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WHAT DID THE CLOCK SAY.

The clock upon the tower of a neighbouring
church toiled forth, slowly and solernly, the
knell of the departed hour.

As the*last sound died away, Willie, who
was sitting on the carpet at bis rnother's feet,
lifted bis head, and looking earnestly in ber
face asked:

" Mother, what did the dlock say?»
" To me," saîd bis mother sadly, "it seemed

to say, ' Gone-gone-gone--gone 1I

"What, mother ? what bas gone ?
"Another bour, my son."
"What is an hour, mnother ?"
"A white-winged messenger from our

Father in heaven, sent by Him to enquire of
you--of me, what we are doing, %what we are
saying, what we are thinking and feeling."

" Where is it gone, mother ?»
" Back to Him who sent it, bearing on its'

wings, that werc so pure and white when it
came, a record of ail our thoughts, words and
<iceds whie it was with us. Were they al
such as our Father could receive with a sile
of approbation ?'

Reader, what record are the hours, a.- they
corne and go, bearing up on higli of you ?

HOLD ON, BOYS.

Hold on to your tongue when you are just
ready to take God's name in vain.

Hold on to your hand when it is about to
place that to your lips which brungs misery
and death.

Hold on to your feet when Uiey are about to
take you into Uic place of sin.

Hold on to your heart wben cvii associâates
seek your company and invite you to joun ini
their revelry.

Hold on to your good nanie, for it is of
more value thani gold.

Hold on to the trutb, for it will serve you
well in Urne and eternity.

Hold on to virtue. It is above ail price to
you at ail trnes and places

Hold on to your good character, for it is,
-and ever will be your best wealth.

BOOKS.

Meni flrst made books in Babylon, where
they fashioned t3semn out of dlay, and baked
thtnn lilce brick,-, and they have been at it ever
since ail over the world, until Uic accumulated
knowledge of ages bas reached dimensions
that are sirnply stupendous. Only thirteen
hundred years ago there were but nine books
in ail Eng:and. They were the great and
sacied treasures of the monks of Canterbury,
andi they were the germr of the flrst English
library. There are nearly a million and a

Fuarter books in the British Museum, and
uring Uhe last twenty years the great store-

houses of literature aniong civilized nations
have nearly doubled their contents.

The rnost useful books in this vast estate of
learning are those that serve as sign-posts to
the others-the catalogues that tell where they
are and what they are, and the manuals which
are but books nmade of books, condensations
and concentrations of whole fields of intel-
lectual research and observation. Without
these books, our libraries would be wilder-
nesses of literature; with then, it is astonishing
how much we may learn if we lie but so in-
clined.

ANSWER TO BIBLE-PUZZLE NO. II.

Given byfly-szr comnjekitor.

Number of Ta-urpets . . . . 3ao Judges 7 : 16
Number ofbLanbs . a Numbers 28: 9
Years that Abimelech reigned . .3 Vudges 9 ; 2.
Number of Christ's Parables . .52 Tbic four Gospel-
Rivers of Dainascus . 2 2 K CS 5g T
Nureber of Sheep, Solomort's Portion zoo ir Ri'ngs 4 23
Kings that ,los.hua Smote . . . 31 Joshua 12 : 2
chîies of the Children of Aaron .13 .Joshua 21 ; 1
Angels Entertatned by Abraham, 3 tytne2;ls iS 2
Day ofthe blonth,vision of Red Horses 24 Zechariab 1 7
Number of Eber's Sons . .2 1 Chron. 1 19
N umber of)onths to BuryGog 7 Exekie) 39:12
Number of Feasts earh Vear 3 EXOdUS 23:1
Israel at Peste with Syria ,. 3 1 KinP 22 1
Number of Arm*s Chddren 4 Genests zo: 23
Number of Caktswith two îentli-Dca 12 LeCvitiC»S 24 :;
Number ofSyriazi Vitsures . . 3 2 Rings 1-3: 1 ,

A learned Doctor of Div.inity has written us
to say that he does not accept our delinitien
of the sneaning of the word " parable " giveri
in june Recorg and proceeds to shew that
assuming our definition to be adinissable, the
number ofpa tables is rnuch greater than 52.
He, himself, fui -iishes a iist of 89 "similitudes '
froni Matthew'.: Gospel alone! We have.
perhaps, erred ii, calling any' of the azsswers
correct. But, j' ,asmuch, as 52 was the largcst
nurnber of parables quot-ed hy any of the com-
petitors, other things being equ. 1 , those who
gave that nuniber certainly gave thc "best
answers "-and that is what we askcd for. Wc
aut glad that Uic subject lias awakensed ~o
.much intereSt. Have ail received their prizes ?

What shall 1 give? To the bungry, give
food ; to the naked, clothes ; to Uic sick, soine
comfort ; to the sad, a word of consolation ; to
ail you tneet, a smile and cbeery greeting.
Give forgiveness to your enemies; give pa-
tience to the fretful ; give your love to vour
households, and, above al, give your hcarts to
God.

Love's secret is to be always doing thiings
for God, and flot to mind because they are
such verv littde ones.
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