its intluence on the siie of granting
the C'mrbin charter, which is wing o, -
piled tor auring the pres.ng session ol
the Lomuuon parhament.  The Boara
o Trade ol Winmpeg, I appr Miend,
was influencea by cousiderations si-
flar to thoso wiieh prevailed among
the mumbers of the Victoria Board of
Trade. Tho reasons were legitimate
ane palpably cogent—tghey were srade
reasons.  As ono wlho ix deeply inter-
estd Ln trade matters mysell, and
who has pald closo attention to com.
mereint development in British Colum.
via, 1 have to  question, however,
whether such action was o wise and
far-ce2lug one.  Wimmpeg and  Vie.
torin merchants very naturally seck
au alternativo route into the Liound-
ary country, and to them it is a mat-
ter ol lttle consequence whether vhelr
metchandige goas through Canadian or
Unlten States territory, o long ay is
gots there. ‘There 18 very little son-
1iment about trade, even though it is
popularty supposen to tollow the fag.
The=o 18, however, @ poinb of view
whta has been overlooked, and which
in the » ng run Is in my opinlon a
wore muportant consideration, It af-
feots commerce very seriously.,
sSouthiern British Columbia is osseun-
tially a great bed of ores. 1t has
Ittle ¢lsc comparable in value, ex-
cept timber, and that is useful mnain-
Iy for mining purposes, and Jocal de-
mands created by mining. 1ts future,
therefure, wholly depentls upon  the
tndustry arvising out of the miuerals
ther>: nil as a corollary of this pro-
position the interest oi the mercan-
tile community depends uapon the pop-
alation to whieh such industry gives
el yimnt  anl naalutcuance.  The
u\l'u thiings are closely and indissolubly
allied,

The projection, as is RoOw propoxed,
ol numerous Imes {from the United
States into southern British Colum-
bia through the river valleys and easy
routes north and south may be re-
garded as a matter for congraiula-
tion but it means that they como for
the ores which are to afford them
traffic. 1t is needless to say that
smelting and refining are the prin-
eipal Jndustries arising out of muning,
greater than the process ol mining it-
sell, an:l with their facilities for ship-
ping ore south, these five or six rail-
ways, which tap or will tap the prin-
cipal mining camps at the most avail-
able points, and the greater part, ov
at least o very great part, of the, es-
petially silver~lead, ores will be car-
riel away to be smelted, just as
the timber of Ontario way car-
ried away to be sawn in mills in
Mwhigan. You have read about the
formation of the great smelter trust
on the Pacific coast or mining stutes
of the unlon, with its $65,000,000 cap-
ftal, and_its object of controlling the
ore suppiy of this contipent. Two
smeiters in British Columbla have
practically closed down owing to Am-
erlcan competition, and if the Trail
smeiter was not backed Ly the re.
wources and brains of the C. P. R. it
vouil ot exist either. 'The condi-
tions aecessary to success in smelting
are lavge supplies and large variety
olares.  We have heard a great deal
about  cncouraging  the amelting of
ores in Canada, but it is simply an im-.
possibility under present conditions.
The uitimate effect of competition in
railways from the other side, there-
fore, I to Jessen the industry, which
giverise to population and trade. From
that point of view Canadian mer-
chants are simply cutting off their
noee to epite their face in endeavor-
ing to aswkt in the introduction of

THE COMMERCIAL

American rallways and bulld up srent
rivat eities fn the States like Spokane
But there 13 another point of view
of equal importance. Theso ratlways
bring British Columbia into close
touch with and easy reach of Spok.
ane as n commercial cenbre, and with
the great agricultural producing sec-
tion of eastern Oregon and Washing
ton Terrltory. s to the commercial
aspeet, notwithstanding that it Is as-
serted nearly all the trade of that
country is handled by Cauadians, and
American rathvays simply divide the
teaffic, last year one million and a
quarter dollars worth of American
goods were entered at Rossland, Nel-
son ané Kaslo. ‘The whole of West
Koutenay is largely supplled with
American agricultural products.

The Northwest and British Colum-
bla, as coutiguous territorics with di-
verse products are the natural comple-
ment of cach other, and it meaus
very great deal for your vast terrt-
tory, of which Winnipey Is the metro-
polls, to have the market of Kooten-
ay and Boundary, two districts of
great present progress and immense
possibliities. It is to the manifest sell-
fnterest of these two great territories
to foster and develop each other's re-
cources to the fullest extent, and to.
as far as possible, reap the Lenelits
therefrom. For all time to come they
must find jn each other the greatest
and most profitable outlet for their
respective wares. It seems to me that
merchants, farmers, manufacturers
are all equally interegted In conserving
the trade and industry of British Col-
umbin for Canadiang. That is not 2
gentimental ilew of t—it is n »urely
Lusiness propusition.

Hides and Wool.

Minneapolls Market Record: “We
have previously told our readers that
the hide market was very dull -nd
from nall indications they woull soon
rule lower. March hides are the poor-
est of the year. The tanuers arcstay-
fng. out of the market and asthey are
declining of their own weight, they
are nominally guoted at 1-ic lower,
but in reality thay arc 1-2 to 3-ic,
because they can not be sold to real-
ize n profit at present prices. No
dealer knows what he ean expeet to
gt when the tauners do again enter
the market, it Is an unsatisfactory
markel for the dealers. There are
rumors that the upper leather tan-
ners are going to combino as did the
gole leathor in one gigantic trust
ansl the abseuce of buyers scems to
indicate therc was something in the
yumor. M they do, it would not bo
unlikely hldes would o down a cent
or two per pound, scarcity would not
make any difference, nught makes
right (with the greody).”

“Wyol market extre:mely quiet. It
has lbeen stated from time to time
that the lack of demand wus due to
the stock brought in previous to tho
passage of the tariff, No doubt this
19 o strong factor, Lut there is an-
other—the wily importer worked that
woo! schedule so they get in skirted
wool from Australla as ordinary un-
washed wool in the grease. Now this
skirted wool leaving only the cholce
part, the very cream of the {leece in
quality and cleanliness, is really equal
to our fleece washed wool. It is thus
they nullify the tarifr.”

-
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GRAIN AND MILLING

1
MINING WILLENTD.

The last issue of “Amcrican Eleva-
tor and Grain Trade" — a Chieago
paper published in the interest of the
grain trade—contains a serles of ar-
ticles on u. subject which Is attract-
ing  speclal iInterest In Munitobn at
the present time. This Is the question
of mixing grain. The consensus of
opinlon expressed in the letters is to
tho effect that mixing and clenning\
clevators are & benefit to the farmer.
This Is no doubt quite true up to a
certain point. One writer says: “It
enables them to receive much better
prices for off grade grain than they
would otherwise recelve. Another says:
¢ They (the mixing and cleaning eleva.
<ors) provide a market for off-grade
grain.” Another says. “It helps the
price of low grado grai:. from 3 to
10 cents per bushel.”

These expressions voice the general
opinion expressed in the lutters. Some
of the writers, however, think that
mixing elevators shouid be under the
supervision of a public official. Some
letters from mlilers show that they
are entirely opposed to mixing., The
paper in which the lotters are pub-
iished, in referring editorially to the
yuestion  says. “The opinioas, as
wsual, are varied. Tho millers con-
demn the practice as uugualifiedly as
de the most radical of the Winuipeg
shippers, but from tho standpoint of

N the grower and shipper there islittle

question that the systom of mixing is
a benefit to them, in so far as it
makes a market, at a price, for in-
ferior grain.”

The reference to the Winnipeg ship-
pers. in connection with the contro-
vergy on niixing, going on In the Chi-
cago paper, ls somewhat wisleading.
The Winnipeg dealers have not re-
solved against mixing, as it is under-
stool and discussed in the journal re-
ferred to. There has been no attempd
among the trade here to interfere
unduly with cleaning and mixing ele-
vators. 'The resolutions adopted by
the Winnipeg trado refer to the mix-
ing of cargoes in shipping from public
elevators, which is quito a different
subject from the treatwment of off-
grade wheat in private elevators. The
Winnipeg dealers have askod that the
custom of giving a straight iovern-
ment certificate for a cargo of wheat
composed of two or more grades, be
stopped. They do not ask that even
this class of mixing be stopped. They
simply ask that when two or more
grades of wheat havo been spouted
from a public elevator into a vossel,
the certificate should show the exacs
quantity of each grade. Heretofore
it has been customary at the Fort
William elevators tn give a straight
certificate for mixed cargoes. In
other words, a cortain amount of



