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Tue * Hewarp” Do It.—The atron fight mude by the Halifax 21erald
agilrs the Whitney coal deal has botoe tis irair.  The Herald so magnified
the value of the franchises of the Dominion coal company, and so stronglv
urged that it would bLe n ruthless, money-making corporation, that upwards
ol a yuattor of a million of Nuva Scotia money was invesicd in the enter-
prise, a luage proportion of which was subscribed by supporters of the
Liberal Conservative panty. If the investment falls short ot that which the
21 valid hae plctured it to be, that paper will be held responsible for having
musled its readers.

WeAtnER PERMITTING, —At the hour of writing there is every prospect
that the weather Is making preparations for St. Patrick’s Day. Slush, mud,
rain and easterly wind sre not calculated to improve the effectiveness of a
street parade, but as our uncertain woather was not taken into consideration
at the bisth of St. Patrick, the sons and grandscus of Irelsnd will have to
accept the inevitadle and take the day as they find it. The march-out on
St. Patrlck’s Day under favorable conditions was in former years eomething
1o be proud of, but of late it has been dogenerating  Whether or not the
weather is rexponsible for this degeneration, w¢ cannot say, but we trust
that the march of the 19th of March, 1893, will cclipse in sumbers and in
perfection of appointments any turn out that has becn made for the last
quatter of a century.

A Horervr CoLoxt.—~Tho speech of the Governor of Newfoundland
recently made at the opening of the legislature of that colony is about as
frec from pessimism as it well could be.  Hope and confidence stamp evcry
paragraph, asd even the recent St, John’s fire is pot regarded as an
unmixed evil. A prosperous year's business is the keynote cf the speech,
and cxpectation of increasing presperity as a reault of the development of
copper and coal mines is very pronounced. Newfoundland has great natural
rosources, but capital is required to develope the sam~. It is refreshing to
hesr ot the prosperity of our sister colony, aud sooner or later she will no
doubt te identified as a member of our confederation, and as her interests are
similar to those of Nova Scotis her union with the Dominion would
strengthen our Maritime interests.

Fricrion.—The friction that has arisen betweon Great Britain and Frauce
over cerlain privileges claimed to have been obtained in Morocco by the dip-
lomats of the latter country is likely to be very short-lived. Gladstone’s Gor-
croment, bowever it may differ frem that of Loid Salisbory's with respect to
bome sffiirs, is following clcsely the lines laid down by the Conasrvative
Ministry with respect to foreign effairs. The French hope that Gladstone's
advent to power would speedily be followed by the British evacuation of
Egypt has vanished 1nto thin air, and the prompt action of the British Gov-
eroment jo despatching Col. Sir J. West Ridgeway to Tungier with defionte
instructions to sctile the difficalty which has arisep, should convince France
that the Giadstone of to-day has no idea of weakeniog the positlen which
Salisbury’s able foreign admivistration has gained for Great Britsin.

830,0co Goxze!—Many precious dollars are doubtless worse than
wasted in the drinking salcon, but it is curious to find our Dominion legis-
lators calmly sinking §30,000 in an aboruive stierptto eettle the drink
problem. For mapy months past the members of a prohivition commission,
appuinted under the authotity of the Parliament of Canada, have been hold-
sessicns in various parts of the country for the purposc of obtaining
reliable evidence that might be of advantage toth2 people; but, judging
from what we have read of the investigations of these gentlemen, the infor-
matcn, when {ormally submitted, will not be worth a tithe of the amount it
has cost to collect, and it 1s doubtful whetber any practical result will be
the outcome therecf. Probibition may have its zzalots, but it is a pity to
have money wasted for 1o good purpose.

A JusTiFiauLeE CoxpiNaTioN.—For msry years past oor people have
enjoyed cxcellent refised sugars at very moderate prices, but so far as we
can [earn very little money has been made by the refineries in the maou.-
facture of these sugars. It is true thal occasionally raw sugars have been
purchased under favorable conditions, and money has been made by the
refining companics oo its importation, but,as we have said, the margin of
profit in the business of refining has growa steadily nsrrower.  Competition
is eupposed to be responsible for this state of affairs, and as an offset 1t is
pow propostd to practically amalgamate the three refineries 1nthe Maritime
Provinces, situsted in Halifax, Dartmouth and Moacton. The very sug-
gestioz of this combinatior excites the suspicicn of moropoly, and those
who are interested in carrying out the details of the undertaking are stamped
as combinesters, and beld up as objects wortby of public condemnation.
It is timo that the press of this Province should display a little more com-
mon sense upon these matters. It Is plaio that neither home cr foreign
capital will seek investment in Nova Scotia so loog as our minlog and manu-
facturing ioterests make no return for tho capital invested. The weges of
labar is not the oely consideration in these enterprises. The interes: of the
capitsl invested is a legitimate charge upon the cost of manufacturiog, and
it is oply when these two conditions are beipg ausfied that industries can
be sa‘d to flourish. If the sugar cumbloatiun would be sausficd with rea
sonable profits, we see nuthing morally or commercislly wrong in their
forming a union in order to advance their mutual interests. No political
economist would rccognise the principlo thst a combination which enzbled
men to obtain a fair return for capital invested was an unfair or an immoral
combination.

A Vexep Questies - In the Ualted States the (reo colnage of eflver
has many strong and valuable advocstee, but the proposal 1o make silver as
well a8 gold a legal tender for the paywent of all debis is little shott of
tirect rolibery. Better, far better, would it be to sdopt the measure
recently introduced into Congrers by Mr. Harter, of Ohio, in which §t ia
preposed to abolish sll legal tender and to allow payments lo be made by
contracl, Silver would then seitle down to its absolute value, as the ele-
ment of epeculatien would be removed. In the meantime this eilver quce.
tion keeps the hinking and cotisequently the commercial world in constant
trepidation, D’scount rates rise and fall with alarmicg rapidity, and finan-
cial and busiuess men are at their wity’ end in estimating what the morrow
will bring forth.

An Excuisn View or Auenicax Live Insurancn—The London
Investurs’ Berire makes a somewhat atartling exposure of the methods of
doing business adopted by American Insurance Companies. According to
the fizures given the '*lapses " of policics consequent up n non-payment of
premiums arc about twenty-five per cent of the new ricks taken. This,
it is claimed, may b2 in the interests of the companies and of the agents,
but it is oot in the intereats of the iosuring public. The company, by
annulling these policies, relieves itself from obligations, and the agenta find
that it is more profitable to theit own pockets to get a large commission on
a new risk than for a emall commission to spend the time in looking after
policy-holders. S5 far as the insured are concerned it i3 pretly evident
that 2 majority of thuse who allow thelr policies to lapse have bren
influenced by the persuasive eloquence of the agents to carry an amount
upod their lives far beyond their ability to maintsin, and as a matter of
course, after a few years, they allow the sams to lapse, and thus help to
enrich the Insurance Companies, who in turn boast of their rests as some.
thing to be proud of, overlooking the fact that these rests are bLut the
aggregation 6f hard cash taken from the people, for which no adequate
retars has ever bzen made. The Ineealurs’ Review has no solt words for
thes: great money-making Insurance Companies. For our own pirt we
believe in the German system of governmsnt insurance. There, 2 min
pays very moderate premium, insurance is wlthio reach of all classes, and
each person gets an cquivalent for every cent paid io.

Snourp A Woxax Vore?—Are we s a paople behind the spirit of the
times in not extending to the wowen of Nova Scotia the right to take part
10 politicsl affairs, and to share with m-a ia the full privileges of citiz n-
ship? We think not. It is trus hat for a quirter of a century the Sqate,
formerly the territory, of Wyomiog has given to wamen the freedom of the
ballot box, and that sccording to s rezolution passed by the Lagisla ure of
Wyomiog that S:ate has few cririinals, and poverty is almost utknown.
This, i* is clsimed, is the direct 1 sult of the moral and econnmic influences
which the women ol Wyoming have bzen able to exert Tuis resolution
may b2 a truthful representation of fact, bat if it is so, it is passiag strange
that the movement which has baroe such goldsn fruit in Wyomiog has not

200 1mitated in other progressive and enlightened commonwezlths. We
say that Nova Scotia is pot behiad the sphit of the tim+s in this maiter, but
Tue Crittic would bs glad :0 ase this Province taking the lead in the
cpfranchisement of women. We sec no rezeon why s woman who erjoys
all the privileges of bolng taxed should not have the same right to a voice
in the selection of those who impose these tax:3 as 2 man. \Women are aot
inferior in point of intelligencs, and while their trainiog msy have in 2
measure unfitted them for many things, their superiority 10 men in morals
could not f«il to elevate and purify politicsl life.  If through the agency of
woman politics can be shorn of its obscquiousaess, its uninsnliness znd
its tendency to corrupt, better, a thousand times better, that we should take
the radical step now asked for by the Maritime Women's Christian Temper-
ance Union and thereby basten the mitlenium.

AssenTion NOT ARGUMENT.—Iln its issue of March 8th, the North
Sydoey Herald vigorously denonnces the Whitney cosl deal, and this is the
lapguage it ases with respect to the m=n of atanding, L-beral and Coaserva-
tive, who have endorsed the enterprisc :—* The Whitoey syndicate has
been successfal in lating to its support a few men of some itfluence io
Canada. We have yet to learn, however, of oue supporter of the syndicate
who bas gone out of his way to speak woll of the scheme, who Is not
directsy 1nterested.” An assumption such as the above is not an argument,
and unless the Herald has something more tangible to off:r in support of
its assertion than this suggestion of selfishness drawn from ita owe 1magioa-
tiop, it had batter secek a more profitable occupation than that of misrepre-
senting men well 20d favorably known throaghout the Province. The
North Sydoey Ilerald attacks the Whitaey syndicate from every side, but
sccording to its eatimnate the vulnersble point in the undertakiog is that
“ the foreign capitalists we hesr so much about are risking nothing. Taey
are simply getting poasession of ncarly all our valusble mining properties
at less than a third of their value, and on a lease of uot tweaty yeats, but
pinety-nine years” Caun it bz true that the Cspe Breton coal kiogs bave
sllowed their propentles to pass oat of their haads at less than 33¢. on the
dollar of their ac'uil value. If it is true, Mr. Whitney and his asscciates
are keen baoyers, and the coal kings bave shown a remarkable waunt of
shrewdness. But after all everyone kaows that the statement of the North
Sydney Herald is mere Irrceponeible assertion, and that as a matter of fact
most of the coal owners wero glad to sell out, and were well satisfied with
the prices paid for their properties.

Your hest chance to be cured of Indigestion
Is by Trying K. D, €.
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