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(From the Tnited States Army and Navy Journal.)

The signal book published in 1861 con-
{ains in itself a systein of tactics. This sys
tem, after having, under the name of simple
and compound orders, selected, both for the
purposes of navigation and for battle, a cer-
tain number of geometrical figures, gives
the metbod of reussembling the ships sup-
posed to have been dispersed. on one of the
prescribed orders.e It'then describes a so
ties of rectangular movenments which the
ships are required to follow with mathemati
cal exactitude and at a uniform speed in pas-
sing from ono order of steaming or sailing
to another.

The composition of a primitive order is

order of steaming or sailing to another, or
from ono compass course to another, effect i
ed by following certain prescribed lines, is
called an erolution,

The rectangular evolutions of the official
tactics answer very well for ships construct-
ed and armead for broadside fire. DBut iron-
clads, intended for ramming and having to
fear for themsclves that species of attacls,
should never be exposed to be taken in
flank; they should, while in tho presence of .
the cnemy, cvea in manceuvring, preserve
an offensive attitude. There has been con-
ceived, therefore. for the modern fleet, a
new system of manccuvres based on slightly
obligue courses and proportional changes of
speed, This method of performing cvolu-
tions, if not cumbered with minute rules,
approaches very nearly the formation.

4s for ourselves, wo would reserve the
name of evolution for those exact and me-
thodical movements which the French navy
bas practised for the past ten years, and the
term formation wo would apply toall such
cases as assumed, in any degreosvhatever, o
cerlain ‘ndependence of movement.

The adoption of this system only requires
arevision of tho ‘General Instructions.”
So far from changing the economy of the,
signal book, wo would preserve in the ordin-
ary course of navigation, what has always,

n dono on leaving port, or on the de-.,
nngement of the fleet trom the Inst order of
steaming or sailing proscribed by signal.
Every order, simplo or compound, given in,
Hactics, has its appropriatosignal.  This sig '
nal suffices for Lringing the ships into the
desu:ed order, whatever may bo their res
pecuve positions. Let tho fleet be concen
trated or scattered over every pointof the|
horizon, the effects of tho signal are the,
fame, the mancuvres identical. Lvery,
ship hastens to her station—in other words,
folloms tho shortest route which will tako!

have for their guide in m:nmuvring not
rules simply, but dogmas, It would be no

uires. After having in this manner ren-! time then to undertalke their iustruction,

ered easy and rapid the exccution of obli | Would it not, indeed, lie far Leiter to leave
que movements and generalized their em- | them to that self comidence whieh results
ployment, let us pass on to evolutions. from habit 50 old as to have th foreo of in-

an evolution should proceed orstart from | stinet? [n the present st ite ot wilursovery
some order which has been cavefully rectifi- | seaman knows how to avoid .+ cullision at
ed. Tho officers who perfo.ms an evolution | sea.  Let us not, then, overlod with use-
is in quite a different situation from onc who ; less precautions  theso simple yules, which
performs 2 manceuvre.  Ie should from the | are in fact tho oflspring of scivnee-- the

her to the bearing and distance from the re- ‘
gulating ship her number in the flect re-

outset, from the very moment of the signal
being hanled down, head his ship in the re-
quired direction; nor does it belong to
him to determine the path heis to pus-
sue. Lach ship taking part in the cvolu-
tion has its own particular course marked
out forit. Should any onc ship get off
of her praper line, cor.fusion to tho rest of
the {leet ensues ; shounld one be too latein
getting into its lino of movement, the suc-
cess of the general movement is jeoparded.
‘There must be no hesitation in the perform-
anco of individual mancouvres; but, also,
there must be no obstacles on the prescrib-
ed lines of movement. Itis the duty of the |
admiral to provideagainst such. e hasno
right to count on the watclifulness of his
captains ; he has rather to fear it as liable to
betray them into doubt and hesitation
Should the captain interpose his own judg-
ment, he would act without decision, for the
officer who obeys a signal of evolutions
should see no danger resulting from a strict
complianco with the orders received. Ile
would be liko an astronomer finding the laws
of gravitution at fault. ;

Informations on the contrary, there is no
thing to disconcerty onc. Cons*ant care is
observed while procecding by slight detia
tions from the course. While seekiny their
respective stations, it 18 perfectly well un-
derstood what ships are to do in the evént
of a near approach. The port-hand ship
permits the one on the starboard band to
pass; and in casc of meeting head ¢n, both
ships port their helms and pass to starboard.
Theso rules have now the character of an in-
ternational convention, all maratime na
tions having adopted them as the most pro
yer for preventing collisions.

Could ono conceive of rales more clear
and concise for the purposes of tictics, there
would sull be strong reasons for adhering
to the general custom, for 1t is in this lizht
that tho question must be regarded. War
breaks out, the activity of tho navy-yards is
redoubled, and in the course of o few weeks
acrowd of new ships are sent to sea, the
captains and ollicers of which have not heen
schooled in fleet-sailing. I it bo desirable
that they should act in concart from the
first day, it isindispensible that they should

science of the trado of the sea.

The formation is evidently the only me
thod to bo adopted 1 tiwe of battle, bag it
would be a great mistake to suppose that a
fleet, having acquired the haint of changing
from one order to another only hy o series
of regulwr movements, could all at once
break through those habits snd execute
formations with the same ease and cortamiy
as if it had never manceavred othepwise.

During the past two years (1870) the Me
diterrancan  squadvon his gone thvough o
complet: seties of steam and s ul ticties. nap
was it indulged with casy prectiea,  With
evolutions the cotnmander in chief ¢ mstant-
ly intraduced the tormation, o1, to u~en
more explicit term, mancavres,

Whitever code of cvoluagons may he
adopted, the sysiem we lLave just reviewed
must remam asits final result.  Ju presence
of an cnemy you may mancuvre, Lt you
can never perform an evolution.

LESSONT @F THE DECADE ATLIED —
XO. VIL

The science of cavalty tactics 15 that of
moving bodies of mounted nten as & umt,
for military purposes.  Tactics depend prr-
mariiy on rauks and files. A 1ank s com-
posed of men ranged in v stiaight line, b
side each otker, with elboies touckigy, and
all faced in o direction at nght angles o e
line.

A file is composed of two or more men
ranged in a straight line belund ¢ wh atier,
all ficed in the directi m of tise hine, A lne
is the same ae a rank : but the word 15 ap
plied to larger numbers of men, and aluse
moreover may have intervals brtiveen its
component parts; c. g.:

The competent pasts of 2 huie ranged be-
hind oue another for convenience of locomo
tion are called a colummn, 23 column of
troops, of battaliony, of fours, of twos, or
fillesseg: [ LV 3 5 1 1| v ]

A column is said todeploy when it comes
o line. A lino is said to hreak into col
umn.  File leader is the tzan at the tiead of
afile. The man nextin front to any other
man inafile is his individual file-leader.
File-closers arc non.commissioncd oflicers,




