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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

ney from Manchester to London by using the railway, it was
equnlly so to facilitate the abolition of the evils of intemperance
by legislative enactment. The mearure proposed, certainly did
seem at first eight a pretty large one ; but if ever there was one
truth more firmly established than another, it was, that-in propor-
tion as templations are multiplied, the danger of falling into vice
increages. It was well known that publicans and spirit-dealers
almovst monopolised the corner shops inhabited by the poor;
and the reason for doing eo was in part to enable ther cus-
tomers to slip into the shop, and be out of sight in & moment,
while appearing to be rimply turning the corncr. By the mul
tiplication of such houses, it was well known that the vietims
were also multiplicd ; and no cxpense is spared to decorate and
render these houses attfactive. Diminish the number of such
places, and half the vice existing from them would be diminish.
ed ; abolish them altogether, and the evils complained of would
8lso be allogether abolished. Considering such facts as the one
meutioned this morning at the conference, of the thirty.five pa.
rishes in Scotland where no poor-1ates arc needed, and where also
(very significantly) no public houses exist, and looking at the whole
case, it was impossible not to sce that drinking was the parent of
poverty and crime ; and that the remedy which in America had
already produced 80 much good, would also, if applied here, pro.
duco similar beneficial results.  The longer ho lived the more
solemuly and deeply was he impressed with the importance of
that measure, and he counted it one of the happiest events of his
lifv that he bad been permitted to take part in the promotion of it.

Rev. R, Pauting, M.A., vicar of Chchsey, supported the resolu-
tion, and it was unanimously adopted.

Rev. B, Parsons, of Ebley, moved :—

‘ That the traffic in intoxicating liquors ss beverages is always
and enrmently productive of immense injury to the social, moral,
und material interests of the nation.”
~ He found & number of persons saying that the ohject they had
m view was perfectly Quixotic ; eeveral persong had looked him
n the fwea ns il they had alnost pitied him, snd would not have
Jbeen surprised if they had seen n keeper with him g and they
asked, *¢ Do you think it possiblo to do it?”  Many of thoese pre-
scnt, however, remembercd having been engaged in rather curious
work before. When they began (o agitate for the abolition of
slavery, they were very much laughed at aud reviled ; and prime
mimeters and others said it was perfect madness o talk about the
abolition of the corn-lawe,  But, said the speaker, we have sue-
ceeded in that—that's the thing. (* And we'll do it again!")
Yes, and we'll do it agnin, The French, when they began to
carry anything, always began by knoeking people’s brains out ;
but, when we began to cariy anything, we nlways begin by put-
ting brains iuta people ; and by and by, the people would be with
them ; and us they had given the people ami.slavery braing, and
anti.corn.law braing, so now they would give them alliance brains,
and then the thing would be carried.  Theyv were certain to car-
ry it; it had been carricd in many places in Awerica, and it would
be carricd here, He founnd many who had not the courage to be
tectotalers, but who, nevertheless, would not be sorry to have our
drinking customs abolished by such a mcusure as the ano proposcd.
There were nine millions of tectotalers in this kingdom; they
were, therclore, a strong body ; but strong as they were as teeto-
talers, they were much stronger as alliance men ; and numbers ol
clergymen, wagistrates, and others, who sould not think of going
to a teetotal meeting, would gladly come forward on the alliance
platform. He was not going to give up teetotalism hunself; but
It was not to be brought on prominently Here.  [{ people would
conic and help them to put dows the traffie, they would not be
weked whether they were clergymen or dissenting ministers, be-
lievers or unbelicvers, teetitalers or not tectotaleis; they wanted
all the help they could geg, and would aceept wall. It was hard-
iy possible to take up a nowspaper without finding cascs 1w it of
persons who had cither Killed or been killed by the assistance of
mtoxicating drinks.  Life, property, and liberty, were the proper
objocts of legislation ; and as all these were extensively injured
and destroyed by the liquor traflic, it wes clearly 2 case withim the
province of legislation. Not one jot or tittle of their attachment
fo moral furce moans would they ubate ; bul they knew that their
progress with thege must be slow, and, therefore, they invited the

i legislature to help them.

William Willie, Eaq., of Luton, reconded, and the Rev. Heary
Gale, B.C.L., of West Lambrook, supported the motivn, which was
then unanimously €arried,

Rev. Fergus Ferguson, of Glasgow, moved :(—

“ That this meeting regards the liqguor vending establishments
of the ceuntry as a source of temptativn and a nursery of crime,
incompatible with the advance of socicty in the path of true civi-
lisation, and earnestly calls on all patriotie citizens and enlighte
encd statesmen to aid in the work of the total and immediate
suppression of the traffic in intoxicating liquors,”

This was seconded by the Rev, Jabez Burns, D.D., of London.
What was the object, he asked, that they had in view ? It was
nothing more nor less than the entire suppression of the drinking
traffic of this country. It was not merely limiting it a little, or
rendering the evil a little fess pernicious; but they intended, by
the Divine blessing, and by the legitimate employment of two
kinds of action, to attain, as quickly us possible, the entire and
utter and everfasting suppression of the whole traffic. Let them
not deccive themselves. This was & mighty work ; let them look
at it calmly. 'They would have to contend with wealth, with
custom, with appetite, with legal enactments; and with one of
the most powerful trade orgamizations that the country can pre-
sent,—ua compact, solid, ancient, powcrful organisation,—an or-
ganisation which, by the divine blessing, they would entirely over.
throw, He presumed that there wns not any denomination of
Christians in the world, which did not contain distillers and brew-
ers and other traffickers in these drinks; and this enciy that they
intended to dislodge was entrenched not only in the deep customs
of the country, but also in the visible church of God. In spite of
all this, they intended to give it nv gnarter, and never cease until
it expired. What were the means at their disposal ? It would
not be merely by depouncing the traffic that they would conquer ;
they must enlighten the whole community, ‘There were millions
of persons in the kingdom who conscientiously belicved the traf.
fic was nut really bad; these they would have to enlighten and
convinee, by exposing the pernicious attributes of the traffic in
every poseible way, and thus by morsl suasion, 1o prepare the
whole people for the bill.  They wounld never attain the measure
they sought antil it was foreed upon the House of Commons, and
until the people were firatimbucd with it theinsclves.  The nation
must first of a'l, be educated on this question ; and, so far from
giving up their moural suasive cffurts, these they must increase and
double.  Where thiey had one lecturer, they must have ten; where
they had held one public meeting, they must hold twenty ; where
they had distributed one tract, they must distribute 100, The old
machinery must ail be rubbed up and oiled, and worked with ac-
cumulated power.  But, then, in conncetion with that, they
must alro bring the power of the law to bear upon it. [t was
the law that gave the trade its respectability, it recognises and
regulates it, und the same power which has aided the traffic, must
now blight -nd crush it. 'I'hey must enlighten the masses of the
people, and not them only.  ‘The masses were casily to be gained
in this cause ; the great work of the alliance would be tv educate
bishops and clergymen, and dissenting ministers, and the religions
budies. Depend upon it they would have a tough job here.  All
surts of learncd, metaphysical, subtle, and etatistical arguments
would be brought against them. They would have to educate
the conscicnees of men, and to show noblemen and magistrates,
and all other perstns baving an interest in the traffic, and especi-
ally moral people, and people whao call themselves religions and
philanthropists, that they bave no right—that it is contrary
to the law of common humanity, as well as the lowesl prin-
ciples of Christian integrity—that a man should enrich
himself by cursing «ll around him. They had, therefore, a
mogt sublime, momentous, and ardunvs task to accomplish, and
thar appliances must be, intelleetnal and woral meana first, and
then the legal means also,

Samuel Bowley, 13gq., of Gloucester, moved: —

“ “I'hat this mecting cordially approves of the objeet and consti-
tution of the United Kingdom Atlianes for procuning the legisla.
tive probibition of the traffic in intoxiesting beverages, and ac.
cords to that movement its heartv ganction and support,”

Rev. 1), M'Crae seconded the motion, and it was unanimously
adopted.

Dr. Burns having taken the chair.

Rev. Dr. M'Kerrow moved a vote of thauks to Sir Walter C,
Trevelyan for presiding. _

Joseph Eaton, Esq., second:d the motion, and it was cordially
adopted.

The President returncd thanks, and so brought to a close the
business of the meeting.
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