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wvhich folloivs largely the route of the old
post-road, is iiow nearing coînpletion.
The western end of the roaid is so far
fiuîislied that travel lors inay pro ceed froîn
St. Petersburg to Kolivani, a distance of
1,800 miles, ien less than five days, with-
out changre of cars. XVlîoî coipleted,
the Trans-Siberiani will be the longost
stretch of continuous railway trackz ever
lai(l-4, "00 miles. The construction wvas
begun in 189)1. Thie western s.2ction of
the road runs thîroughi e miost fertile
grain-growing part of Siberia, a regiun
Which is exl>ectod to be not only tie
granary of Russia, but ivhichi iay also
conipete for the trade of the world.
Othor sections in Siberia have *-ýlready
been coînpleted, anîd it is' hoped that by
next autuinuii the 1,100 miles tlîroughl
Central Siberia wvill be inishced. Of
the Pacifie section 250 miles have ben
constracted. The hardest work lias beon
dOue iu the severest ciitate, that of the
Yablonoboi i3lountaiius, whiere iu suiiniier
the teniperature rises to 77 degrees in bue
day tiîno, and faNls to 23lderestnglt
Onily during, a quarter of the year is the
tcipIerature abuve freezing. In the val-

ley of the elîita, the depthi to wliich the
sudl freezes is said to average 24~ feet.
XVe are tuld thiat in the sunioiiir the top.
suil is thawed to, a depth of about twclve
foot, the roînaining depth being always
frozen. T1'le labour used on the~ railway
lias beeîî partly iînported ; .&., iany as
160,000 labourers have been einployed at
one tiinie during the. siunauie*. It is esti-
mated tliat L-ic total cust of the under-
takzing wili reachi uearly $300,O000,000.
]3oth inii iilitairy and iii commercial pus-
sibilities this gigantie railway vi Il be of
surpassing inmportance.

-Not only Siberia, witlî its great plains
and mninerai wvoalth, but Manchuria with
i ts arable lands, richi pasture and energe;tie
population, is brought into cluse touch
%%ith Euirope. It is cstirnatted tha.t,lby July
lst, 1904, trains will be ruingii- clear
through to the Japan Sea. The distance
froin London will ho reduced to mune days
and two hours, inisteitd of twventy-eight,
or tlîirty-eighit days as at preSent. To-
day a ticket fruiii London by Brindisi and
the 'Suey Canal to Yokohamna custs $428.
By thio Siberian ]Railivay it wvill eost, aside
fi-on> food and bertli, 19

A UTU M N.

Thu iurden of song~s tuie carth liatli sung.
'I'lion retrospect iu tinaî's reverted eyesL,
Thion nictapIii)r cf eveîything thiat <lies,

That (lies ill-starred, or ilies heloved and voulig,
And therefore blest and wise-

0 be lcss beantiful or be less brief,
Thtoi tragie splendoni', strango aud fol! of fear!
Iu vini lier pageant shial tlie suiinîner rear

At the iminte siginal, leaf by golden Icaf,
Crunîibles the gorgeons ycair.

Ahi, gliostly as renienibcrcd niiirth, the talc
0f 1unîîes h 1oî. thie leedof the spring
-111( thon, too, tluitterest au1 inipatient wvin'

Thou presence yct miore fugitive anîd fr-ail,
Thon inoks unbodîedething,

Whiosc vcryv being is Uhy goîîmg lience,
An asge andi departure aIl thythem;

Whlosc e dotî s1til aU pleni dynSCCmI,
Andi thon at heciglit of thy nagnifilce

A figineut and a dreamn. C

Stilled is the virgili rapt urc thiat was Jumie,
And cold is August's pamting lieart of tire;
And ini tie storrn-fisrnantled forest choi-

For thine oivi elcgy the Nvinds attune
Thecir Nvild andi %vivuird lyre;

And poignant grows the chiariu of thy decay,
Thie pa-thlos of thyv lîauty, and tlîe sting,'
Thion l)anble of grcatmiess vanisinc''

F'or mue, thy Nvonds of goli aumI skies of gray
W'ith speech fantastic ring. -ilrilliai Jab>
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