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AT HOME.

OUR CANADIAN FLAG.

8IV .iNN~IE ROTIIIIEI.i

At first sigbit it nia>' sceni soîncwlîat presuiniptuous ta
contray'mie an opinion which cirneb àudi veighit as that,
ai Sir D)aniel Wilsoni ; but as iii thc iatter of a1 National
flag for Canîada ail Canadians have cqual righit ta think,
perhiaps a fcwv words iii ansvver ta limii an the subjeet
inay bc pernîitted.

'l'lie mriter lias beard two objcîionb s tggestc(l ta the
flag prapased b>' Sir D)aniel. Ta the scond quarter it
vvas abjectcd that it gave a fourth part aof the space tQ
the recognition ai aoîc Province, igîîoring aIl the rcst,
wbhich wvas lookcd on as an injustice , anid iii connection
with the tih rd quarter it vvas obseru'ed that thîougli the
mienîbers ai Conféderation were now but seven it vnas
flot probable the>' would always reniain su, and were wce
ta go an adding inaple leaves as aur Ainerican fricnds
do stars ?

MNay it nat bc that Sir Daniel confuses those "Amiis"
and "'distinctive heraldic bearings " vvhiclî the P'rovinces,
as such, ail possess, with the Nationîal flag ? A slîield
ai nîaîîy quarterings is honorable, and even if, iii course
ai timie, aur national shield arriv'es at the aristocratic
disixteen," (and seven is a very guod bcgininiig,) we
shiah have ail the marc reason ta bc proud. Butt a
National Biag is a différent thing-it shouid be sa simple
that every child ai the nation cail knovv and understand
it, and iîi most cases they arc so. Take for inîstance
somne ai the republics ai to-da>' ; France lias a tricolar
with no device wliatever ; Switi.erland ouI>' a white cross
on a plain flcld, and tue flag af aur nciglibars ta the
south-wo ai know it-cauld searcel>' be improved on
for siînpicity, and we ina>' add, beaut>'. Of the Emi-
pires inighty Russia lins ani eagle an a plain field, China
a dragon an a plain fiueld, japati a sun on a plain field,
and what eould be sinîler than aur own Union jack ?
for Mhai is the B3ritishi flag known, fcared and loved iii
every corner ai the wîorld, aîîd flot îlîat Roy'al Standard
îvbich is flown on balidays aîîd for crowned hecads.

%Ve agree îî'ith Sir D)aniel WVilson, lîawcver, that tliere
is no difficult>' iii dcvisiîîg a flag for tue Don: .,*,ioni-it is
alrcady donc. W'hy chiange tlîat 'N4aphe v% ich is iii-
dissolub>' connected in nîost inin(s with Caniada, and
wlîose leaî'cs are even naw an the slîields ai thîrce
Provinces ? What though those leaves iii British
Colunmbia nicasure fourteen inches, wliilc in Maniitoba
they arc sîîîall and graceful ? Wh'at thaugh those in On-
tario turfi ta flaine and gold, wliile those b>' the Atlantic
keep their tender green tili they f'il ? AIl are alike ai
Caîîada, as ail lier sans and dauigliters are Canadians,
whetlier the>' dwell b>' the acean, iii the niauntains, or
on the plain.

Let eachi Province keep and love lier aivn distinctive
enîbhem, the 'I'listle, tue Bluffha, the Crowna, the Fleur-
de-lys,-as cvery reginient lias its regiîîîeîtal colors but
let us as Canadiaîis, wvlile ive continue ta give the first
quarter ai aur flag ta the Unîionî Jack, fatitliouli> devote
the remiainder, <omnitting il cisc,> ta aur lovel' «Maple
vvrcath and aur Beaver, emblcmns ai fertilit>' and in-
dustry, on a fait ted field. Prince Edward Island, an
lier shield places hier pille tree uîîdcr thie shadow and
protection ai the Maple ; shahl wc not ail be loyal
enough.ta follow lier example?
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ANOTHER TUNNEL.

Naw-a-diys wc arc staggeredl by nothing. I)ifficulties
imite us. liard th#igb teiiiiit u:. lmpossibîilitis cli-
bnare us. We wvant tu guit lot unI> ta tic to i of very-
thing, but albo ta the buttami , ta torii everything inside
out and outsidc in. %%*lien tlec is a %-aile%, in the way,
vvc fli it upi. If ht bc a îîiouintain wve slice it clown. If
a1 ro,.k is too biîg thiat Mu ian1't carry' it off, wc bore
throughi it. Wc ctert.aînly lii une îm tu go rouind it.

Last vveck you wcrc tuld of a tunnel. 1-icre, this
vveck m c bai c another. I .ast v eek, butw cen Prince
Idw.trd Iàland and ajur on n aiinland , thib vvcck lie-
t%%ii nttii a Tiglt Little Ilands that mec knio% soîncthîng
of, and that îvc laie %cry %uli. *Ihey arc îlot very far
apart, but after zill they do not know (!aii% otther ver>'
wvell, and thc new tunnel is supposcd to hielp thecm ta
a better acquaintance with ecd other.

You have ail hcard of the difficulties that have bccn
knovvn as ' T'he Irish Question," and still you ina>' îot
understand miuch about it. At ai events you na>' rit
Ieast understand that England and Ircland arc îîat good
fricnds sonietinies. Butt I tbink a goad deal of it is
imiaginar>', or caused by imiaginar>' things whichi is just
as bad. It is likec two boys, each iii a field with a fence Sa
high betwceen theni that thcy could îlot Cven l)CCI over
to sec how mnuch inistaken they were in eacb other.

Now, altbough our cousins in B;ritini have vcry short
journcys to go whcn tbey do nînke a start, tbey are no
great travellers for ail that. Perhaps it is because the>'
have suchi short jourficys. Anyway a fewr hundrcd miles
are îiothing to us, not Sa inuch as ren would be ta thcmi.
Sa, althoughi youi inay hard>' believe it, the peop)le
living iii England, Scotland, and lrcland, do flot sec
each other ver>' aiteni, or know cadi other wcll. EVen
between England and Scotland tixis is ver>' inucb the
case, but it is moare sa between thein and Ireiand.

X'et it is not far. 'l'lic channel is flot very wvide ta
cross, nor is it exp)cnsive. Butt the seat is the set, and
altbough the nation is a nation of sailors, it is a ver>'
smiall portion of the main bady of the people tliat care to
tr!îst themiselves ta its dangers and disconiforts.

Peoaple in bath islands seein ta be tircd of disputes
esiiecial>' as the>' tbink thcy nia>' arise froin ignoranlce.
Sa thcy are going ta try the experimient af nial<ing a
tunnel betvveen the two, under the sea, like aur ovvn iii
P>rince Edvvard Island.

0f course it will cost a pile ; evcrything that is good
does. B3ut it ivill open up a traffic between the two
islands that lias îîat been dreami't of before, and tue
traffic ill bring the peCople togetlier. '1'ley ivili lcarn ta
know anc aîiother, to trust anc another, and ta î'aluc one
another.

I somietinies wonder why the surplus ai people in
England and Scatland do nat think ai Ireland as a field
for emnigration. It is a beautiful island. It is ras>' vitlî
bill and î'allcy, field and farest. 'l'lie people have truc
blood in their veiîîs and truc lîearts at bottomn. Think,
tlîouglî, how the>' have been cut off froin the %world b>'
want ai capital. 'I'lere h~ no reasan but fashian.
It bias not been the fashion 1.) invcst in Ireland, ta get
up combines and manopalies there, and so it bias flot
been donc.


