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It is certainly niost appropriate in
this year et the (Columbian Exposition
te tutu ont attention te that portion of
thie New World which was first; dis-
covored by Christophor Columbus, and
note what bas boon accomplished thore
for the upbuilding ot Chtist's kingdom
in those fait lande during those four
centuries. Strictly spealring, it je only
someofe the West Indian islande that
are known te us four full centuries, and
the very name ef the archipelage testi-
fie:- te, the firet orreneons idoas of the
original discoveters.

This string ef islande strotehes in an
S.ehapod lino frora tho peninsula of
Florida to the northoastern cost ef
'Venezuela, the somewhat doformod S
lying on its Biae, and measnring, rough.
ly speaking, 1500 te 2000 miles in 1 ength.
The islandB on the north and east, with
the peninsula et Yucatan, Central and
South Ainerica on the 'weet ana south,
enclos8e the Caribbean Sep.. 'hich tah-es
its nane, trois the aboriginal inhabit-
ante of these islande. The 'wholo archi.
pelage lies between the 1Oth and 25th
paraileleoGf nerthL latitude, and ail, ox-
copt a few et the Bahama Islande, South
ot the Tropie of Cancer. Situated thus
ini the niost favorable portion et the
tropical zone, the islands naturally
present a most luxuriant -Nogetation,
aud are eaid te, produce a greater variety
and more inagnificont palme, than any
ether part ef the globe. Oranges, ba.
nanas, coceanuts, yame grow in groat
abundance, wbfle tho sugar.cano and
coffée plantations bave been the chiot
source et theit commercial importance.
These islande wero veritable little para.
dises ini the western sea, but for more

* P1p. 153 (lcb.), 160, MI1 (thls luine).
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than three centuries aftr thoir discov-
ery of thora could bo Sung, bel er than
ef almost any othor part of this sinful
earth,

"Whoec cvcry pro8pecL ploasce,
And only man ls vile."

And the saddest part was. that the v~
mon were net so, much the boathon, bow-
ing down to wood and stone, as the
Christian (God save the mark!) Euro-
peans.

Already in tho early yoars of the
Spanish domination the aboriginos were
almost totally extorminated. The ab.
solutcl3' fiondish cruelty practised upon
thoin by thoir Spanîsh conquerors, and
oftton in the naine of religion, resulted
in thoir annihilation. It is said that
2,000,000 et these niild Indians 'wcre
feund on the island of Hayti, and aftor
thirty years flot oe was loft. No trace
of the Caribs is now te ho tound any-
whore in the islands.

.Those islands became the great bone
of contention between conflicting Ente.
pean nations and changod ownership
,very frequently; but, no matter 'what
fiag wavod over their unfertunate
shores, the planters, baving extermi-
nated the native.born laborore, were ai.
ways clamering for men te work their
hugo plantations. Uenco in thoe
'wretohed islands Atrican slavery was
first introduced into the New Werld,
and for nearly three centuries th eet
Coast of Africa was depopulated to sup.
ply the awtul West Indlian dem&nd.
For many yoars the poor blacks were
deportodl thither at the rate of 100,000
a year. Catholia Spaniards, Lutheran
Panes, Retormod Dutohmen, Episco.
palian Englishmen imnported, bonglit,
sold, brandod, whipped, mutilated,
usod for fiendish and lustfill purposes
these miserable sons and daughters of
Afric's sunny plains. Whatever inay
have been the cliaracter of slavery olso.
where, bore its barbarity beggars de-
scription, and the di:finct race of munlet.
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