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SKETCII OF THE HISTORY AND PRINCIPLES OF THE
NAVIGATION LAWS.
[coxTivuED.)

(From M-Culloel’s Commercial Dictionary.)

Another new rezulation 13 of such obvians nud unquesuonable utility,
that it is surpriving it was not long ngo adopted. By the old law, all
a.ruclcs, the produce of Asin, Africa and America, couhl'only be imported
diccetly in n British ship from the place of their production. Tius law
hadbecn repealed in so far as respected the United States, whose ships
were nll.owc‘xl to import their produce dircetly into this country ; but it
was maintained with respect to Asia, Africa and South Americn.  And
hence, alhough n Britizh ship happened to find, in South American,
African, or Asiatic ports, articles, the producc of oue or moare of the other
qnarters of the globe suitable for our markets, and which it might have
hgcp extremely _nd\ amtageous for lier to complete her eargo, she was pro-
hibiied from taking thear on board, onder penalty of forfeitnre and eonfis-
cation, not only of the goods, butalso of the ship. ‘Fhis regulation has
beqn repealed 5 and it is now Inwful for Britich ships to take on bourd all
articles, the importation of which is not prohubited, on meeting with them
in any Asiatic, Afric n,or American port.  Lord Walloce onginally in-
tondeq to cx}end the prinaiple 1o European porig, or to make it luwful
fon: British ships to import all non-probibited articles from twherever they
might find them, But it was supposed by some, that foreign ships might
be wnore cheaply navigated than ours; nnd that foreizners, takanyg udvan-
tage of this circumstance, would mnport the Asiatic, African, and Awmeri.
can products required for our consumiption o the consigaous continen-
tal ports, and would consequently restrict the cmployment of British
ships in the carringe thence.  We believe that these apprehensions were,
in a great measure, visionary.  But the law 1s so contrived us to avoul
even the possibility of danger on this liead ; such of the products of Asia,
Africa, and Awicrica, as nue required for home consumptiom, bemnz, with
a few trifling excpplions, inadmisaible from Burope ; and only admissable
when they are imported in British ships, or in ships of the country or
place of which the goods are the produce, and from which they are
brought. The only exceptions to this rule are articles frum Asianc and
African Turkey imjported from the Levant, and bollon.

Besides the _restrictive regulations aiready alluled to, it had beena
part of our policy to encourage the employmeut of our shipping, by im-
posing higher duties on commodities imported into oar harbours in
foreign vessels, than were imposed on them when iunported 10 Brinsh
vessels; and it had always been customary to charge foreign vessels
with higher port aud light-house duties, &c.  This system was alwaya
loudly complained of by forcigners ; but we had hitle difficulty in main-
taitung it sv.Jong as the sinte of our wanufactures enubled us to diaregard
the retalintory mcasures of other powers. But the extraordinary increase
that took place since the commencement of the Jate war, in our manufuc-
tures for foreign consumption, and the necessity under which we were, in
consequence placed, of conciliating our customers abroad, led to the adap.
tion of the reciprecrty system. ‘I'lns system was first mtroduced with
the United States. After the North American colomes had succeeded
in cstablishing their Independence, they set about framing a code of na-
vigation laws on !hc'lnodel of those of this country.  Atnong other regu-
lations of a restrictive character, it was enacted, that ali forciun vessels
trading to the United States shoutld pay haif a dollar, which was after-
wards raised to a dollar, per ton duty, beyond what was pad by Ameri-
can ships ; and further, that goods imported in foreign vesscls should pay
a duty of 10 percent. over and above what was payable on the same des-
cription of goods imported in American vessels.

The law was avowedly directed agunst the navigation of Great
Bruain; though a3 it was bottomed on the very same principles as our
navigation laws, we could nt openly complain of its « peration.  "nder
these circumsiances it would have been sound policy to have at onee pro-
posed an accommodation ; and ins'endd of attempting to mect retatintion
by retaliation, 1o have oflzied 1o modisy our navigation law. i so far as
Amcrican sluppins was concerned, on cutidition of e Amescans mak-
ing reciprocal modifications in our favour. A differcnt course, was, how-
ever, followed.  Various devices were fallen upon to counteract the na-
vigation systemn of the Americans, without in any degree relaving our
own : but they all failed of their etyect ; and at length 1t became obvious
ta every one that we had engaged 15 an uncqual struzgle, and that the
real eflect of onr policy was to gi. 2 a Leunty on the amjmrtation of the
manufactured goods of orher eauntrics into the United Siates, and ihus
graduatiy to eaclude both our maunfactures and our thyps from the pons
of wie Repuinie.  In coascqrence, the convictior of the nucessny vt snak-
ing changes gamed grovad progresuvely ; and 1t was ultimaily five l,
by the eonancrcial ticaty agreed upon between Great Britain and the
United Statesin 18°3, that in future cqual charges should he impesed on
the ships of eithor comniry in the ports of the other, and that equal dutics
should be In:a apon zll arucles, we produce of the vnc conntey nmaported
into the other, whether such imjportation were effected ia the ships of the
one or the other.

The new States of South Am 'rica were naturally anxious to establish
a comaercial marine ; and, to forward their views in this respect, they
coatemplated enacting navigation laws. But thus intention was frustrated
by the interference of thie British Goverament, who, without stipulatiny
for any peculir advai age, wisely otlered to admat their ships to our poria
ona fair fouting of rccymocty, or on their paying the sae chiarges as
onr own ships, on condition that they adminted Uritish ships jnto their
ports on a similar footing. Comnnercial treatics framed on this sound
and liberal principle have since Leen entered o with most of these
States.

I'he principle of the reciprocity system having been thes conceded in
the case of the intercourss with the Umited States, whose conumeraal
marine is sccond only 1o that of Great Britain, it was not possible to re.
fuse acting on the same principle in the cage of sneh Furopean conntries
88 ight chicose to adwit our shipy to their ports on a fouting of equality.
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CANALS OF NEW YORK.

We have prepared from official soutces the foliowing table of the Com.
meree of the Canals for the present senson. It presents a very gratifying
result of the year's business, and exlubits in strong colours the wealth of
our State amd the West.

Accompanying the tnble showing the movement from and to the
11 wdson for the present scason, is a simular one for the movement for the
scason of 1815,

It will be scen that there i3 an increase in the tonnnge of 172:579
tons, and of $14,926,461 in the value of the propeny traneported, aml
thie excess both in tonnage and value over previous years is still greater,

‘I'he value of the entire movement property from and to the H{udson, is
mreater by 84,490,333, than the exports of the United States for the
fiseal year ending July, 1844, and greater by $7,237,815 than the value
of the goods imported into the United States for the same time,

These facts spoak volumes in favour of the imporiance of this Com-
meree, notonly to the State, bat ju n nativnal point of view, as worthy
the attention of the General Government,

Statement of the Property which ecame to the Nudson River on all the
Cuanals in 1513 and 1845, with the quantity and estimatedvslue of
each crticle in Albany and Truy :

‘THE FOREST.

QUANTITY. YALUE.
1815, 1916, 1R45. 1846.
Furs and Peltry....lb.. 706,794 817,150  §S873,137 1,021,335

Boards & Scaatl, fi...237,921,956 260,336,271
Shingles coveseeneennsden 72,120 69222
‘I'unber... St 2,492,608 1,788,193 493,535 251,000
Staves ... +.1b..139,754,800 164,152,590 633.893 1,513,432
Wood .... cordy. o 17,696 11,032 6,258 59,160
Ashies. oiiveeennees bblsee 63,663 46,852 1,393,360 1,076,901

AGRICULTURE.,

Porlt ...cevueereea bblse. 45,453 £0,003 &571,673 800,925
Beef.... e ¥ L. 67,699 45,600 507,743 364,800
Bacon ., b 1,634,700 4,000,500 113,299 290,032

4,014,720 4,422,936
234,390 255378

Chvese. ety 97,512,861 35,560,118 1,921,000 2,844,537

Sutter . Lo, 21,825,455 21,477,667 3,035,564 3,220,633
Lard... L4, 3,061,200 6,721,000 215184 495,810
Wool.., . 9,504,039 8885316 2,016,252 2,571,415
Hides . et 293,009 310,900 36.627 42,613
Flour,, Jbbls.. 2517230 3063410 THO21,051 15,480,271
W hieat. Sbush.. 1,620,033 2950,636 1,911,869 3,666,141

¢ .. X748 21,790 111,102 932,304
1,610,119 21,179 1,126,834

Rycouen.

('om.......-.....: LN 35,803

Barley ... .0 ¢, 1137917 1427953 671,371 813,933
Other Graina.... “ .. 1,294,609 1,923,800 491,951 710,474
Bran & Ship Stuffs« .. 1,067,665 1,463,232 160,550 220,181
Peas and Beans... ¢ .. 66,176 99,800 70,115 96,800
Potatoes.cceveneees 115,596 230,939 6R.076 114,686
Dried Fruit... 369,960 1,392,900 32477 135,261

(LI 66,800 415,100 5177 34,495
1'ObACCO cavvervaoves oo 670,900 2,609,100 80,583 303,002
Clover & Grass Sds .. 3,161,200 1,091,400 Q21994 76,608
Tlax Seedivveeeeoas e 83U3,060 5,243,700 166,079 131,943
TL0PS cvees cunes -eene®es  BTH200 1,690,500 157,356 185,935

MANUFACTURES.
Domestic Spirits, gats.. 1,588,601  1426,6:9 &114,809 313,690
Leathere oo e eenveeenedbes 15,363,925 5,160,564 2,763,507 923,918
261,628 2,226,114 256,162 223,161
223,500 40900 2,910 19,592
we $ee 8,031,218 10,574,740 140,516 182,562

P Tron

RBlovm and Bar Iron .. ceevee 10,802,213 veevee 263,224
Tion Ware ..eewee .. 4,665,383 1,219,091 186,615  4€,530
Domestic Woohens,**--  1,579416  2,024,7.4  1,9/0,029 1,933
Domesuc Cotionts... oo 3579410 2,3 4,774 53:633 719,747
Saft s 172,961 692,442 147,023 181035
Merchundize 55,718 3,594,322 83,187 276,372

OTHER ARTICLES.
Stone, Lime, Clay, Ib.. $53141,393 41.200,038 §%3./6° 6,17
Gypsam ... esaren e 12N6ASID 12,004,100 2796 26933
Mineral Coul “,. 4779820 18806 0 119,195 37,116

SUNAEIESernrrornneres oo 83,237,209 98116 4 8,329,390 36 333
AGGREGATLES.

QUAN, VALUE. QUax. TALTE.
Torest .oiveconeeeestONS. o 697,930 877, 9,5%6 613910 §2589,291
Agricultuze .., ¢ .. 417,627 27,612,291 68,131 33,602,418
Manufaciures ... ** .. 49,812 6,422,239 46,076 4,815.599
Merchandize. ..o ¢ .o 233 88,497 1,797 276872
Oilicr aticlkes .. * ., 93,321  3,539.633 &2082 3,770,476

Potel seroesrennaceslons 1,201,913  S§3.452,32 tons 1,362,319 $31,103.256

Stutement of Tonnoge and Value of o'l the Property wwhich went from
tie Hudson River on adl the Canals, in 1345 aud 1846,
13815, 1846,
TONNAZC civerreressenisssssassasseeatONS.. 224,013 2 9M6
VialtCurerees crienieiencienessnnacsnnes « 593,153,998 $64,627524

Aggregate Morement from and to the Hudson River during the years

1845 and 1846, gud the Agsregate tulucsof the Property transporled.
1844, 1818,

ressessessrsrrsesseenslONSee 1,428,976 1,613,535

Tonnage....
veee e 8100,036,319  §113,73278)

Valee..
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