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best modes of increasing lier strengtb and
usefuineas. Brancli Societies of Clergy-
men and Laymen are to be established aIl
over the country, arîd, although the plans
of operation are not yet fully rnatured, it is
understood that the p)romotion of our Mýlis-
sionary schemes,, the increase of Christian
activity, the consideration of the religious
wants and social evîls of the time, nnd the
suag-gestion of remnedies, are the objects con-
lemn1dated.

lit the Free Assembly Dr. Candlish
was several ti mes attacyed wvith great bitter
nicss, charged wvth the desire of beinrg dict-
ator; and, wîaî lie would like -atili worse,
was dé-feated in alrno>t ail bis ineasures.
This is rather remarkahle, considering that
n year or two ago, Dr. Cunninghami thought
his power so firmiy establislied, that he
withdrew altogether froin Church Courts,
regarding, opposition as hopeless.

The ovemture from. the Free Presbytery
of Gasgow against the propos3ed union
Wflb the ,-,ccdc-rs was regarded with much
appreiensiomi ; b)ut it ultimately got the go-

b -on a po; rit of fiwm. Dr. Candlishi in-
sistod on propoirg a motion similar in
spivit to tuai of Pro1lèssor Gibson at Glas-
gow. Iut rnarîy iembers earnestly depre-
cated any vtj enssion op' the subject, de-
clariner that il wonild be fatal to tiie peaee
of the ('hurcb ; and, as there was soie
scrow loo-e iii the tranînmission of the
overîîme. tl waci allowed to drop. Had
the discussion gon, 01n, a il umrber of- eIderi,
Wtt) bait sined te resoinuions. would
have poie intu the mnerits of the question,
and defi-nided thoinqelves. Ith,; alrendy
b:owi over. -ýrtodtcitig no resuit ; indeed
tbe -oin niiot. remiat kis that a un ion wi tb
the Cbuîirch ik much more likelv and feasi-
ble than a union wvith tbe Uinited Presby-
terii an s.

The Free Ass-emrbly bias a number of
Profesýsoria' Cba;rs to fill iii, and the
choice made is generaliv thought very
jt¶dcîous. Tite di-vîdend of the Sus-tenta-
tion Fund is less than it was last year, and
many discourlaging speeches Ivere made
Ujior the subject ; but of course il w-as ail
satiisfactorily eikplai1ned in soine way or
uther, su as to look well upon paper ; but
the fact of a smaller dividend remains
nevertheless.

Our General Assembly declined to in-
terlere in the question of the uncollegiat.
ing of St. Andrew'8 Church, Edinburgh ;
anti the consequence is that tbings remain
as tbey are. The Town Counicil have
accordingly, at, the request of the people,
presented to the second charge the Rev.
Mr. Stuart, of Stirling, a very popular
preacher, in general esti ination onily second
Io MVr. Caird. Mr. Roberîsori, of Mains,
ivho was previously spokien of, declined
the appointament. Old Greyfriar's Church,
Edinbuî-gh, which bas somneilmes been
called the Wes-tminster Abbey of Sc.otland,
was re-opened last Sabbatb, after having
undergone a thorough repair. The win-
dows are aIl filHed wilh tstaitied g;ass, and
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are greatly adrnired; Ilhey are meinorial
windoivs, and have been contributed for
the most part by the descendants of cler-
gymen who were ronnecied with the

iChur-ch.

We have had most delighlful weatlier
for the last fewv weeks, and there irs the
prospect of a most abundant harvest. Hay-
cutting lias already commenced. 1 have
neyer seen the country looking better, and
even the' f.-rmers are satisfied. This is the
season ofthe year when travelling abotinds,
Mien pieoll shut-np their town-houses,
and go to .lhe Contiinent, or the coast,when
inini.sters take their few weeks' recreation.
Tite greatp)oint of attraction this sumrmer
for travellers is the Manehester Exhibition
of Art Treasuires . whiere for a few
months are collected together ail the finest
painhings in the c.-utntry, along with the
rarest specîrnens of sculpture, ancient
armour. tapesrry and porcelain. These are
nearly alU f!-om private collections. and the
Queen and ,lhe higher nobility have set an
examrple in lending the&r choicest treasures,
%vhtrh bias mcnrost readilv fW.lowed.
There rmver %vas such a coHIletloo of

paitnsin B; tfain before, and many
years miiis elap.,e bef)re the like is seen
agairi ; as. altboughi t he owners ntiay 1)e
williîng to ten , thom oc,(,ýtsi<,nally, it is flot
il provess that wîIl bear being often re-
peatcd.

THE LATE CALAMITY.
For thte Pre8byterian.

Ahoîîgh our favoured and temperate cli-
matii saveil fî'oi the fearfitil ravages of

p îjt:diseases, earthqulakes and tor-
nadce,, :o frequent in tropical countries,
yet %' e are froin time to time visited with
who, salet destruction of another kind, Io
wl ch l i. more ditflcult patiently to suit-
it.-Fir, while the calamitv cornes IIi-

recti; fio r11te band of' Hlin who ha,; the
eloni'nîrt? tînder Lus contr<il, -î nd before
wliose all-tvise dispensnîtion,4, inv-terious
tliîgh thev he, w,- can only botv i n sulent

snrisothe other, though certainîs' in-
u'tded i. H is ivr-u ' providence, finds

too O.fit1n is 1pr<îxî miate catuse i n the culpa-
ble feltft.or tlle avaricious and cold-
hearted 'rech-lessness of ni, ami, wluule
humbly recognising the hand of God in the
stroke, no one can deny that this reflection
is a b)itter aggravation to the catastrophe.

Another of these so-called "1fear fui ac-
cide-rtsq," which have of late becorne start-
lingly commun even in Canada, lias jtlst
taken place upon our waters. Il seemis
but yester-day sirîce the tidings of the Des-
Jardins catastrophe strtick a thrill of horror
into ail our bearts, and the agonv of sus-
pense, the cloud of bitter sorrow %,whielh it
brought into many a happy holusehold. are
yet fre8h in our recollecton. Scarcely bais
the spring had time to pnss into sutn mer, and
the grass to grow over the graves of the
victims of the raulroad dis-aster, wh'len a
new eiklamity, so appalling and extensive

as to sink the previous one into compItra-
tive intsignificance, filîs us ivitb dký.may and
absorhs our thouglits witb its heart-rendincr
details.-Again and again the imagination
reverts to the circumstances of the disaster,
the cali, lovely euot mer everning, lte noble
St. Lawrence flowving betwveen banjks cloth-
ed in ail the riclh luxuriance of June, the
Cro'(wded steamier busily plying its xvay
with its cargo of unsnspecting passengerîs,
mnost of whorn, strangers from a far' coun-
try, rvere no doubt congratulating them-
selves on having got throughi the dangers
and the tediuin oftbe sea voyage, and lok-
ing with delight and admir-ation on the flrst
glimpses of 'lthe new ami happy land,"
round which ciuste,-ed so many high bopes,
so many eager anticipations-Then sud-
denly the hoarse cry of "1fi-e" breaking
uipon the tranquillity,the black smoke burst-
ing out, the partie, the rush, the terri-
ble alternative betwveen the but, rusbing
flaines and the cold, still water l)elow, the
des-paiirng plunige, and the indescribable
agonv ol those terrible '1 twentv minutes"
duriftg wiciî the water wvas covered wvu!h,
Iwo< h tutu red and lifîx' gasping, dr-ownitig
biunýitn belilgs. L was s0011 over. The
waters floived on), blue and calmn as before,
the charred timbers of the wreck reînained
the so!itary remnant of su much life, bustle
and activity

0f the thoughts and feelings of tliese two
hundred and fifty souls in those Ia:t terrible
moments bow little will ever be krîown!
Some few may have been mai-d in tbe
trying hour. We hear of one wbo in
him native Seotland had been a faitîhfi
eeer of Chî-ist's lambs, and we know

froni bis wvords of trust and confidence that
the Master lie bnd served was wîtb biui
even iri the "1deep waters". But by far
tht' greater number mnust have perisbed
unionaî-ked. by ans' humait ye, and the
se-crets o>f their sudlden) passage of the "-dark
rive-" aitd] the'r finai destination in that
other country wvhitber our wistful gaze
cannot follow thiei are known to the
Searcherof hearts alunie.

W bat a world ofliope8 and feu rs,4schemes
and anxieties, lofty aspirations and ar-
dent affections, those blue wave-, flowed
over thatday! Couildwe but ,iiow the pri-
vate histories of each of the befar-s sowar,1
y i)eatiuig but a few momnts beibore, and

Flow cold in death, we wouid nu doubt
fitid many a thriiîing anmd touchi1ng tale dis-
closed to our view. How bitterlv in the
last sad momtent when a1l hope was gone,
and lie feit hiintelf sik Ing hojîelessly nu the
cold waters, must ihe heart, of the poor cmi-
g1rant have turnedto biesdi>tar.t Scottish home,
to thte old faritiliar places, the well-kiown
fields and tanes, toibhe --kirk" where bis fa-
th.'rs antI forefathers sat, and the citime of
whuse Sabbatit bellssfill perrcha nte resound-
cd iii bis ea;-, to the loving friends, perhaps
to the wite and ciidren bie had left heýhliud
and whose thoughts, unsusjne oti, ot liý;
îlatiLyer, weî-e even now followi îtr b !il .(
the 'tew countr-y wvhere be cainc t l iud a


