
The t're5byterian UeVlew.

The Grace 0f Giving.

Right reason, as weil as Scripture, teaches
us that the spirit andi the motive af the giver is more
important than the gift, and that the grace af givisig
must precede the act af giving, ta secure divine approval.
11If there be first a witlisng mind, it is accepteti according
ta that a mian bath, anti not according to that lie hath
not. " God jutiges 0 sr gifts andi ail our doings by aur
motives and purposes. Wliat He chiefly cares for is
nlot the gift, but tie Il va1ling mind. I He loves the
clîcci fui giver.

In aur appeals to others for liberal giving, %vhethier
for purpe' tes of private charity or in beliaif of the great
agencies ot the Churcli, xve shoulti have respect, not
mercI y ta the amouint of the gift, but ta the spirit af the
giver. lie wha can induce others ta give mucli for
gooti abjects, does wvelI, but lie %vis prompts them ta
give cheerfully, does better. The blessedness af giving
i-, mach more apt ta slip througlî aur lîands tlian the
material contribution. The gifts are visible; the cheer-
fulness of the giver's heart is an unseen thing. The
fear or favor of nian may urge us forward ta the liberal
act, but the love af Christ can atone wvin us aver ta the
wvilling mind.

A reviveti, enlargeti liberality andi service sacli as
aire now requireti ta put into successful motion the
benevotent agencies af the Churcli, can only be the result
af a qaickened love and devotion in the hearts af tlue
disciples of Christ. Il Christians wilt open their hlearts
%vide for the entrance andi indw~elling af the Holy Spirit;
if they ivill so welcanie the presence of Christ by faith,
as ta bc filled i vith ail the futncss of Goti-there must
aise follow as a necessary resuit the witiîg mind for
giving and for doing; the cheerful, iglati surrender af
saut anti body ta Himn who loved us anti gave Himself
for us.

"Give Me thy Heart.."

Evcry generous act must be as Shakespeare says af
"the quality ai mercy," "Ilot straincti." No deed is

admirable which is donc by other constraint that the
constraint af love. Innumerable sangs have been
%written ta bubbling fouintains, but it is bard ta compose
an ode upon the town-puimp. A silver clauti foating,
ini the depths ai a sapphire sky is a scene that kindles
the tancy more than does a calie car draggeti along
by the clutch ai Il a grip."

Every really beautitul liCe is moving freely of it-s
awn volition toward saile gloriaus endi. No soldier
tives in sang %vho fights for a shilling a day insteati of
for a flag. The Christian lite *vhich camnes up ta the
Bible ideal is anc tlîat is "'given " ta Goti, not one
that is bought by promises ar forceti by fear.

There can be bet'veen Christ andtheUi seul no pre-
nuptial agreement by wvhich certain reservations are
settîcti ansi certain rights helti back. Jesus Christ
daes nlot enter into any bargain wvbich like a modern
niarringe requires four lawvyers ta execute the settie-
mients before the vows are spoken. Anti yet there art
people wvho wish ta became Christian Ilprovide I' "a
daes nlot forbid this, or excînde that, or shut out
something cIse; just as the ardent lover is nat too
ardent nowvaday.q, but reserves bis club rigbts before
assumilig the responssibilities or' a husband. The laver
wba calculates too exactly the cast of a wedtiing-ring
is not likely ta makze the best bencdict. In aIl real
love there must be a certain abandon anti courage else
it wil be féanti pinchbcck anti flot golti

The Christian le is far from being a joint-stock
companly with Illimiteti -tiabilities as ta the stock-
lialders. It must be -lit or nothing. Christ's soldiers

are ntuîiiiitia 'vhose duties are boti by enate line,
but regulars whose duty is wherever the flag is. t îs
this %vliich malles the relationship betvcen the
Redeenier andti î,e redtemeti so sacrcd. Relationships
-ire tender in Proportion ta their intimancy. Monte
R~osa andi the Matterhoin stand lcagues apart, rabeti in
snov anti* jeweled with glaciers ; but two hillocks on
the prairie are foti te run tiawn to the saine valley
anti nta cach other's embraces. garlandeti w-ith
;ilemioncs in 7Ma>' anti %vils! rases in June anti golden-
rati ini Octoher. The Christian liue which cansists in
paying pew relit afiti à dollar a year for mission,

brings littîs swcctncss witb it ; but if one wvould knowv
what that lire rcally means let him give his whole heart
ta God, and his saut wili blossam into song.

The Evening Service.

Pastors andi Sessions in nmany of out cliurches arc olten
perpkcxcd as ta wvhat shall be done te gcî the people out ta
the evening serv:ce. There is a sad i ndifférence to the
second service, and thist it ouglit to ho renioveti gocs with-
out saieing. It is not. however, conflncd to the world's
people, but characterizes those îvho wear the namne of Christ.
Go into m.ais) of our churches on the Sabbath niglit, arod
hov, few, comparatively speaking, of the niembers of the
church ire present. %Vhy is it? The peopl.a in elle coin-
munity may say that the pastor is responsible, because he
fails to rnake the service attractive, but if this bc so, why is
it that in scores of other comniunitics the saine state af
things prevails, where pastors whose pulpit powcrs cannot bc
discounied, endeavor ta make this service intercstinig?
Pastors nmay be in somne case responsible for lick of populai
interest i thc Sabbaîli evening servie- they niay nlot
exhibit a suffiCient degree of interest in it thénmselves-but
%vo are persuadeti that no çnmall nicasurc of responsibility
tests wiîlî Christian people themnselves. A great many of
thcm have in some %vay corne to fei that one service on the
Sabbatiî is sufficient for themi. Hence their pews are
vacant at the nighit service, andi the result is that the interest
iii the second service is very seriousty diminished upon the
part of the public in generat.

Can a minister be justly criticiseti, if, under such circuin-
stances, he begins to exhibit less interest in the evening
thaîî iii the îorning service? Hie certainly cannot be
expecteti ta take a livcly interest ilu "a beggarly accounst of
ernpty benches." If ail the com~municant nenîbers who
cals possibly attend shoulti regularly turfi out to the evening
service, the cffect in evcry direction would be most inspiring
and lieneficial They can do it, andi they ought to feel
that the interests of their cliurch andi of the cause of the
Master require it nt their hantis. How this delinquency
was cureti in a certain churcli, is tersely exhibiteti in the
following staternent, %lîich we commenti ta the earnest
attention of ail our reiders :

IlThe evensing çervice on Sunday in a certain congrega-
tien was poorly attcnded. Pecople thought they could not
corne ont twice on a Sunday to church. The officers talketi
the limiter over. ITheir talk resuitcd in a pietige to cach
ailier that they w.muld neyer absent thtinst:lves willingly
froin thc evening service, and that they woulti urge every
one thcy sawv ta plan a second attendance. The parents
talkcd it over. They founti thal their children were flot in
the habit of spending the evening religiausly or profitaly,
and they determnnd to set thîci an example af an earnest
tievotion to spirim~al concerns. They began gaing twice a
day Uhe Sabbath after. The young men taiketi it over.
T),.!y coneludeti lat it was their duty to attend both
secrvices. and to bri.ig at least one young nian apiece %vith
tlîci. The young Iadies trlked it aver. They thought
that if thcy coulti go ta a concert or party at niglit, it coulti
not do any harm ta be at church aiter sunset. They
decideti that they %voulti go regularly, andi take eachi a young
ivoniain ivith thcrn. The nîinister did not know what ta
make of it. He began to flatter hirnsclf that he was a latent
Spurgeon. The attendancc was increasing every wcek.
Strangers seeing the direction of the .rwfolloweti. It
becarne the most popular clîurch irn the city."-Mfid-
Conticnt.

The Young Man and the Church.

The ctoseness of thie relation of the young nian to
the Church is measureti by the closeness of the relation
of thec Church ta the young mn. It is a reciprocal
arrangenment; in aIl relations there mnust be rnutuality,
andi the strength of the tie whicb bindts on one side is
determineti by the tenacity witb which it holds on the
other.

Take the condition of the emancipated young man,
the man wvho passes Irom bis home *to a strange
carnmunity and is there confronted with the problemr
of Church connection. When at home c emay have
belongeti to the Church, canstraincti thereto at an
carly age by the presence of parental influence. To
him Church attendance had probably become a habit, a
perfunctory duty, a necessary sequence to his Sunday
breakfast. When, however, on the verge of nianhood
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