Gazelte, avd the Acadian Atheneum, for Febru-
ary, are received. We congratulate the editors of these papers
on their continued success, and in giving increased interest to
their work, Certainly there is no relaxing of the intellectual
vigor with which these excellent periodicals have been con-
ducted. By the former students and friends of the colleges
especially, their papers are read with an increasing interest, and
they no doubt are doing much to stimulate a love for collegiate
education in our province.



