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ON A LARVA OF MORDELLA.

BV V. T. CHAÏMIERS, COVIMOTON, KY.

In previous numbers of the CAN. lENT. (VOIS. ix, P. 232, and viii, 1).
137) 1 have given an account of a singular larva found in thorns of
G/editsckia triacautios or Ifoney Iocust. 1 -have neyer succeeded in
rearing the imago fromi the larvie found in the thorns, but the same larva
-or one that 1 have not been able ta distinguish from it-lives also in
the pith of the Iliron wveed (Veronia) and also in that of the Ilhoc
weed " or Ilhorse weed," Amibrosia tr&Ida; and in the pith of these
stenms is also found a Lepidopterous larva which 1 have flot been able ta
reat ta the imiago state, but wvhich does flot seem ta differ frani that of
Laver;;a g/ediisclzoella found in the thorns. Both larve, therefore, or
Iarvoe not yet distinguished from theni, inhabit the thorns of the Honey
Locust, the Iran Weed and the Florse Wleed. 1 have bred the Lepidop-
terous Iarva froin the thorns; it is that of ]iaverna glediscliSeella Cham.,
but I hiaie flot bred the '4curiaus larva " from them. I have bred the
"Icuriaus larva " fromn the Iron \Veed, but flot from the thorns on the
Amlbr-osia. It proves ta be the larva of a beetie allied ta Morde/la, if it
does not, as I think it does, belong ta that genus. I send a bred speci-
men herewith; it is, I think, a common species. Please give me its narne.

Fromi the fact that it feeds in the sanie stenms with the Laverzoe larvoe,
I thoughit it probable that the Morde/la larva fed upon that of the Laverna,
or upcon somne of the other larvoe found in the thorns of Gledi/schia ; but
it is more probable that the fact siînply is that the pith of these plants
affords food ta all of the ýýpecies.

1 have seen the Mor-det/a larva eating its way tbrough the pith, or
rather cutting its wvay with its inandibles, for 1 neyer sawv it swallow any of
the pi, nor have I found any of it in the larval intestine. It may there-
fore be I)arasitic on the Laverna larva, in the sense that it eats the Laz'erna
where it nieets it in the stemn. But it nmust be capable of feeding and
growing, for a îongy time w'ithout meeting the Lepidopterous larva, for it is
frequently found in.stenis and thorns in w'hich no other larvoe have been
seen.

Besides the Laverna and Morde/la larve, many others also-of other
genera and orders-feed in the Gi'dit-chia thorns, as I have already stated
in the papers before referred ta. TIius in these thorns I have found a
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