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roof of clapboards, open at the ends. My
blankets (beds aro luvuries outside civilisa.
tion), are spread on some clean straw on the
top of the freight. MMy kitchen is four feot
squaro of tha stem of o {lat bost, and my
occupation handling a squaroe sail hoisted on
an ash treo six inches in diameler, witha
fork at a height of fifteen feet above deck,
over which a two inch cable, serving the
,purposo of a halliard, isrove. Tho crow con-
sists of ten men including the cook, the lat-
ter neither cleanly nor skilful, Two Swedes,
one John Linkstrom, a bright, active fellow
of five and twenty, woll looking and cheer-
ful, roady to stand up for Sweden against
oll udds; a hard worker, cheerful, and able
to take his own part. The otheris onoe of
thoso utterly useless drones with which hu.
manity is cursed. A French Canadian,
Pierre La Marche, who served as a soldier
during the late war in the United States
army, and who relates with great huwnor his
experienco of a retreat from Stonowall Jack-
son; o British Canadian named Harris, the
remaindor being Americans of English or
Irish descent. The modo of progression is
to drift down tho strexm at tho rate of from
one and a half to threo mules pes hour, vud
80 torturous is its courso that in two nules
our boarings were north-west, south-ecnst,
west, and north ; cach of the bends are all
horse-shoe shaped, and some idea may be
formed of their charactor when 1t is known
that the distance from Fort Abercrombio to
Gergetown by travelled road 15 fifty miles,
by water it is two hundred and three miles,
and oxcupied sixty-four hours in sailing.

Georgetown, the scena of wonderful adven-
tures of tho "~ronto Telegraph correspon.-
dent last spri.y, is n [fudson Bay post of
five or six houses oh a comminding point.
It will bo a placo of some importance as the
Northern Dacific Railway from Duluth,
on Lake Superior, crosses Red River at the
post. Jt has a ferry or pontoon crossing
the river, and two miles further up stream
is another called I[1utch's ferry, maintiined
to avoid the Buffulo River, which is unford-
able at high water.

Newspaper correspondents an  Jsnudians
generally have no* impressed the people of
Minunesota with any favorable idoas of their
good sense. The gubernatorial progress in
1869, which led to such deplorable conse-
quences. was particularly distinguished for
the absurd ceoduct of the majority of the in-
dividuals attached to or attaching them.
selves to ¢ uis Excellency’s™ suite. There
were honorable exceptions. of which the
Chief Justice, Secretary, and Collector of
Customs, were prominent examples But
these only served to set off' tha folly of the
others. And the people who attempted tu
enter at varous times a3 newspaper corres-
dents were the worst of all.  With what a
thrill of astonisbment and awe the Canadian
people read the adventues of the herv who
exchs ,ed loaden compliments with the
Swampy Cr¢es snugly located in bush on the
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Dacotah sido of Red River, whilo he was en-
Joying \is cigar besido hi. camp fire in Min.
nesota, tnd how he swormed back 1n hot
hasto to the inn at Georgetown through six
leen miles of swamp land all the while to
his shoulders in the wator and mu.l, leaving
to the aforesatd Swampies his corn or prog,
and like General Anthony Waynes, *Ils
piunder and his spceshes, his cornstalk
whisky and his prog, black nechtie and
brown breoeches,” and with what carnest ex-
petation, doomed, alas, to disappiitment,
tho succeeding despatch ias awaited, !is
proprietor found out that a fighiuig c.ures
pondent who combined iu his own peraun all
tho qualities of Homer's hero’s, wuuld not
pay, and so placed an oxtingui- s v tho
“ngpiring blood of Lancaster.” t'uu uf our
crew, rejoicing in the namowol Loter, was
muil carricgat that peried, and tells with
great glee how ke protected the liero aforo-
said from the Indians witha plug of tobacco,
and how valiantly he cowered besido the
aforesaid Peier when encamped at night with
a gun and revolver as his bed fellows. An-
othor of those bright Bohcmians at the
store of Mr. McCaulay, at McCaulayville,
Sicar ruit Abercrombie, with the horrible
experience and distinguished gallantry of
his confrere before him and in his mind’s
eye, turned his breeches pockets into maga-
zines, and charged his pipe with & metalic
cartridge for a small revolver, which explo-
ded whils he was enjoying the juxury of a
smoke. srending the bullet into the ceiling
over hoead, while the valiant Boliemian
sprang to his feet lustily yelling out *“Who
shot me.””  Little idiosyncrasies these, und
combined with aswaggering pretentionancss
which takes thie name of ‘¢ Governmont offi-
cialism, while it may tend to onhance the
importance of the bearer adds nothing to
hjs actual value amongst the shrewd fron-
tiersmen, and mskes it humiliating to thoso
whose business, publie or private, bring in
the same line of travel. Such people bring
disgrace on the Cunadian name und do
themselves no service.

The Red River overflows its bunis aud the
country on each side for several miles every
spring; it rises over thirty feet in perpen.
dicular height, and for a few weck<iasprng
must be a magniticent spectacle, only o tow
feet of the trees on its bauks nppearing out
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swoaps not less than half o mile or moro in

length. it averago depth is about six feet,
and it flows at tho rate of three mile: per
Liout, so that it sends 153,400 cubic feet por
minuite of water containing o least ten per
cent, of mud to Lake Winnipeg. Tho coun

try along its banks ig tho richest [ evor saw
and the climate beautiful; the only draw-
back is waat of wood, and that will boreme

died Ly planting, Cultivation will cause
many ot the peculinrities of the country to
disappear. It has already disposed of tho
Liasshopper nuisanco, and is disposing of
the mnsquitoes, The scttlers say that in
Pufteen yenrs it will be entirely o differont
vountry , and they aver that tho Rea River
s sutilement is far away beyond it in fortility
and resources.

In many respects the policy of the United
States Government is favorable to settle
ment ; a greater section of the land in Min-
nesota, inarea 160 acres, canbohad for814.50
and railway enterprise which is made to sup
ply the place of public works, is stimulated
by o bonus of alternate sectious (one squaro
mile) on cach side of the line. At the samo
titne the abo.minable financial and fiscal policy
which the present party inpower pursues se
riously retards an influx of population by
making overything twice or three times as
deav as the same articles are in Canada. The
taiifl Lears vory hard on tho farmer, espo-
vially on thuso newly begiuning life, whose
~ulo capital is their good right hands.

Fort Abercrombie is a squaro fort, stock.
aded, Ladly put together, with blockhouses
on the angles. It i> about 600 feet on each
face, and boasts no armament; tho block
houses could mount six field pieces, byt it
bas no ditch, rampart, covered tway, capon-
iere, or other flanking or covering work.
The buildings inside are good, and it is
placed on a bluff formed on two sides hy the
waters of tho Red River. The houses and
barracks are very good as woll as commo-
dious; but it ison the outside of civilisa.
twon, difficult of accoss, and the garrison
must bo s much isolated ns a community
of monks. Up tothoe present wehave made
i about eighty miles of river "navigation per
| twenty-tour hours, and hopo to reach Fort
. Garry within sixteen days from the day of
.sailing from Abercrombie. Our position to-
{day s about mid-way between Wild

of water. [: deposits 2 large amount of rich ! Hice and Goose Rivers in latitude 47.30,

mould—tho color of 1ts waters bemng a dull | north longitude 97 west, so we are gotting
grey and deposits at once a quantity of fina | O towards the great interior basin of the

greasy mud.

At Hutelr's ferry we oversul=d o log
and ran into the stru-‘ure, at grey dawa on
the morning of Wednesday, 6th ult., bue
owing to the skill of the crew uo damage
was suffered, but it reminded me of Wash
ington Irvine'sassertion that the e«tly Dutch
navigators sailed during the day and hove
to in the evening in order tu avoid running
down a continent at night. Below George-
town the river expands to .. wiith of cne

hundred feet. its sinuosities ary, pow bolda

1 Arctic circle, with as much of the Bohemian
i a8 vough fare and rougher work can stamp
as we re all obhiged to work,

} tpon our party,
tand hard too, in this country.
i — e

| Among the subjects dwscussed at tho last
: British finbinet meceting was the Alubama
vuestion. The Government haie decided,
it is said, to instruct Mr. Thornica o ascer-
tain as fur as possible the disposition of the
American Government a8 to re-opening the
question, and to intimato the readiness of
Logland to 2o pver the whole discussion
agsin,




